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(stand) 
 
Processional 
 
♪ Opening Hymn: The Church’s one foundation  

(In any language) 
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L: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: Amen 
 
L: Come, disciples of Christ, called to worship the one Triune God, 

the God of justice, love, and grace. 
All: We come, your obedient disciples.  
 
L: Come, disciples of Christ, called to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ: 

the fullness of life, 
the repentance and forgiveness of sin, 
and the promise of eternal life. 

All: We come, your faithful disciples.  
 
L: Come, disciples of Christ, 

called to joyfully engage in the ways of the Holy Spirit 
who empowers people from the margins with agency, 
in the search for justice and dignity. 

All: We come, your joyful disciples.  
 
(sit) 
 
Welcome (Moderator of WCC Central Committee, Bishop Heinrich Bedford-Strohm) 
 
♪ Together in Christ We Move  

(sung in English and Tongan) 
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Prayer of Adoration and Confession 
 
L: God of all, our hearts and bodies are thankful for this opportunity to come 

before you to worship you in the beauty of holiness.  
 
L: We come before you, a holy family, united in the beautiful diversity of your 

creation, yet all part of the one Body of Christ. We praise you that through the 
living waters of baptism, our sins, red as scarlet, were washed away, and we were 
healed as we became part of the beloved community, the family of God. We 
praise your name as we give thanks to you, Creator God, for all that you have 
provided for us.  

 
L: Yet, we confess that we are unwilling to share our abundant resources even as we 

witness the suffering of those who lack the necessities of life. We confess that in 
our selfishness, we do not care enough for the needs of others. Open our hearts 
to show mercy. As Jesus showed us how to love—help us to do likewise.  

 
We confess before you our sins, seeking your pardon… (pause) 

 
L: Almighty God, hear our prayers, have mercy on us and forgive our sins.  
 
All: Thanks be to God.  
 
♪ As many as have been baptized into Christ  
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Act of Installation  
 
Bishop Dr Heinrich Bedford-Strohm: 
 
L: We are assembled to install Jerry Pillay as the ninth general secretary of the World 

Council of Churches.   
 

Jerry, you have been called to serve as the general secretary of the WCC, after 
being elected by the central committee of the WCC on June 17, 2022.  

 
Today, as you are installed, I ask you: 

 
Will you, believing that the church is Christ’s body gathered by Christ’s love to 
serve in reconciling the world, continue to do your part in the building up of His 
Body, the Church? 

Jerry:  I will, God being my help. 
 
L: Will you, with the aid of the Holy Spirit and by the grace of God, endeavour to 

faithfully perform all the duties of the office of the general secretary of the WCC, 
being careful at all times to speak the truth in love?  

Jerry:  I will, God being my help. 
 
L: Will you, in accordance with the constitution of the World Council of Churches, 

work consistently so that all the member churches of the WCC, those serving as 
members of the executive and central committees and the various commissions, 
reference and study groups and your colleagues on staff, are strengthened in their 
commitment to serve the Church and Christ, as its head? 

Jerry: I will, God being my help. 
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(Here the congregation shall stand) 
 
L: Will you, the people of God representing the global membership of the WCC, 

now receive Jerry as the ninth general secretary; will you hold him in high respect 
as he works among you, sustaining him with your love and prayers, supplying him 
with your full support and participation as he, and all who work alongside him, 
faithfully serve this generation? 

All:  We will, God being our help. 
  
L: Let us pray: 
 

Almighty God, you have established one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church,  
and you invite us into communion. We thank you for calling your servant Jerry to 
leadership within the ecumenical movement. Give him the gifts he needs to 
accomplish this work.  

 
All:  May the Triune God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit bless you and guide 

you in all your journeying. Amen 
 
Jerry, I hereby install you as the ninth general secretary of the World Council of 
Churches. 
 
The Charge to Rev. Prof. Dr Jerry Pillay 
 
L: In this sacred hour I charge you: 
 
L: Remember the words of our Lord Jesus “You shall love the Lord your God with 

all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ ” 
 
L: Remember the words of our Lord Jesus: “I am the Vine, you are the branches. 

He that abides in me and I in him, the same bears much fruit.”  
 
L: Remember the words of our Lord Jesus to Simon Peter: “Do you love Me? Feed 

my lambs; Tend my Sheep; Feed my Sheep.” 
 
(sit for silent prayer) 
 
♪ Choir Anthem: The Lord Bless you 
 
♪ Hamba nathi mkulu wethu The Journey is long 
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Prayer Before Scripture Reading 
 

L: Make us wise in your law and enlighten our thoughts with your knowledge.  
Sanctify our souls with your truth and grant us to be obedient to your words so 
we fulfil your commandments at every hour, O Lord of all, Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit for ever. 

All: Amen 
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Old Testament: Exodus 19: 9 – 15a 
 

9 Then the Lord said to Moses, “I am going to come to you in a dense cloud, in order 
that the people may hear when I speak with you and so trust you ever after.” 
 
When Moses had told the words of the people to the Lord, 10 the Lord said to Moses, 
“Go to the people and consecrate them today and tomorrow. Have them wash their 
clothes 11 and prepare for the third day, because on the third day the Lord will come 
down upon Mount Sinai in the sight of all the people. 12 You shall set limits for the 
people all around, saying, ‘Be careful not to go up the mountain or to touch the edge of 
it. Any who touch the mountain shall be put to death. 13 No hand shall touch them, but 
they shall be stoned or shot with arrows; whether animal or human being, they shall not 
live.’ When the trumpet sounds a long blast, they may go up on the mountain.” 14 So 
Moses went down from the mountain to the people. He consecrated the people, and they 
washed their clothes. 15 And he said to the people, “Prepare for the third day;” 
 
Epistle Reading: Hebrews 11:23-28 
 

23 By faith Moses was hidden by his parents for three months after his birth, because they 
saw that the child was beautiful, and they were not afraid of the king’s edict. 24 By faith 
Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be called a son of Pharaoh’s daughter, 
25 choosing rather to share ill-treatment with the people of God than to enjoy the fleeting 
pleasures of sin. 26 He considered abuse suffered for the Christ to be greater wealth than 
the treasures of Egypt, for he was looking ahead to the reward. 27 By faith he left Egypt, 
unafraid of the king’s anger, for he persevered as though he saw him who is invisible. 
28 By faith he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of blood, so that the destroyer of the 
firstborn would not touch the firstborn of Israel. 
 
(stand) 
 

♪ Halleluya
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Gospel Reading: Matthew 25: 31 – 40  
 
31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory and all the angels with him, then he will sit 
on the throne of his glory. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will 
separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 
33 and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. 34 Then the king will 
say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world, 35 for I was hungry and you 
gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and 
you welcomed me, 36 I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care 
of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ 37 Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, 
when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food or thirsty and gave you 
something to drink? 38 And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you or 
naked and gave you clothing? 39 And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and 
visited you?’ 40 And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of 
the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did it to me.’ 
  
♪ Halleluya  
 

 
 
(sit) 
 
Sermon: Rev. Prof. Dr Jerry Pillay, General Secretary, World Council of Churches  
 
(stand) 
 
♪ The Right hand of God  
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L: Let us affirm our faith: 
 
(stand) 
 
All: We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; 
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate 
from the Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
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he suffered death and was buried; 
on the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven. 
He is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
he will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father; 
with the Father and the Son 
he is worshiped and glorified; 
he has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in the holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed 

(sit) 
 
Prayers of the People  
 
L: With faith and confidence, we come in prayer before God, who is Father, Son, 

and Holy Spirit:  
 
L: We give thanks for the work of the World Council of Churches and all other 

ecumenical bodies, who work unceasingly for unity, justice, and peace. As we 
mark this moment, may we, in our work and witness together of Christ’s love, lay 
aside our pride, give up our prejudice and our easy judgments of others, as if they 
always had less and we more faith, hope and love. 

 
♪ Coptic Kyrie Je Nai Nan  
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L: We give thanks for all the staff of the WCC, today in particular for the newly 

installed general secretary. We ask for the Spirit’s guidance and discernment in all 
matters and for wisdom in the face of ongoing challenges. We pray that we might 
continue steadfastly and with good will on the way which we have begun, that we 
may arrive at peace and reconciliation, that God may be praised, and that our 
witness may be credible before the world.  

 
♪ Coptic Kyrie Je Nai Nan 
 
L: We give thanks for the faithful support given to the work and witness of the 

World Council of Churches. May all that we do be done for the good of all 
people and for the benefit of all creation which is held together in Christ. We 
commend to you all who are persecuted for your name’s sake, asking that you 
deliver them from evil. Look, in mercy, we pray upon all who suffer and hear 
those who cry out in pain and desolation. 

 
♪ Coptic Kyrie Je Nai Nan 
 
L: We give thanks for the nations of this world and for those nations where peace 

and good will prevail among its people. As we pray for all leaders of the nations’, 
we ask that you guide them in the ways of mercy and truth. Bring peace to those 
nations that now witness conflict and war. Bring comfort to victims of natural 
disasters, and we remember, in particular, our brothers and sisters in Turkey and 
Syria. Be with the needy and poor that they may not be forgotten. Heal the sick 
in body, mind, and spirit. We commend to you this world for which Christ died. 
Grant protection and give us your mercy. 

 
♪ Coptic Kyrie Je Nai Nan 
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 (stand) 
 
The Lord’s Prayer  (each in his or her own language)    
 
  

Sending Forth 
 
L:  God, in your grace, you have allowed the formation of the Ecumenical 
Movement  

to serve you in this turbulent world.  
Now, we humbly ask you to guide and strengthen the World Council of 

Churches  
as it continues its work and witness in these difficult times. 
Let the Cross of Christ, the symbol of humiliation and self-sacrifice,  
always be the mast of the ecumenical ship as it sets sail for its service in this 

season. 
 
All:     We are confident that God is calling us to go on our way together. 

We share a common pilgrimage of justice, reconciliation, and unity as 
people who hope in the resurrection. 
We journey from this place, sharing God’s peace with each other and the 
world in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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♪ El amor de Cristo Ileva al mundo (Christ can move the world) 
 

 
 

 
 

Please proceed immediately to the Visser 't Hooft Hall. 
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