
 

 

 
World Week for Peace in Palestine and Israel 2025 

Theme: “We must give account.” 

“And no creature is hidden from his sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to 
whom we must give account.” – Hebrews 4:13 

 

Introduction:  

The World Week for Peace in Palestine and Israel (WWPPI) is an annual event held during 
the third week of September, hosted by the World Council of Churches (WCC) and observed 
globally, this year from 20-26 September.  

The week aims to encourage people of faith to pray for, and work towards, an end to Israeli 
occupation and oppression, and allowing both Palestinians and Israelis to live in peace. 

In the spirit of the WCC central committee resolution on Palestine and Israel adopted in June 
2025, this WWPPI 2025 lifts up the most important actions recommended by the central 
committee.  

The WCC at its central committee in Johannesburg, South Africa, June 2025 adopted the 
term “Apartheid” as the accurate way of describing the current actions of the Israeli 
Government in Gaza and the West Bank.  

The WCC also called for implementing sanctions and accountability:  

“We call on states, churches, and international institutions to impose consequences for 
violations of international law, including targeted sanctions, divestment, and arms 
embargoes. Full support must be given to the International Criminal Court and UN 
mechanisms investigating potential war crimes and crimes against Humanity”. 

 

“We must give account.” 
In the spirit of the WCC central committee’s calls, the WWPPI 2025 focuses on: 

1. Naming the reality of apartheid: We recognize and denounce the system of 
apartheid imposed by Israel on the Palestinian people, in violation of international law 
and moral conscience. 

2. Implementing sanctions and accountability: We call on states, churches, and 
international institutions to impose consequences for violations of international law, 
including targeted sanctions, divestment, and arms embargoes. Full support must be 
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given to the International Criminal Court and UN mechanisms investigating potential 
war crimes and crimes against humanity.  

3. Affirming Palestinian rights and freedom: We uphold the inalienable human rights 
of Palestinians to freedom, justice, return, and self-determination. We demand the end 
of the occupation and the lifting of the unlawful blockade on Gaza. 

4. Supporting the resilience and witness of Palestinian Christians, churches and 
communities: We uphold their right to remain on their land and to freely practice their 
faith. 

 

Sub-themes: Truth and Accountability 
The WWPPI 2025 rests on two additional sub-themes for biblical reflections and prayers, 
educational materials such as awareness raising material, focus tools and also calls for action: 
Truth and Accountability 

This WWPPI will try to adopt the key calls that the WCC made in its central committee 
statement.  

 

Truth: Let the Stones Speak: Truths from Jerusalem to Gaza 
“If they keep silent, the stones will cry out.” – Luke 19:40 

This theme centers on the lived experiences of Palestinians, with emphasis on children, 
women, and youth as prophetic witnesses to injustice. It highlights the silenced voices from 
Jerusalem to Gaza and calls the global community to listen, speak out, and act in faithful 
solidarity. 

Focus: 

• Uplifting the silenced voices of Palestinians in Jerusalem, West Bank, Gaza, and 
inside Israel, whose testimonies are often ignored or erased. 

• Confronting the narrative control that denies injustice and affirming the prophetic call 
to truth-telling and witness. 

• Emphasizing Jerusalem not only as a spiritual center but as a living city under 
pressure—marked by home demolitions, evictions, settler violence, and restricted 
religious freedoms. 

Reflections:  

• Stones symbolize memory, rootedness, resistance—in Jerusalem's old city 
streets, Gaza’s destroyed buildings, and ancient olive trees.  

• The voices of those enduring occupation carry divine truth. Our silence would 
betray justice; even the land cries out. 

 



Accountability: The realities call for accountability 
He who justifies the wicked and he who condemns the righteous are both alike an 
abomination to the Lord.” – Proverbs 17:15 

Focus:  

Acknowledging and speaking out against human rights violations, genocide, occupation, and 
the system of apartheid. 

Reflection:  

The importance of truth-telling and bearing witness to injustice, as called for by the WCC. 

The cost of complicity is impunity: “Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who put 
darkness for light and light for darkness, who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter!” – 
Issiah 5:20 

Examining the consequences: 

Examining the consequences of the lack of accountability and the cycle of violence it 
perpetuates. 

• Focus on Jerusalem and the city's status as the cornerstone for peace and as a 
place holy to the three monotheistic religions. In addition, highlight ongoing 
violations of religious freedom against Christians and Muslims.  

"You are witnesses of these things. And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father 
upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.” – Luke 24: 
48-49 

• Focus on violence against Palestinians in the West Bank by Israeli security 
forces and settlers and call for a new reality based on justice.  

"Blessed are the peacemakers for they shall be called the children of God." – Matthew 5: 
9-12 

• Focus on starvation in Gaza. 

For I was hungry, and you gave me nothing to eat?  

• Focus on Palestinians inside Israel. Bring to light the discrimination, the 
violence, the lack of security and the double standards at the Knesset level. 

Calls: 

Advocate for accountability through international law and support for mechanisms like the 
International Criminal Court and International Court of Justice—international mechanisms 
that most countries in the world are members of. 

Call for international protection in all its forms – in Jerusalem, in Gaza, and the West Bank – 
but also, in other parts currently under Israeli control. 

 



Proposed actions during the Week of Prayer 
1. Share testimonies during the week (short videos, quotes, or photos) from, for 

example:  

– A young person in Jerusalem resisting forced displacement. 

– A mother in Gaza facing starvation and loss. 

– A farmer whose olive trees were uprooted in the West Bank. 

–  Others representing faith, youth, women, displaced, and peacebuilders. 

– Legal support organization work and challenges 

2. Digital or physical installation of symbolic stones carrying quotes or names of 
villages/families at risk. 

3. Visual digital production on the themes at hand. 

4. Publish prayer service material. 

5. Call for international force presence for the protection of the communities living 
under occupation. 

6. Call for support to local legal support organizations. 

7. Call on religious leaders and heads of churches in your own country to apply pressure 
and to refer to the urgent need to implement international law. 

 


