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When I started today with my morning prayer, I thanked 

God for giving us the New Year 2018.  And I am very much 

thankful to have this opportunity to visit the churches of China 

in this early 2018.  It is a great honor to bring greetings from 

WCC  and  as  well  as  from  Korean  churches  as  WCC  Asia 

President.  And it is such a privilege to worship together this 

morning, and share the message given by our Lord.

This morning I would like to share with you the message 

from the Gospel of Matthew: “May your will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven,” as found in Lord’s Prayer.  I am a theologian, 

particularly interested in Apostle Paul.  Paul was a person who 

laid the foundation for the early churches.  According to the 

Book of Acts, Paul went on mission trips three times.  On his 

페이지 �  / �1 10



first trip, he steered his mission work toward Asia.  But while 

he was preaching the gospel in Asia, he received a vision from 

Holy Spirit, and he re-directed his missions to Europe.  We can 

see the record of this fact in Acts 16:6-9.

Paul’s missions, which was originally headed for Asia in 

the East, turned to Europe in the West.  So the Roman Empire 

was first to be converted to Christianity, and the rest of Europe 

followed.  Afterwards, the Gospel crossed the Atlantic Ocean 

and spread to North and South Americas.   And through the 

churches that found their roots in USA and Canada, the Gospel 

finally came to China, Japan, and Korea.  Surveying the 2000 

years of Christian history, we see that the 16th century was the 

century  of  Reformation.   Last  year  in  2017,  many  churches 

worldwide  celebrated  the  500th  anniversary  of  Reformation.  

For the 17th, 18th, and 19th centuries, it would be fitting to call 

them the centuries of missions.  And one could call the 20th 

century the century of Christian unity.  Through the tragedies 

of the two World Wars, Christians worldwide have desperately 

felt the need for the unity of churches in the world.  With the 

conviction  that  Gospel  can  effectively  work  only  when  the 

churches work as one, World Council of Churches was founded 
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in 1948 in Amsterdam with 147 founding member churches.

What then shall we call this 21st century, the century you 

and I  belong?   One  of  my prime concerns  nowadays  is  the 

question,  “in  this  21st  century,  to  where  is  Christianity 

headed?”  The reality is that Christianity of 21st century faces 

significant  challenges.   To  understand  these  challenges,  one 

must  first  understand the  changes  that  Christianity  is  going 

through.   Firstly,  in  understanding  the  Christianity  of  21st 

century, it is important to understand the fact that the Ecclesial 

landscape is  changing.   For example,  in 1970,  European and 

North  American  Christians  accounted  for  56%  of  Christians 

worldwide.  The remaining 43% were from Asia, Africa, Latin 

America, and so forth.  But after thirty-some years, Christians 

of North and West account for 37%, while those of South and 

East  account for  more than 60%.  The Christian majority,  its 

demographic center and its center of gravity has shifted from 

the  North  and  West  to  the  South  and  East.   One  Christian 

leader  of  the  West  commented  that  the  train  of  the  Gospel 

seems to be moving toward the South and East.

Secondly,  one must take note of the growth of Chinese 

페이지 �  / �3 10



churches.  Congratulations!  China is on pace to become  the 

world’s  most  Christian  nation  within  the  next  two  decades.  

The number of Christians in China is growing so steadily that it 

is  widely  suggested  that  China’s  total  Christian  population 

would place it ahead of Mexico, Brazil, and even USA as the 

largest Christian congregation in the world.  Therefore one of 

the most influential changes of 21st-century Christianity is the 

growth and revival of Chinese churches.  At this juncture, one 

cannot  help  but  ask,  what  does  God  expect  of  Chinese 

churches?  What is God’s will toward Chinese churches?  It is 

unavoidable not to ask these questions.

Thirdly,  the 21st-century Christianity must  take note of 

the issue of world peace.   Today’s world is  characterized by 

severe  conflict,  division,  and  violence  from  racial  strife, 

religious strife, economical strife, political strife, environmental 

crisis,  and  furthermore,  nuclear  crisis.   I  believe,  for  the 

churches’  witness  in  today’s  rapidly  changing  geopolitical 

arena,  the  Biblical  understanding  of  peace  with  justice  and 

reconciliation  is  of  utmost  importance.   The  21st-century 

Christianity  must  struggle  to  bring  about  world  peace  with 

justice.
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I  believe  the  21st  century  will  be  the  century  where 

Christianity should strive hard for peace.  We remember our 

Lord tells us,  “blessed are the peacemakers for they shall  be 

called children of God.”  Our Lord tells us that those who are 

called children of God and thusly blessed are the peacemakers. 

(Matthew 5:9)   I  hope the 21st  century becomes the century 

where  all  Christians  receive  blessings  as  peacemakers.  

Accordingly, the prayer of the 21st century must be the prayer 

that petitions for peace.

As the Asia President of WCC, I often have opportunities 

to  visit  churches around the world.   And what  I  learn from 

these experiences is how much each regional churches’ history, 

traditions, and rituals are varied and diverse.  But we all share 

one thing in common: we all pray, and at the core of all our 

prayer is Lord’s Prayer.

Even when we do not know how to pray, we pray as the 

Lord  taught  us.   Lord’s  Prayer  is  the  model  for  Christian 

prayer, as Jesus taught his followers.

As  we pray,  “thy  kingdom come,  thy  will  be  done  on 

earth as it is in heaven,” the phrase “as it is in heaven” signifies 
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to us the heavenly vision and confidence.  It is our belief that 

God already  reigns  in  heaven  where  will  of  God is  already 

realized.  Yet the earth is the domain where will of God is still 

opposed.  Therefore according to this petition, just as will of 

god is already done in heaven, so let it be done also on earth.  

The confidence of those who pray “thy will be done on earth” 

comes from the phrase “as it is in heaven.”  Earth is domain 

where God’s will and vision shall be realized as it is in heaven.  

This  petition  “your  will  be  done  on  earth”  signifies  our 

aspiration, prayer and commitment.  The prayer we do is an act 

of  Amen to  God’s  vision and will  as  we confess  that  God’s 

vision becomes our aspiration.  Thus the petition “thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven” is a clear message of vision, 

confidence  and  aspiration  in  this  age  that  often  seems  so 

hopeless  and spiritless.   The children of  God are  those  who 

endeavor  to  live  out  the  heavenly  vision  and  aspiration  of 

coming reign of God.  The children of God are those who live 

in and by God’s vision.

In human society, however, there is always disobedience 

that insists on doing one’s own will without asking whether it 

harmonizes with God’s will.  We should remember the prayer 
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of Jesus, that is “not my will but thy will be done” (Matthew 

26:42).  When we pray “thy will be done” we confess that we 

have  both  faith  and  aspiration  that  the  will  of  God  will 

certainly  be  realized  and  that  we  will  be  faithful  to  live  in 

accordance  with  God’s  will.   Therefore  to  pray “thy will  be 

done” means giving up one’s self and will.  When we ask that 

“God’s will be done on earth as it is in heaven” we confess our 

faith  and  aspiration  that,  just  as  god’s  will  was  realized  in 

heaven, it will likewise realize on earth.

In the Lord’s Prayer, we should note that the phrase “on 

earth” indicates the concerns and needs of human life: that is, 

bread necessary for the life of all, and forgiving and forgiven 

community.

Let’s  give  more  attention  to  forgiving  and  forgiven 

community.

Forgiveness  is  the  call  of  Jesus’s  entire  ministry.   The 

petition  for  forgiveness  expresses  the  cry  of  simple  human 

beings,  a  cry  for  divine  mercy  and  forgiveness.   Standing 

behind  this  petition,  forgiveness  is  our  belief  that  God  is  a 

forgiving  God.   However,  it  is  noteworthy  that,  in  Lord’s 
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Prayer, the petition for forgiveness for our sins is on condition 

for our granting of forgiveness.  The second half of this petition 

“as we forgive those who trespass against us” refers to human 

activity, to forgive wrongs that others have done to us.  That is 

our  part.   In  Lord’s  Prayer,  it  is  impossible  to  ask  God  for 

forgiveness if we ourselves are not prepared to forgive.  Our 

petition for  forgiveness is  true only when we are ready and 

willing  to  forgive  others.   In  short,  there  is  no  divine 

forgiveness if there is no human forgiveness.  God is always 

ready  to  forgive,  but  we  have  to  be  ready  to  forgive  also.  

Otherwise  the  forgiveness  is  not  real.   The emphasis  in  this 

petition  is  on  the  sincerity  of  our  prayer.   Our  sincerity  in 

asking for  God’s  forgiveness  for  our  transgression is  proved 

only when we forgive the wrongs the others have done to us.  

We  should  ask  then  whether  we  are  fully  sincere  in  our 

repentance when we pray to forgive us.  Through this petition, 

Jesus reminds us of  the importance of  our sincerity,  and the 

participatory  nature  of  our  prayers.   Forgiveness  is  not 

unconditional.   It  assumes the repentance on the part  of  the 

recipient.   By  the  same  token,  divine  forgiveness  is  not 

automatic either.  Therefore we are led to ask ourselves, have 
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we forgiven?  And are we ready to forgive?  The connection 

between  forgiving  others  and  being  forgiven  ourselves  is 

strongly underscored.  

At  the end of  the Lord’s  Prayer Matthew gives a  clear 

explanation by adding the words “for if you forgive others the 

wrong they have done, your heavenly father will also forgive 

you; but if you do not forgive others, then the wrongs you have 

done will not be forgiven by your father.” (Matt 6:14-15)  We 

have no right to ask God for forgiveness if we do not want to 

forgive our neighbors.

It is not possible that we can be forgiven by God when we 

do not  forgive  our  neighbors  around us.   We must  care  for 

those who have trespasses against us as God cares about our 

debts.   The  theme  of  this  petition  is  the  realization  of  the 

community of forgiveness and reconciliation and peace.

We believe that our Lord is God of peace.  It is truly God’s 

vision that reconciliation and peace be realized on earth so that 

forgiveness  is  not  only  from  God  but  also  from  myself  to 

others. 
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Therefore, we are led to ask ourselves, “can we forgive?” 

and  “have  we  forgiven?”   Peace  is  not  possible  without 

reconciliation,  and  reconciliation  is  not  possible  without 

forgiveness.

What  does  God ask  of  Christians  in  the  world  today?  

What does God ask of Chinese churches?  What does God ask 

of  Korean  churches?   I  believe  today  God  asks  of  Korean 

churches to be peacemakers for the peace of Korean peninsula, 

Northeast  Asia,  and  the  world.   Yes,  Korean  churches  are 

praying hard, but perhaps not wholeheartedly enough.

The concluding message of 10th Assembly, held in Korea 

in 2013, was, “We intend to move together."  I would like to add 

to  that  by  saying,  “We  intend  to  move  together  as 

peacemakers.”   I  look  forward  to  the  great  role  of  Chinese 

churches in the 21st century.  They will  be the churches that 

God  looks  forward  to.   God  will  be  anticipating  Chinese 

churches to be churches that are blessed as peacemakers.  I pray 

that Chinese churches will be blessed as peacemakers.  Thanks 

to God, I see that there is genuine spirit of mission in Chinese 

churches.  Glory to God.
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