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If you look at the European Union and its politigsu will quickly realize that Europe is extremely
diverse. | therefore ask your permission to talknarily about Germany and, as a Protestant pastor,
to focus mainly on the Protestant churches.

Understanding the German context

As a German born in 1960, | am personally not reside for what happened during the time of
the Nazis to Jews and to others—even my fatherdwekdy too young to have been a soldier in the
second world war. But still | inherited the Gerntastory.

| studied theology at a time when theologians hadub to understand that our anti-Jewish
Christian and Protestant theology had in the pasviged the perfect nourishing ground for a

constant anti-Semitism in our society, even thoungtne 19th and the early 20th century Jews had
been well integrated in German society and contedbgreatly to German culture and science. So
we re-read the Bible and found it says that Gofhithful to his promises. As Paul points out in

Romans 9-11, God is faithful to his promises tolaeish people.

In his presentation, Michael Volkmann notes thatBvangelical Church of the Rhineland drew the
conclusion that the foundation of the state ofdkia also an indication of that faithfulness. Most
churches in Germany did not go along with that,ifgiou see one event in history as an indication
of the faithfulness of God, you should also be dblénterpret other events in that light. So what
then would you call the murder of six million Jearsd many others?

Because of such dilemmas other churches did nbtdacstatements concerning the state of Israel
in what they said about their new understandinghefr relation to Judaism. Some churches in
those declarations also equally reflected theiatimhs to Palestinian Christians when they
reformulated their relation to Judaism (e.g., tharigelical Church of Westphalia).

The question that is now often discussed withinadwnrches is: What consequences are we to draw
from all that we learned since then?
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And here the struggle begins. It took us a longetim understand that there is something wrong
with Israeli politics towards the Palestinians. Andny still do want to see that the way the stéte o
Israel treats its neighbours is not really prompipeace, to say the least.

But even if we get that far, the next questiorDees this mean that we as Germans are allowed to
openly criticize Israeli politics? The good newghat more and more Germans acknowledge that
criticism of Israeli politics is not as such angeSitic. But there still is a certain threat thatiywill

be accused of anti-Semitism if you dare to voicehseriticism. Others fear that if they criticize
Israel they will foster the still existing latenttaSemitism of many Germans. This for example was
the position taken by a responsible person at K@ &ffices during the Lebanon war in 2006.

The second conclusion that many Germans draw flwmnpast is: What happened to the Jews
during the time of the Nazis shall never again leapi® Jews. Others draw a different conclusion:
Never again shall people be discriminated againgt @ their ethnicity, religion or any other
characteristic that distinguishes them from oth@&tss principle can not be limited to a certain
people only. It has to apply always and everywhEk@n many Israelis from the peace and human
rights movement challenge us Germans to draw tt@nskeconclusion and to speak out.

Relations of the Protestant churches in Germany t&hristians in Israel/Palestine

For more than 150 years, German Protestantism dws $trongly linked to Palestinian Christians,
especially to the Lutherans and Anglicans, throsgheral mission organizations and institutions
such as the Syrian Orphanage, Talita Kumi and sthAbngside many groups that are in contact
with Jews from Germany and Israel, there are pestigs with the Lutheran and Episcopal
churches at both church and congregational leé&sman churches and church-related agencies
support those churches and some of their institatfmancially.

Activities of the Protestant churches and church-riated agencies

The Evangelischer Entwicklungsdienst (church dewelent service, EED-www.eed.de) suports
church institutions and NGOs in the region. In fifa@nework of Aprodev (the association of WCC-
related development organizations in Europesw.aprodev.net), it is also active in advocacy,
asking, for example, for the full implementationtbé Association Agreement of the EU with the
state of Israel. Full implementation means thahegitlsrael complies with the human rights
standards set in the agreement or the agreeméoizen. Unfortunately, up to this point, neither is
the case. Another issue is that Israel exportsymtsdrom illegal Israeli settlements in the oceapi
territories to the EU, declaring them “made in &ta-a breach of international law that so far is
not being stopped by the EU in a consistent way.

An ecumenical network of various missions, as &elEED, Bread for the World and Pax Christi
Germany, is involved in sending volunteers to tlergenical Accompaniment Programme for
Palestine and Israel (EAPPiaww.eappi.org). Other European churches, for example from
Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland and the Ulg, @so involved in this programme. In

Germany, unfortunately, this programme is so fat swpported openly and directly by the

churches. It would be a great help if our netwateived additional financial support and publicity
from the churches in Germany.

In 2008, activities took place for the first timre some German churches in the framework of the
International Church Action for Peace in Palesand Israel (ICAPPIl—seeww.oikoumene.org).
Mostly these activities came from certain groupshatcongregational level. Although the lack of
action from officials of our churches frustrated mehe beginning, | am now convinced that a big
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opportunity lies in this fact. Churches in sevathler European countries are also actively involved
in ICAPPI on different levels.

The Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) adopted Aneman Call, although the EKD council
voiced two concerns. Applying economic pressur@gim warning bell in the ears of many
Germans, as this immediately recalls the boycotienfish shops and enterprises enforced by the
Nazis already in 1933. Requesting the right ofrrets also seen by the council as an obstacle to a
peaceful solution. (Personally, | can’t see a gadtition without acknowledgement of that right.)

The EKD forward the Amman Call to its member cheshand since the summer of 2008, it is
being discussed by many of them.

Outlook

| hope that eventually our Protestant churchesem@ny, and in all of Europe, will become more
open to the suffering of the people in Israel/Rales as well in the whole region. | hope that
church leaders, officers in charge, and individ@ddristians in our congregations will open
themselves up to the suffering caused for more @@ayears by the lack of a just peace and commit
themselves to this quest, rather than continudifighover their own perceptions and theological
concepts. The concept gfalomis there: we need not invent it anew, we neecktp implement it.

| sincerely hope that all of us Christians in Ewoeull eventually understand the final words of the
Amman Call: “We have allowed too much time to pdssie has not served the cause of peace but
has served the cause of extremism.”



