
Campaign Update - December 2016

As 2016 comes to a close, we can take stock of the vital initiatives and the important progress we have

made this year. On behalf of the entire World Council of Churches – Ecumenical Advocacy Alliance

team, we thank you for your participation in the Live the Promise campaign and its initiatives, and your

commitment to work together to overcome stigma and discrimination and ensure treatment, care,

prevention and support for all. We wish you a blessed Christmas! As we celebrate the birth of Jesus

Christ, we pray that that this light and hope give us renewed energy for our continued advocacy in 2017.

Leading by Example: Religious Leaders and HIV Testing

Launched on World AIDS Day 2016, a new WCC campaign – under the coordination of WCC-EAA -

encourages religious leaders to help overcome HIV-related stigma and set an example by being tested

for HIV. In a video message, WCC General Secretary Rev. Dr Olav Fykse Tveit announces that he has

been tested and encourages others to do so. “Lead by your example,” Tveit said. “Show that getting

tested is responsible and right. Too many people are afraid to be tested for HIV because they fear that

they will be judged.”

A poster exhibit of religious leaders supporting HIV testing is available to download and use in church

settings.

Join the campaign!

• Promote testing in your church and faith community: lead by example by getting tested and/or by
allowing your photo to be taken for the social media poster series on “Leading by Example:
Religious Leaders and HIV Testing". #KnowYourStatus or email eaa@e-alliance.ch.

• Encourage people to get tested through your sermons, or find other ways of sharing accurate
information about HIV testing and treatment and promotes a non-discriminatory community. In
some communities,  mobileHIV testing unit can be organized through the local government or
health service.

• Set an HIV testing day each month connected with your religious service, or an HIV testing week
or month each year.

• Share with media the importance of HIV testing and the example being set by you and your faith
community. For example, write a letter to the editor of your newspaper

https://www.oikoumene.org/en/press-centre/news/wcc-general-secretary-takes-hiv-test-as-hiv-testing-campaign-is-launched
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uhu9TiQH0fw
https://www.oikoumene.org/en/what-we-do/religious-leaders-and-hiv-testing/LeadingByExample_DownloadablePosters.pdf
https://twitter.com/search?q=%23KnowYourStatus&src=typd


Get involved to speed up the HIV response

New initiatives are encouraging churches and faith communities to intensify – not decrease – their 

response to HIV. The WCC Central Committee approved a pastoral letter to member churches in June 

2016, “Churches Recommit to Accelerate the HIV Response”. A Call to Action from Faith Communities 

in response to the UN High Level Political Declaration 2016 was also launched in June 2016 at the 

WCC-EAA Interfaith Service in New York City. Videos and other practical resources to help people of 

faith address the critical issues, particularly stigma and discrimination, are available on the WCC 

website.

PEPFAR/UNAIDS Faith Initiative to strengthen the capacity of faith-based responses to HIV 

WCC has been working in close partnership with UNAIDS and PEPFAR to strengthen the capacity of 

faith-based leaders and organizations to advocate for and deliver a sustainable HIV response.

The WCC-EAA activities covered include support for interfaith activities at the International AIDS  

Conference in Durban in 2016, advocacy around the United Nations High Level Meeting on AIDS in 

June and the Interfaith Prayer Breakfast held during the UN General Assembly session in September as 

well as Framework for Dialogue country initiatives in Kenya and Zambia.

The WCC-EHAIA, together with PEPFAR and UNAIDS convened national partners in Kenya and 

Zambia to map common areas of influence and capacities for policy, advocacy; and identify how this 

initiative fits into existing national plans to strengthen the FBO response to HIV. The purpose of the 

consultations was to build the capacity of faith leaders/actors and adolescents and young people to 

advocate for Fast-tracking the AIDS response to achieve sustained epidemic control.

Links to key activities:

United Nations High Level Meeting on AIDS (HLM): WCC-EAA has coordinated faith based  

advocacy and activities in the run up to and during the United Nations High Level Meeting on AIDS 

(HLM) – which led to the adoption of a Political Declaration on AIDS by UN member States in June 

2016. Advocacy by people of faith, has been a vital part of efforts to encourage governments to develop

http://www.oikoumene.org/en/resources/documents/central-committee/2016/churches-recommit-to-accelerate-hiv-response
http://www.oikoumene.org/en/resources/documents/wcc-programmes/diakonia/eaa/call-to-action-from-faith-communities
http://www.oikoumene.org/en/get-involved/help-speed-up-the-hiv-response
http://www.oikoumene.org/en/get-involved/help-speed-up-the-hiv-response


 and adopt the Political Declaration with new and bold commitments – matched by funding commitments 

– to scale up prevention, treatment, care and support, eliminate stigma and discrimination, uphold human 

rights, and ensure the engagement of communities most affected.

Intervention at Civil Society Hearing April 2016

Letter to the UN Secretary General on his report and the zero draft of the political declaration (25 April) 

Input to the HLM Political Declaration drafts

Video intervention by WCC General Secretary Rev. Dr Olav Fykse Tveit on, "Ending the AIDS 

epidemic, leave no one behind"

An Interfaith Prayer Service (Church Center NYC) on the eve of the adoption of the Political declaration 

(7 June) and launch of the Call to Action

International AIDS Conference and WCC-EAA Interfaith Preconference

WCC-EAA, with the invaluable support of CABSA South Africa, planned and led an Interfaith

Preconference and faith based advocacy activities on occasion of the 21st International AIDS 

Conference, which took place in Durban, South Africa in July 2016. Faith at AIDS2016 provided a space 

for networking, learning and advocacy among people of Faith responding to HIV and AIDS. Detailed 

information, including videos and photos, on the Interfaith Preconference and the faith activities at the 

main Conference are available at - http://www.iacfaith.org/ -

Framework for Dialogue between Religious Leaders and Network of People Living with HIV – Follow 

up dialogues took place in Malawi and Kenya in early 2016. A new Dialogue Process was started in 

India. A first National Dialogue took place in Nigeria in 2016. Two Framework for Dialogue 

Consultations will be held in Kenya and Zambia in 2017 as part of the UNAIDS/PEPFAR Faith 

Initiative.

Interfaith Prayer Breakfast on occasion of UN General Assembly – The Prayer Breakfast, held during the 

UN General Assembly in September 2016, was an opportunity to renew, expand and strengthen inclusive 

partnerships between faith and other sectors for accelerating the response to HIV over the next five years 

and it affirmed that increased collaboration is essential to achieve common goals. Participants included 

representatives from a diverse cross-section of religious leaders from different faiths, political leaders, 

governments, private sector, young women, people living with HIV (PLHIV) and key populations all of 

whom agreed to support a coordinated faith-based effort in responding to HIV.

https://www.oikoumene.org/en/press-centre/news/faith-based-organizations-voice-concerns-at-un-hearing-on-hiv
https://www.oikoumene.org/en/what-we-do/eaa/WCCEAALettertoUNSGonSGreportandonZeroDraftforHLM.pdf
https://www.oikoumene.org/en/what-we-do/eaa/WCCEcumenicalAdvocacyAllianceinputsinZeroDraftforHLM.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vFCAwlPZQMI&feature=youtu.be&list=PLI22eVXX9FYm9KQGRiw5o8WrIlU94jyL5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vFCAwlPZQMI&feature=youtu.be&list=PLI22eVXX9FYm9KQGRiw5o8WrIlU94jyL5
http://www.oikoumene.org/en/press-centre/news/faith-community-issues-call-to-action-end-aids-by-2030
http://www.iacfaith.org/
https://www.oikoumene.org/en/press-centre/news/faith-based-groups-bring-hope-for-a-fast-track-hiv-response


Promoting Dignity, Freedom and Grace

In 2016, the WCC published the book Dignity, Freedom and Grace: Christian Perspectives on HIV,

AIDS and Human Rights  as a resource for individuals and groups to learn more about human rights in

the context of HIV, the real experiences of people most affected, and theological approaches to HIV and

stigma.

For more information on the Live the Promise Campaign, please email Francesca Merico, WCC-EAA

HIV Campaign Coordinator
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The Live the Promise Campaign of the Ecumenical Advocacy Alliance seeks continued priority on the
response to HIV and AIDS, the elimination of stigma, and a significant faith-based contribution to the
vision of ‘getting to zero’ – zero new infections, zero discrimination, and zero AIDS-related deaths.

The Ecumenical Advocacy Alliance, an ecumenical initiative of the World Council of Churches, is a

global network of churches and related organizations committed to campaigning together on common

global network of churches and related organizations committed to campaigning together on common
concerns for justice and human dignity. Email: eaa@e-alliance.ch

at francesca.merico@wcc-coe.org.

https://www.oikoumene.org/en/resources/publications/dignity-freedom-and-grace
https://www.oikoumene.org/en/resources/publications/dignity-freedom-and-grace


Follow the EAA HIV Campaign on Facebook and Twitter!

Visiting address:

World Council of Churches
150 route de Ferney

Geneve 2 1211
Switzerland

Add us to your address book

https://www.facebook.com/Livethepromise
https://twitter.com/e_alliance



