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1. The Public Issues Committee (PIC) was mandated in the first day’s business plenary to work on draft 
proposals of four statements prepared in advance through a series of consultations and reflections as 
originally endorsed by the central committee and the executive committee of the World Council of 
Churches in their meetings of September 2012 and March 2013 respectively. These were: 
 

1) Statement on politicisation of religion and rights of religious minorities 
2) Statement on human rights of stateless people 
3) Statement on peace and reunification of the Korean Peninsula 
4) Statement on the way to just peace 

 
2. In addition to these, the assembly also adopted the recommendation of the executive committee, at 
its meeting held on 28-29 October 2013, to consider the following additional items: 
 

1) Statement on the presence and witness of Christians in the Middle East 
2) Minute on the situation in the Democratic Republic of Congo 
3) Minute on the 100th anniversary of the Armenian genocide 

 
On 31 October, in the business plenary, the PIC introduced to the assembly a draft Statement on 
politicisation of religion and rights of religious minorities. 
 
The First Report of the PIC was presented in the business plenary on 1 November. 
 
3. The Public Issues Committee received 22 new proposals within the stipulated 24-hour time frame 
after the announcement of the proposals in the first business plenary session, and these were reviewed 
by the PIC. As not all of them met with the stipulated criteria, the PIC decided to recommend to the 
10th Assembly the following statements as public issues actions:  
 

1) Statement on the current critical situation of Abeyi in South Sudan  
2) Statement on nuclear energy and Asia Pacific maritime militarization  

3) Resolution asking the US to engage in direct, unrestricted, meaningful dialogue with the Cuban 

Government regarding travel restrictions and financial blockade against Cuba etc.  

4) Minute on Indigenous Peoples’ rights to ecological justice, self-determination and an economy 

of life 

 
The proposals below also were received, and the PIC referred these for appropriate actions by the 
general secretary and the CCIA. Several of these proposals are within the remit of certain other 
mandated statements, and the PIC has therefore decided to incorporate those concerns within those 
statements. Others did not meet the required criteria or have been referred to other committees: 
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1) Resolution requesting the release of Oscar Lopez Rivera, Puerto Rican in a US prison: the PIC 
decided that this proposal be referred to the general secretary, so that a letter of concern might 
be sent, and other appropriate actions taken, through the CCIA. 

2) A Statement on helping to build a just peace by strengthening communications rights: is to be 
included in the existing Just Peace statement and to be sent to the central committee for 
consideration by the communications committee. 

3) A Statement on peace against Asia Pacific maritime militarization: the PIC decided that this 
proposal be combined with a statement proposed on a nuclear energy-free world. 

4) A Resolution on asking the UN to take action on the outbreak of cholera in Haiti: it was noted 
that action has already been taken by the UN and a resolution would therefore be inappropriate 
at this time. The central committee is asked to follow this situation closely and respond 
accordingly. 

5) A Statement on the injustice of US policy and practices in prisons and military actions: this did 
not meet the necessary criteria, but will be taken into consideration for future reference by the 
PIC of central committee. 

6) A Minute on the witness of Churches in an Islamic extremist context: the concerns will be 
included in the statement on politicization of religion and rights of religious minorities. 

7) A Statement on steps towards a nuclear-free world: is to be included in the statement on 
building a nuclear-free world and Asia Pacific maritime militarization. 

8) Reference to “Allah” issue in Malaysia: is to be included in the Statement on politicization of 
religion. 

9) A need for strong collaboration between WCC and ACT on ecology: this was not a specific 
proposal meeting the criteria 

10) A Statement or Minute concerning persons of African descent: this did not meet the necessary 
criteria 

11) Sexual minorities: this did not meet the necessary criteria but will be kept in consideration for 
future reference by the PIC of central committee. 

12) A Statement on witness to the human rights of people with disabilities – referred to the PIC of 
central committee for further study and preparation of a statement because there was 
insufficient information presented at this time. 

13) A Statement on nuclear issues: is to be included in a statement on building a nuclear-free world 
and Asia Pacific maritime militarization. 

14) A Statement on climate change: is referred back to the business plenary for inclusion as a 
minute 

15) A Statement on alteration in the Constitution of Japan on freedom of religion: did not meet the 
necessary criteria, with insufficient information for consideration at this time 

16) A Statement on Dalit Christians and Dalit Muslims in India: did not meet the necessary criteria  
17) A Statement on West Papua: did not meet the necessary criteria. The executive committee in 

issued a statement recently. 
18) A Statement on disabilities and accessibility at this WCC assembly meeting: was referred to the 

business committee at this meeting. 
 
Based on the discussions and suggestions during the business plenary and subsequent discussion 
between the moderator of the PIC and delegates from Denmark, the PIC decided to add an additional 
item on the agenda, being a Minute on Climate Justice, as they had already submitted the proposal 
within the stipulated timeframe. 
 
Therefore the PIC recommends that a Minute on climate justice also be adopted. 
 
4. The PIC therefore proposes the following public statements: 

 
PIC 02.1 Statement on the politicisation of religion and rights of religious minorities 
 
PIC 02.2 Statement on the human rights of stateless people 
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PIC 02.3 Statement on peace and reunification of the Korean Peninsula 
 
PIC 02.4 Statement on the way to just peace 
 
PIC 02.5 Minute on the situation in the Democratic Republic of Congo 
 
PIC 02.6 Statement affirming the presence and witness of Christians in the Middle East 
 
PIC 02.7 Minute on the 100th anniversary of the Armenian genocide 
 
PIC 02.8 Statement on the current critical situation of Abeyi in South Sudan 
 
PIC 02.9  Statement on moving towards a nuclear-free world 
 
PIC 02.10 Resolution on urging improved United States-Cuba relations and the lifting of economic 
sanctions 
 
PIC 02.11 Minute on Indigenous Peoples 
 
PIC 02.12 Minute on climate change 
 

It should be noted that the proposed statement on Moving Towards a Nuclear Free World did not 
achieve consensus in the PIC. 
 
5. Given the overwhelming number of requests for Public Issue actions by the Assembly and the 

inability to deal with them properly in terms of adequate research and solicitation of authentic views, 

especially reaching consensus, the PIC recommends: 

 That in the future member churches be encouraged to submit their proposals well in advance of 
the Assembly to allow adequate time for research and development of a first draft. The existing 
procedures for proposing new public issues items during the first days of the Assembly remain 
in place. 

 
APPROVED 


