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His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew 
 

Almighty Father, who created all 
things out of love and fashioned all 
people in your image, who sent your 
only Son for the life of the world, to 
bring light to those dwelling in 
darkness: look down from the heavens 
and hear our prayer for unity and 
peace. 

Lord Jesus, Word of God, who spoke 
through the prophets and judges, who 

is revealed through the least of your brothers and sisters, who desires that all 
should be saved and that your disciples should be one: reconcile the scattered parts 
of your body. 

Heavenly King, Comforter, the Spirit of truth, present everywhere and filling all 
things, the treasury of goodness and giver of life: come and dwell within us and 
among us, by cleansing us from the stain of division and healing us from the pain 
of suffering. 

From this holy city and Holy Land, we stretch out our hands in prayer and 
open up our hearts in compassion, so the world may believe that you are the living 
God and that “God is love.” 
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H.H. Karekin II, the Supreme Patriarch and 
Catholicos of All Armenians, WCC president 
(Oriental Orthodox)  

 

Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, only-

begotten Son of God, our Peace and our Life, 

who were sent from the Father—-Give us your 

Peace, which you granted to your holy apostles 

by breathing into them your life-giving and all-

powerful Holy Spirit. So that, having calmed 

down from all worldly anxiety, like the apostles, 

we also may become a temple and a home for 

your divine grace. And giving thanks, we will 

glorify you, together with the Father and the Holy Spirit, O Christ our God, now 

and always and unto the ages of ages. Amen. 

Photo: Grigor Yepremyan/WCC 
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Rev. Gloria Nohemy Ulloa Alvarado, Presbyterian 
Church in Colombia, WCC president from the 
Caribbean/Latin America 

Ven Espíritu, ven, en este día en que nos 
unimos occidente y oriente, norte y sur para 
pedir por una paz justa en tu tierra santa.  

Es la misma paz que deseamos para América 
Latina; una paz donde las madres no lloren 
violencias contra sus hijos e hijas sino que lloren 
de felicidad al ver realizadas sus aspiraciones.  

Una paz que invite a los militares a limpiar sus 
manos construyendo casas donde vivan quienes 
han sido desarraigados.  

Una paz que permita a la juventud alegrar con su 
creatividad y espíritu aventurero. Una paz que construya lugares seguros y 
apacibles para los ancianos y que  haga realidad los sueños de niños y niñas que, 
como Jesús en el templo,  quieran estar administrando los negocios de su Padre 
Dios. Amen. 

Photo: Joanna Linden-Montes  
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Most Rev. Dr Antje Jackelén, Archbishop of the 
Church of Sweden  
 
God of hope, 
who fulfilled the promises of Easter 
by sending your Holy Spirit to the Church, 
and opening to all people  
the way of eternal life, 
pour your power upon your children 
in the Holy Land: 
Jews, Christians and Muslims, 
Palestinians and Israelis. 
Seeking a just peace, we turn to you.  
Let hatred be turned into love, 
fear to trust, 
despair to hope, 
oppression to freedom. 
Let what is broken be healed,  
teach us ways to live in equality.  
For in the light of Easter 
you have given us a vision of shalom and salaam, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Photo: Albin Hillert / WCC  
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Bishop Mark MacDonald, Anglican Church of 
Canada, WCC president for North America 

 
 
Creator, we give you thanks for a land that is sacred in 
the hearts of so many. May your goodness and love 
make the sacred peace that will honour your name and 
bless your peoples, in the name of Jesus our ruler and 
fellow-pilgrim.   
Amen. 
 
Photo: Peter Williams/WCC 
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Most Rev. Dr Thabo Cecil Makgoba, Anglican 
Archbishop of Cape Town  
 
 
Spirit of God who birthed creation into being: 
Endow us with compassion, hope and courage 
for your people in Jerusalem. 
Holy Spirit, open our hearts’ eyes and ears, 
To pursue their course of justice and peace. 
We make this prayer confident that you will 
hear our cry, 
Creator, Sustainer and Redeemer. Amen 
  

Photo: Albin Hillert / WCC  
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Mr Stuart McMillan, president of the Uniting Church 
in Australia 

 

Holy and loving God-Waŋarr, 
we make our petition in the words of Your Son: 
O Jerusalem, Jerusalem how I long to gather your 
children together 
as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings. 
O Lord hear our cry today, O Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem. 
 

Gracious Jesus-Djesu, you prayed that we might be one, 
and be brought to complete unity. 
A unity which mirrors your one essence, Triune God. 
A unity where your Spirit-DhuyuBirrimbirr bestows a blessing – life forever more. 
 
On this day we join together in one accord across the globe, 
and celebrate the first outpouring of your Holy Spirit. 
With one voice, loving God, we pray for a just peace, 
where all people may live together in harmony, 
and all your children free of fear. 
 
We make our prayer in the name of the Prince of Peace, Jesus the Christ. Amen. 
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Prof. Mary-Anne Plaatjies-van Huffel, Uniting 
Reformed Church in Southern Africa, WCC President 
 
Liturgist: The world can only give peace in empty words, saying “‘Peace, peace,’ when there is no 

peace.” Without peace, can there be justice? Without justice, can 
there be peace? Too often, we pursue justice at the expense of peace, 
and peace at the expense of justice. God of life, lead us to justice and 
just peace. May all lead a quiet and peaceable life” (1 Tim. 2:2). 
All: War as a method of setting disputes is incompatible with the 
teaching and example of Jesus Christ  Pray for the peace of Jerusalem 
Pray for just peace:  “May those who love you be secure. May there 
be peace within your walls and security within your citadels.  For the 
sake of my family and friends, I will say, ‘Peace be within you.’ For 
the sake of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek your 
prosperity” (Ps 122:7-9). 
Liturgist:  War is a sin against God and a degrading of humankind.  
We recognize both the horror of nuclear power and the 
destructiveness of conventional armaments. We are praying for   the 
peace of Israel and Palestine, for peace in the Central African 
Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Egypt, Libya, Mali, 
Nigeria, Somalia, Sudan, South Sudan, Afghanistan, Burma-Myanmar, 
Pakistan, the Philippines, Thailand, Ukraine, Iraq, Syria, Yemen, 
Colombia, Mexico.   We pray for the peace of world… just peace.    

All: Hear O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is One. 
Liturgist:  It is our Christian duty to seek both peace and justice.  Lord, make us instruments to promote 
peaceful change and to pursuit justice. Let us work together for peace and justice; let us  embrace creative 
approaches to peace building; let us  repent of our complicity in violence. Lord, you surrounded 
Jerusalem with mountains;  surround  the  people of Israel and Palestine with love and peace.  
All: “Hear O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is One."  
Liturgist: We are gathering  in  the presence of the Lord . Pray for just peace! Pray for the peace of the 
world:  “May they be secure who love you!”  Jesus said, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do 
not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.” 
All:  “Hear O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is One."   
Liturgist:  God, send us into the world in peace, to  be faithful witnesses of Christ, the Prince of Peace. 
(Silence) 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world,   
All: have mercy upon us. 
Liturgist:  Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world,   
All: have mercy upon us 
Liturgist:  Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, grant us peace. 
All: Dona nobis pacem. 
 

Photo: Peter Williams/WCC 
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Rev. Dr Mele'ana Puloka, Free Wesleyan Church of 
Tonga, WCC president for the Pacific 

 

Most loving Father, your kingdom has come in 
Christ, and so we can rejoice that the human race 
can be restored, to become like you—holy, 
righteous, free, and victorious! We thank you for 
pouring out your Holy Spirit in Pentecost and 
throughout our days, that we may be empowered to 
be effective witnesses for your kingdom. May your 
Holy Spirit reveal clearly to people of faith, that in 
Christ we are more than conquerors!  

For unity and just peace in the Holy Land, we pray 
earnestly that our enemy Satan be bound. We plea 
the blood of Jesus over and against principalities, 

powers, rulers of the darkness in this world, and also against spiritual forces that 
have caused much pain, unrest, and discordance in our nations today. We decree 
that the Holy Land is filled with God’s holiness, controlled by the Holy Spirit, and 
there is a manifestation of the spirit of wisdom, spirit of counsel, spirit of 
understanding, spirit of mighty power, spirit of knowledge of God, and spirit of 
fear of God. 

It is a new day, new time, new Jerusalem, new beginning, great harvest. Jesus Christ 
is Lord over Jerusalem and all the Holy Land. 

Lord, please forgive our sins, iniquities and transgressions. Unite us in one heart, 
one vision, one soul, and one spirit in you, O Lord. We agree with you. Make us 
one in harmony with you, capturing your heart with accuracy in your grace. Lord, 
please make us strong doers of your Word.  

For all people, we speak out life, blessings, peace, orderliness, wisdom and 
understanding that come from God. For these we pray in the mighty name of 
Jesus, our Lord and Saviour.  Amen.  

Photo: Peter Williams/WCC 
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Bishop Mary Ann Swenson, vice-moderator of the 
WCC central committee 
 
 
Gracious God, 
Ancient of days and fresh every morning, we 
remember that the prophet of old dreamed of lion 
and lamb lying together, of no one knowing the 
strange word "soldier," of war being a shameful deed 
long ago done. We pray still for rest for the weary, 
food for the hungry, and peace for the comfortless. 
We pray still for a peaceful kingdom where your 
people will lead with wisdom and understanding, and 
where justice and righteousness will prevail. We pray 
for peace. We pray for justice. We pray that 
righteousness will exist in all creation.  
 
We belong to you, O God, and to one another. 
 
We pray for beauty in labour and beauty in laughter, and that beauty in loving will 
come to the meek. Mountain calls to mountain top—Sinai to Calvary.  Whispers 
rise from ancient fields—they push up through the sod: "Tell all the children to tell 
their children's children to dream this dream for God." 
 
We pray still with all those who have gone before us: Come, Holy Spirit, come, this 
Pentecost, and pour out your peace. Amen 
 
Photo: Peter Williams/WCC 
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Most Rev. Anders Wejryd, Archbishop Em. of the 
Church of Sweden, WCC president for Europe 
 

Peter said, quoting Joel: Your sons and your daughters 
shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your 
old men shall dream dreams. 

We pray, that the young and old who have hope and 
visions for justice and peace, will be heard, and that 
those who have silenced themselves and suppressed 
their hopes will speak out and live out their quest for 
justice and peace. You, God, created us; we and our 
religions have not created you. Therefore you are 
one and all of humanity belongs together. 

Photo: Peter Williams/WCC 
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Mr Jim Winkler, president and general secretary, 
National Council of the Church of Christ in the USA 
 

 O God, we pray for the peace and unity of 
Jerusalem and the Holy Land. We lament 50 
years of occupation and the weary toll it has 
taken on our people. We yearn for the day 
when the children of Abraham will live 
together in harmony in your holy city and the 
whole region.  

May the Spirit of Pentecost invigorate and 
embolden us as we search for peace, for we 
know now that it will not be easily achieved. 
Peace will not come without our prayers and our witness.  

These long years of occupation remind us of the prophetic words of Frederick 
Douglass: “Power concedes nothing without a demand. It never did and it never 
will.” Like our brother in Christ, Frederick, may we have the courage to face the 
living of these days that we may insist on freedom and equality, even as our words 
and actions are falsely distorted by those who seek to cling to privilege and power. 

We know, O Lord, that we seek your will and not our own. We know, O Lord, 
that we desire for Jews, Christians and Muslims to live together, and nothing less. 
We seek for Jerusalem to be a shared city, we long for the refugees to return home, 
and for prisoners to be set free.             

Give us strength and wisdom and courage to proclaim a just peace. May we be 
faithful servants of God and willing partners of all who share our desire for your 
reign of love, peace and justice.   

 

Photo: Steven D. Martin/NCCCUSA 
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