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Geneva, October 18, 2019 

 
Dear Hindu brothers and sisters, 

I send you fraternal greetings of joy and good will on the occasion of Diwali – ‘the festival of 

lights’. As you observe this auspicious time through the lighting of lamps may your peace and 

prosperity be all the more complete. 

The symbol of light has the potential to speak both of external hope and internal illumination. 

The potential of light to dispel darkness has, across time and tradition, been celebrated as a 

symbol of resilient hope. Alongside this the symbol of light also speaks in a challenging manner 

of internal illumination – of the need for the inner awakening of our consciousness and 

consciences, and connecting with the light that lies within each one of us. As the Rig Veda 

reminds us “One who kindles the light of awareness within gets true light.”  May this festival of 

lights be a time for the rekindling of hope as well as internal illumination.  

We live in a world that seems to be torn apart by division and discrimination. The World Council 

of Churches chose as its thematic focus for this year the theme of racism and other forms of 

discrimination. As we discerned ways of confronting these sins, we were all the more reminded 

of the need of an approach that includes both the transformation of external structures as well 

as internal will. The need for ‘rekindling the light of awareness within’, and to rediscover the 

interconnectedness of our common humanity as a gift from the divine stood out strongly.   

Responding to the sin and scourge of racism puts the onus on religious communities to embrace 

new models of service to God and humanity.  I am aware of the significance that the idea of 

service or seva holds for our Hindu sisters and brothers. Our context probably needs a re-

imagination of the idea of service in terms of solidarity, especially interreligious solidarity, where 

we as people of faith serve ‘side by side’ driven by common values. The World Council of 

Churches values the longstanding relationship that we enjoy with our Hindu partners. We look 

forward to translating this relationship into interreligious solidarity in service of a wounded 

humanity and a broken earth. I am confident that together we can make a difference and look 

forward to continued and closer collaboration between the WCC and our Hindu partners.  

During this festive season as you light Diwali lamps both in your homes as well as your hearts, 

may light and love flow into your lives and the lives of your loved ones, may grace and 

generosity abound in your communities and may you all be blessed. Happy Diwali.  

Yours sincerely, 

 

Rev. Dr Olav Fykse Tveit 
General Secretary 
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