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Introduction: The Echoes of Nicaea and the Path Forward 

Dear colleagues, friends in Christ, distinguished theologians, and all gathered here today, 

It is an honor to address this Tenth Congress of Asian Theologians. As we gather, I am deeply 

reminded of the invaluable contributions Asian churches and theologians have made and continue 

to make to the Christian faith. Your contributions reflect the richness of diversity and the deep 

theological heritage that Asia offers to the global Christian landscape. 

The theme of this gathering, “Echoes of Nicaea: Enduring Faith and Embracing Unity,” speaks not 

only to the historical significance of the Council of Nicaea but to its ongoing relevance in shaping 

our faith, our witness, and our ecumenical journey together. I am so pleased to see you reflecting 

on the Nicene Creed and its historical, doctrinal and contemporary relevance in the Asian context. 

I believe that your discussions would offer significant contributions to the topic.  

As you know, the World Council of Churches is placing significant focus on commemorating the 

1700th anniversary of the Council of Nicaea. In this regard, a number of activities across WCC 

programs will engage with the very questions you are addressing at your own conference. 

Additionally, we are also commemorating the centenary of the Stockholm Conference on Life and 

Work, alongside other important ecumenical jubilees. For this reason, the WCC has designated 

2025 as a Special Ecumenical Year, offering us an opportunity to revisit the original impulses that 

have shaped our common calling as a fellowship of churches, to assess and reflect on today’s 

challenges, and, most importantly, to discern our path forward together. 

In this context, I invite us today to explore what the Council of Nicaea is inviting us to think, discern, 

and do as we reflect on its ecumenical relevance. How do its lessons speak to our journey toward 

visible unity? How do they inspire our commitment to justice? 

Nicaea offers us more than a doctrinal legacy. To my mind, it confronts us with five critical 

invitations: to live out our faith in action, to journey together towards unity as a conciliar 

fellowship, to offer visible signs of unity through common celebrations, to pursue justice as an 

integral part of that journey, and to decolonize our communities and realities. These points are 

also so well captured in the sub-themes of your conference, namely, Ecclesial Synchrony: Oneness 

in Faith, Witness and Witness, Biocentric Solidarity: Covenantal Bond for Cosmic Wholeness, and 

Cybergenic Synergy: Envisioning Humanity and Digital Wellness.  
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The Nicene Faith: A Living Testament to Enduring Truth 

When we reflect on the First Ecumenical Council of Nicaea and the formulation of the Nicene 

Creed, we are not merely engaging with a historical relic or an ancient theological formula. We 

are reminded of the living faith it represents—a faith that testifies to the truth of Jesus Christ, the 

resurrected Son of God, who is one with the Father and the Holy Spirit. The Creed, formulated in 

325 AD, affirms Christ’s divinity and humanity, and it expresses the unity of the Triune God, inviting 

us into a shared confession of faith. The Nicene Creed is a reminder and call to oneness in Faith.  

To this day, this is the faith shared by most, if not all Christians, despite their confessional, 

denominational, cultural and other backgrounds. We might not recite the Nicene Creed, or we 

might use different versions of, but we all stand behind the faith in the Divine and Holy Trinity, 

expressed in it. 

However, the significance of the Nicene Creed extends far beyond doctrinal boundaries. More 

than a set of intellectual propositions, it is a faith that calls us to embodiment—a faith to be lived 

in our communities, in our actions, as individuals and churches, and in our witness.  

This leads us to the first invitation of Nicaea: How do we live our faith in action? How do we, as 

theologians and as the church, ensure that the faith we confess does not remain abstract but 

becomes incarnate in our daily lives? 

From Creed to Deed: The Invitation to Embody Faith through Action 

The first invitation that Nicaea offers us is to live our faith through action. It is a call to witness 

together. The Nicene Creed is a unifying thread that has bound Christian communities across 

centuries and continents. Yet, it is not merely a statement to be recited; it is a call to action. In a 

world filled with suffering, injustice, and division, we are challenged to move from creed to deed. 

The faith we confess must shape the way we live, the way we respond to the brokenness of the 

world, and the way we embody the love of Christ in tangible, transformative ways. 

This call to action is pressing in the Asian context, where many communities face the daily realities 

of poverty, migration, religious pluralism, and systemic injustice. As people of faith, we are called 

to explore how does the Nicene faith inspire movements for peace, justice, and reconciliation in 

such a context. How do we live out the truth that Christ is Lord in a world where many suffer under 

oppression and inequality? 

The connection between “right belief” and “right action” is essential here. The faith we proclaim 

must not remain in the realm of theological discourse alone. It must translate into concrete action 

that reflects God’s justice and compassion as we address the numerous injustices in the world, 

such as, economic, gender, climate and digital injustices. In the words of the apostle James, “Faith 

without works is dead” (James 2:26). Nicaea invites us to consider ways in which our faith comes 

alive through works of mercy, justice, reconciliation and peace. It invites us to reflect on and 

respond to injustices here in the Asian context.  

Pilgrimage and Synodality: Journeying Together in Faith 

The second invitation of Nicaea is the invitation to journey together, not as isolated communities, 

but as a fellowship. The very word synod that has defined the original gathering of Christians at 

Nicaea comes from the Greek word synodoi meaning “those on the same journey together.” This 

describes the call to With-ness.  



 

This image of journeying resonates deeply within the ecumenical movement. In the WCC we speak 

of churches journeying together on the pilgrimage of justice, reconciliation and unity.  

Therefore, synodality, or journeying together as the people of God, reflects this communal aspect 

of our faith. It reminds us that our journey is not an individual endeavor but a shared pilgrimage. 

The early church gathered at Nicaea to discern the truth of the Gospel together, and today, we 

are called to continue that pilgrimage. 

As we embark on this journey, we are confronted with challenges that test our commitment to 

unity. Division, both within the church and within society, can hinder our progress. Yet, the 

invitation of Nicaea is to persevere, to seek unity even in the midst of diversity and disagreement. 

Our pilgrimage is not static. It is dynamic, constantly moving forward as we discern together what 

it means to live out the faith of the apostles in our present context.  

Conciliar Fellowship: Living the Apostolic Faith in Community 

The third invitation of Nicaea is to seek unity among the churches, and to do so in a conciliar way, 

reflecting the original spirit of Nicaea. At the First Ecumenical Council in 325 AD, bishops gathered 

to discern the truth of the Gospel together, embodying the principle of conciliarity—a model of 

decision-making through mutual discernment and shared accountability. This practice of coming 

together to seek the mind of Christ remains inspiring today as it was nearly 1,700 years ago. 

For decades, the World Council of Churches has embraced this model of conciliar fellowship, 

striving to embody mutual commitment while pursuing the ultimate goal of full visible unity. As 

we reflect on the legacy of Nicaea and our ongoing ecumenical journey, we must ask ourselves: 

“Where now for visible unity?” Nicaea embedded in the consciousness of the church a vision of 

one, unified Body of Christ. This vision has remained the guiding force in our quest for visible unity 

and continues to challenge us to bridge divisions. 

In October 2025, the WCC will commemorate the 1700th anniversary of Nicaea with the Sixth 

World Conference on Faith and Order, exploring the theme “Where Now for Visible Unity?” This 

global gathering will offer a platform to reflect on how we can live out the apostolic faith in our 

diverse contexts, and how we can continue to journey on the pilgrimage of unity. 

In Asia, where Christians coexist alongside numerous other religious traditions, the call to unity 

carries particular significance. The challenge is to live the faith of the apostles with humility, 

respect, and openness, while remaining faithful to the truth of Christ. This means balancing our 

commitment to the Gospel with a readiness to engage constructively with the complexities of 

pluralism and secularism. The vision of Nicaea challenges us not just to affirm unity in words but 

to embody it in how we live and witness together as one body of Christ. 

A Common Date for Easter: A Visible Sign of Unity 

The fourth invitation of Nicaea is to offer visible signs of unity—perhaps most powerfully through 

the celebration of the resurrection of Christ. One of the most enduring symbols of Christian unity 

is our shared celebration of Easter, the central event of our faith. And yet, here too, we find 

division, as different Christian traditions celebrate Easter on different dates. 

The quest for a common date for Easter, which played a significant role in the convocation of the 

Council of Nicaea, remains a powerful symbol of our desire for unity. As we approach the year 

2025, this endeavor takes on new significance. Next year, as you know, all Christians worldwide 

will celebrate Easter together. I believe we are called to use this momentum to imagine the 



 

powerful witness it would be if Christians around the world, in every tradition, celebrated the 

resurrection of Christ on the same day every year. Such a united celebration would not only affirm 

our shared faith but also serve as a visible sign of the unity we seek. 

I believe that this call for a common celebration is particularly important in the multi-religious 

context, such as that of Asia, where Christians constitute a religious minority in many countries. A 

united Easter celebration would be a profound testament to the power of Christ's victory over 

death and a visible witness to the world of the unity of His body, the church. Nicaea invites us to 

ask: How can we, as a fellowship of churches, work together to offer this visible sign of unity to the 

world? 

Seeking Justice and Unity: A Dual Mission 

As we journey toward visible unity, we must also recognize that this journey is inseparable from 

the pursuit of justice. The Nicene faith is a testimony to the profound mystery of the incarnation—

the reality of the Son of God who became fully human. In taking on humanity, Christ did not remain 

distant or detached from the struggles and sufferings of the world. Instead, He entered into its 

brokenness, embracing its pain and offering a way toward reconciliation and redemption. This 

incarnational reality is central to our faith and speaks powerfully to our call to serve humanity and 

all creation. The Nicene Creed`s acknowledgement of God as “maker of heaven and earth, of all 

things visible and invisible” is a sure indication of interconnectedness and covenantal bond that 

binds humanity with the entire ecological system.  

Therefore, incarnation presents us with an ongoing invitation to embody God's love and justice in 

the world. This divine act of solidarity with humanity and creation calls the church to a similar 

commitment—to step into the world's suffering and injustices, not as passive observers but as 

active agents of healing and reconciliation. We are called to care for creation, proclaim justice and 

serve as responsible stewards.  

In this sense, our service to humanity is not an optional addition to our faith but an essential 

expression of it. The journey toward unity, therefore, cannot be separated from the journey 

toward justice. The same Christ who prayed for the unity of His followers also preached the 

coming of God’s Kingdom—a Kingdom marked by love, peace, and righteousness.  

Moreover, the incarnation reveals that every person bears the image of God and is worthy of 

dignity, care, and justice. This means that our commitment to unity must encompass a 

commitment to transforming the unjust systems and structures that continue to harm and 

dehumanize people. 

The pursuit of visible unity is, therefore, not just about bridging theological or institutional divides 

within the church but about reflecting the incarnate love of Christ through concrete actions that 

promote justice, dignity, and reconciliation. Our unity in Christ must be demonstrated through a 

united commitment to serve, heal, and uplift the suffering and vulnerable in our communities and 

beyond.  And this is why we speak of pilgrimage of justice and unity.  

In that regard, Nicaea invites us to ask: How can we ensure that our quest for unity is always linked 

with our commitment to justice? How can we embody a Nicene faith that seeks justice for the 

oppressed, liberation for the marginalized, and dignity for all people?  

 

 



 

Decolonizing Church Practices and Theological Imagination 

As we reflect on the Council of Nicaea, we must also confront the colonial legacies that have 

shaped Christian history, particularly in regions like Asia. Although Nicaea was convoked by an 

emperor, its faith was discerned and decided by Christian bishops. This distinction urges us to ask: 

How does the Council of Nicaea speak to our current efforts to decolonize Christianity? 

For many churches, the spread of Christianity is intertwined with the painful history of colonialism. 

In this context, Nicaea presents us with a fifth invitation: the call to decolonize our church realities 

and theological imagination. 

Colonialism often imposed uniformity at the expense of diversity, marginalizing indigenous voices 

and local expressions of faith. Though initiated as an imperial council, Nicaea invites us to reclaim 

it not as a symbol of rigid orthodoxy or “the faith of the Empire,” but as a moment of conciliar 

discernment—a gathering of the global church to listen, learn, and honor the diverse ways God’s 

truth is revealed across cultures. 

This invitation challenges us to ask: How have colonial legacies shaped our understanding of the 

Nicene faith? How can we decolonize our theologies to better reflect the richness of diverse 

Christian expressions? It compels us to dismantle lingering colonial structures in theology and 

practice, to elevate the voices of theologians from the Global South, and to allow the Nicene faith 

to take root in local contexts. 

Ultimately, this invitation is about embracing a unity that celebrates cultural diversity, ensuring 

that the Gospel is a force for liberation rather than oppression. By doing so, we allow Nicaea to 

inspire a faith that honors the dignity, freedom, and humanity of all peoples. 

Conclusion 

As we reflect on Nicaea’s enduring legacy, we see that it offers us more than doctrinal clarity or 

historical memory—it presents us with profound invitations to shape our collective present and 

future. Nicaea calls us to live our faith through actions, to journey together in conciliar fellowship, 

and to seek visible unity, not least through shared celebrations. But these commitments cannot 

stand alone. They must be firmly linked with our dedication to justice and the decolonization of 

our theological imagination. 

In a world marked by division, injustice, and lingering colonial legacies, the Nicene faith challenges 

us to embody Christ’s incarnational love by pursuing justice for the oppressed, reconciliation 

among all people and unity of all Christians. It calls us to uplift the dignity and humanity of every 

person, ensuring that our quest for unity is rooted in compassion and inclusivity. 

In this spirit, may the echoes of Nicaea continue to inspire us to journey together in faith, serve as 

agents of justice, and embrace a unity that reflects the love and mercy of Christ in the Asian 

context and to the world. 
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