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              Geneva, 17 September 2020 
 
 

Letter from the WCC Interim General Secretary  
for the Jewish New Year/Rosh Hashanah 2020 

 
On behalf of the World Council of Churches, it is a privilege to greet our Jewish friends 
and colleagues, along with the wider Jewish community throughout the world, on the 
occasion of Rosh Hashanah and the forthcoming High Holy Days. May this be a time of 
blessing, joy and peace for you. May it also be a time of renewed hope, looking forward 
to the year ahead. 
 
Certainly, this last year has brought a time of extraordinary challenges for us all. Along 
with all the other impacts of the Coronavirus pandemic, Jews and Christians alike have 
had to learn to live without the usual patterns of communal worship that are at the heart 
of our lives. Not to be able to gather to worship and to listen to God’s Word has indeed 
been a serious deprivation. Let us pray that the nations of the world will work effectively 
together to establish both public health solutions and also wiser patterns of coexistence 
to enable all people to share the bounties of God’s world in mutual dependence, justice 
and respect. 
 
For many years in my work for the WCC I have enjoyed very positive and enriching 
contacts with Jewish colleagues, so it was a pleasure to build on this experience when, as 
Interim General Secretary, I recently participated in an online meeting with the leaders of 
the International Jewish Committee for Interreligious Consultations, our principal 
partners in Jewish-Christian dialogue and cooperation. IJCIC and the WCC re-established 
a formal dialogue process just over a year ago. Since then there has been encouraging 
growth in our capacity to communicate with each other with candour about our 
differences, but also to understand each other’s perspectives more fully and to cooperate 
as much as we can. I emphasized to the IJCIC leadership the continuing commitment of 
the WCC to this process, and also to the unambiguous opposition to antisemitism which 
has been the constantly reiterated position of the WCC since its foundation in 1948.  
 
The Israel-Palestine conflict naturally features often in our discussions, and we are all 
conscious of the complexities of the issues involved, on which there is significant 
disagreement, not just between Jews and Christians, but also among Christians, and 
among Jews. As a global fellowship of churches, the WCC seeks to stand in faithful 
solidarity with the Christians of the Middle East and to make their concerns and 
perspectives widely known. But we also seek to listen carefully to our Jewish partners, not 
least when they are critical of our statements, and to learn from these exchanges. 
However intractable the problems of the region may appear, faith in the God of hope 
compels us to persevere in praying and working for justice, peace and security for all: for 
the State of Israel, for all its citizens, and for all its neighbours. 
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We also believe it is important that as part of our dialogue we together raise our eyes 
above the specific challenges of Jewish-Christian relations to consider how, as Jews and 
Christians, we can work together in solidarity for the good of the wider world. So I am 
delighted to mention a new joint publication of the WCC and the Pontifical Council for 
Interreligious Dialogue: Serving a Wounded World in Interreligious Solidarity: A Christian 
Call to Reflection and Action During COVID-19 and Beyond. This expresses our 
commitment to working together across all religious differences for the healing of a 
wounded world. We hope that in the coming year we will be able to work together with 
Jewish friends and colleagues in many ways towards the fulfilment of this vision. 
 

‘May God be gracious to us and bless us 
   and make his face to shine upon us, 
that your way may be known upon earth, 
   your saving power among all nations.’ (Psalm 67:1-2) 

 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Rev. Prof. Dr Ioan Sauca 
Interim General Secretary 
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