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Greetings from the Acting General Secretary of the World Council of Churches for Vesak 

Dear Buddhist friends, 

Greetings from the World Council of Churches! 

I send you cordial greetings of peace and joy as you prepare to observe the auspicious day of 

Vesak. May this be a truly blessed time for you, your families and your communities. 

We are all going through an unprecedented situation at present due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The human dimensions of the crisis can be felt in the day to day reality of the loss of family 

members, the inability to attend the last rites of loved ones and the increased uncertainties over 

basic human needs such as food, shelter and livelihood. Tragically the escalation of the 

pandemic has also meant the escalation of prejudice in different parts of the world. In many 

contexts the coronavirus has been given racist, communal and even nationalistic overtones. The 

new anxieties surrounding the coronavirus has had a dehumanizing effect on people and has 

reignited old strains of xenophobia.  

A time such as this requires all people of faith and good will to come together and  say no to any 

hate-mongering. There is need now more than ever for loving kindness (metta) and  compassion 

(karuna) to overflow across barriers. The idea of love which transcends all barriers is also central 

to the Christian tradition. Jesus taught that we need to love our neighbours as ourselves. 

Through his own life he demonstrated that true love finds its proper meaning and expression in 

compassionate service and committed solidarity which is other-centred.  

We at the WCC recognise the value of interreligious cooperation in carrying out acts of service 

and solidarity and thank our Buddhist partners for our continuing collaboration in dialogue and 

cooperation. Today as we encounter the escalation of both prejudice and pandemic the best 

form of service and solidarity we can show is perhaps to say an emphatic and united NO to any 

form of hate and hostility. Drawing from our respective spiritual traditions, let us encourage our 

communities to redouble their efforts towards spreading love in thought and action and thereby 

open new possibilities for healing and hope. I wish you all a meaningful Vesak. 

With best wishes 

 
 
 
 
 

Rev. Prof. Dr Ioan Sauca 
Acting General Secretary 
 
Geneva, May 5, 2020 
 

General Secretariat 

http://www.oikoumene.org/

