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Geneva, 3 March 2023 

 

Letter of congratulations addressed to 

Cardinal Walter Kasper 

 

Your Eminence,  

Please receive my sincere congratulations on your special birthday!  

The World Council of Churches (WCC) recalls with deep gratitude the tireless service of Your 
Eminence for Christian unity, especially during your leadership in the then Pontifical Council for 
Promoting Christian Unity. Your Eminence has been both an animator and a coordinator of the 
bulk of the WCC official contacts with the Roman Catholic Church and of so many joint activities. 
You and your colleagues have performed this role faithfully and creatively over many years, so 
that the WCC has found in you a trusted partner on the ecumenical journey.  

The World Council of Churches and the Roman Catholic Church continue the faithful collaboration 
in the same spirit of trust and mutual strengthening, advancing the common witness in addressing 
the challenges of our times. We rejoice in the progress made in the ecumenical pilgrimage in the 
last decades. However, we realise the need to do more, as Your Eminence stressed in a reflection 
on the ecumenical movement in the 21st century at the event marking the 40th anniversary of 
the Joint Working Group between the Roman Catholic Church and the WCC “much more than 
what has already been accomplished remains to be done. We are only at the beginning of a new 
beginning.”  

In carrying on the legacy of our predecessors, we are strengthened and inspired by our shared 
conviction that, “the ecumenical movement has been and will continue to be an impulse and a 
gift of the Holy Spirit”. On our ecumenical path, your deep theological reflections on the 
foundations, the vision, the ways, and the practice of the ecumenical movement, and especially 
the insistence on spiritual ecumenism, continue to animate, inspire, and guide us all. 

At this hour of thanksgiving, we celebrate with you the gifts that God has entrusted you and that 
you made so fruitful throughout your many years of service in his vineyard. We give thanks for the 
loving goodness and all blessings, which God has poured abundantly upon you and upon his 
Church under the leadership of Your Eminence. 
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On behalf of the entire fellowship of the World Council of Churches, please receive my warmest 
congratulations on your birthday, my wishes for many blessed years in the witness to God’s 
wonderful works, and the assurance of our fervent prayers.  

Yours in Christ, 

 

 

 

 
Rev. Prof. Dr Jerry Pillay  
General Secretary 
World Council of Churches  


