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The year 2021 marked the 75th anniversary of the 
Bossey Ecumenical Institute. What a blessing that we 
were able to celebrate this as an important moment 
together with the World Council of Churches (WCC) 
executive committee in November 2021. We continue 
to be very thankful for the prayers and support 
of many people who feel close to the Ecumenical 
Institute: students, alumni, friends, donors, guests.

In June, the institute hosted the conference “Teaching 
Ecumenism in the Context of World Christianity” in an 
online format. The Ecumenical Institute, because of its 
place within the WCC and its 75-year long experience 
in ecumenical education, holds a unique position in 
this conversation. It was a joy to see junior and senior 
scholars from around the world involved in probing 
the challenging questions. The conference speakers 
and participants analysed the changing landscapes in 
ecclesial and religious life together and they discussed 
responses to the theological, epistemological and 
methodological questions that the current situation 
poses. The keynote presentation will be made 
available in the WCC journal The Ecumenical Review 
74.1 (2022). 

In August 2021, Fr Dr Lawrence Iwuamadi handed 
over the baton as academic dean to Rev. Dr Simone 
Sinn. We are deeply grateful to Fr Lawrence for his 
committed service as academic dean since January 
2018. He was the first Roman Catholic professor to 
be appointed to this position, and he did exceedingly 
well. We very much appreciate the decision of the 
Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity to 
extend his time of service in Bossey until 2024. We 
look forward to seeing now Rev. Dr Simone Sinn 
taking over the role as academic dean. 

With gratitude and joy, the Ecumenical Institute 
welcomed 33 new students in September 2021. We 
have been able to continue our mission, providing 
ecumenical formation and leadership development 
for young pastors and theologians from around the 
world. 

After almost two years of the global pandemic, we 
realize how united we are as one humanity: we share 
the same fears, the same challenges, and the same 
yearning for the well-being of our one human family. 
In the face of ongoing uncertainties and fear, let us 
also realize our enormous opportunities to come 
together and serve one another.

Rev. Prof. Dr Ioan Sauca 
Director, Ecumenical Institute 
WCC acting general secretary

 

Greetings from the director 
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Beginning in September 2021, 
the Ecumenical Institute at Bossey 
started buzzing with activity 
again, as a new academic year 
officially began. The new professor 
of ecumenical missiology, Rev. 
Dr Joomee Hur preached in the 
opening prayer service in the 
Bossey chapel on 8 September, and 
students from around the world 
embarked on an intense period of 
ecumenical community building, of 
academic learning, and for many 
an experience of a lifetime. As the 
semester began, the Ecumenical 
Institute offered a weeklong 
orientation programme for the 
students to find their footing in a 
new learning environment. 

The welcome offered by the 
Reformed Church Terre Sainte 
was special this year; it included 
a barbecue evening on the lawn 
of the Château and the Sunday 
service on 12 September in 
Céligny. After the service, all 
students and faculty members 
were invited for lunch into the 

homes of 16 families of the parish. 

Thirty-three students from 20 
different countries were able to 
come to Bossey. Throughout the 
semester, the Institute has made 
sure to follow the national and 
cantonal regulations to protect 
students, staff and clients in 
Bossey. We are grateful for the 
opportunities for students to get 
vaccinated in Switzerland.

A highlight was in the middle 
of the semester was the Dies 
Academicus, centred on the theme 
“Is Racism a Faith Question?” 
The insightful presentations from 
diverse speakers invited quite 
animated discussions as students 
brought their experience and 
their theological perspectives 
into the conversation. A special 
moment shortly after that 
was the celebration of the 75 
anniversary together with the 
WCC Executive Committee. It 
provided a time to give thanks 
for the continuous ecumenical 

formation and education that 
has been offered in Bossey, being 
grateful for those who shaped the 
original vision of the Ecumenical 
Institute and implemented it like 
Suzanne de Dietrich, the first 
director of studies. At heart of the 
evening were then conversations 
among current students and WCC 
executive committee members 
around personal experiences 
of ecumenism that had a life-
changing impact. 

Almost all the activities, including 
study visits could take place 
again this semester. Students 
were blessed to be able to go to 
parishes on the first weekend of 
Advent in the German-speaking 
part of Switzerland. The hospitality 
offered is important for students 
as they build relationships with 
congregation members and pastors 
in Switzerland. Furthermore, the 
whole group was able to visit the 
community of Taizé on the third 
weekend of Advent. 

Buzzing with activity - Bossey academic year 2021-2022 
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Four Master students graduated in 
June 2021 after successful defence 
of their Master’s thesis. 

Rev. Evans Nyamadzawo, from 
Zimbabwe, described Bossey as “a 
full package of ecumenism.”  He 
said: “Unity in diversity is expressed 
in all forms: in classes, prayer life, 
and daily life. It was amazing how 
we interacted in and outside the 
classes despite our differences in 
race, regions, countries, languages, 
and churches.” 

Zhao Meiqing, from China, 
characterized the 2020-21 
graduating class as “the COVID 
generation,” pointing to a year full 
of uncertainties, constant changes 
and adaptations. Meiqing added, 
“As we head back to where we are 
from, we joyfully bring with us the 
burden of embodying the spirit of 
unity gifted to us and carrying the 
movement forward through the 
love of Christ, to be ambassadors 
of reconciliation and unity in our 
respective contexts!”

“Living with and experiencing 
people with different ideas and 

cultures was most rewarding for 
me at Bossey,” said Rev. Sang 
Hoon Han, a missionary in Burundi. 
“I realized that there were people 
with different perspectives beyond 
my imagination, and I wish to 
become a more humble and 
inclusive person.” Han added, 
“Moreover, I want to help them to 
be more tolerant and inclusive of 
their conversations with people of 
other faiths.”

Nataliia Pavlyk from Ukraine wrote 
her Master’s thesis about ascetic 
practices in interfaith dialogue: Jain 

Yoga and Orthodox Hesychasm. 
She explored the fundamental 
theological and philosophical 
propositions on which ascetic 
teachings and mystical experiences 
within Eastern Orthodox 
Christianity and Jainism are based. 
Her thesis demonstrates the value 
of the body and the importance 
of asceticism in the spiritual 
experience of both traditions. This 
study is part of growing scholarship 
on ascetic practices in interreligious 
relations.

Graduation in June 2021  

Photo: Grégoire de Fombelle/WCC

When in January 2021 twenty-
three students earned post-
graduate Certificates in Ecumenical 
Studies they looked back to an 
intensive time of five months of 
ecumenical life and continuous 
adaptation to new developments 
related to COVID-19. From 
COVID-19 restrictions to language 
barriers, from understanding new 
theologies to cultural differences, 
Bossey students worked through it 
all to form a closely-knit group.

A day before their graduation 
ceremony, the students met online 
with representatives of some 
Roman dicasteries, including the 
Pontifical Council for Promoting 
Christian Unity, Dicastery for 
Promoting Integral Human 
Development and Pontifical 
Council for Interreligious Dialogue. 
They also took part via streaming 
in the Vespers presided over by 
Cardinal Kurt Koch for the closing 
of the Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity.

“If it is true that each academic 
year at Bossey is unique, the 

2020-2021 academic year might 
be the most unique for obvious 
reasons,” said Fr Dr Lawrence 
Iwuamadi, academic dean of the 
Ecumenical Institute during that 
year, to the students as they had 
spread out across the chapel space, 
all wearing masks as a protective 
measure.

As the students accepted their 
certificates, Iwuamadi advised 
them that the real impact of 
Bossey starts the moment one 

leaves Bossey. “Our hope and 
prayers for them: that they make 
the best of the knowledge they 
have acquired, their experiences, 
the rich friendships, the challenges 
and joys they have freely shared 
and exchanged in the past months, 
transforming them into meaningful 
foundations for future engagement 
in the pilgrimage of justice and 
peace in their communities and 
contexts.”

Graduation ceremony, January 2021

Photo: Sang Hoon Han

Following a successful pilot 
project in the spring of 2021, the 
Ecumenical Institute at Bossey 
is inviting applications for a 
renewed version of the 10-week 
online course entitled “Together 
Towards Unity. Being Church in a 
Fragmented World” in 2022.

The online course will run from 
14 March-5 June 2022, with 
an application deadline of 15 
February.

Applications are also open for 
the Bossey Interreligious Studies 
Course in 2022. 

For more information, application 
forms and guidelines, please visit: 
www.oikoumene.org/what-we-do/
the-ecumenical-institute-bossey  
or contact:  
Bossey_Admissions@wcc-coe.org

Study at Bossey: Applications open for courses in 2022

Alexander Stavnichuk, a former 
MAS-student of Bossey and then 
PhD-student, received the “Prix 
Théodore Claparède” from the 
faculty of theology, University of 
Geneva, for his doctoral thesis.
The Prix Théodore Claparède is an 
award in the field of the history 
of Christianity, but the faculty of 
theology took into consideration 
the detailed historical parts of  
the dissertation on ecumenical 
dialogue. Under the co-supervision 
of Prof. Christophe Chalamet of 

the University of Geneva, and the 
former academic dean of Bossey, 
Rev. Dr Dagmar Heller, who is 
currently the Study Secretary 
for Orthodoxy and director of 
Institute for Ecumenical Studies 
and Research, Bensheim Germany, 
Alexander Stavnichuk defended his 
doctoral thesis in December 2020 
focusing on pneumatology and 
the contributions of  Pentecostal/
charismatic churches to ecumenical 
dialogue.

Prix Théodore Claparède awarded to Former Bossey student
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Sixty participants from across the 
globe attended the pilot phase of 
the Bossey online course themed: 
“Together Towards Unity: Being 
Church in a Fragmented World” 
that took place from 5 April to 11 
June 2021 in five modules. The 
course is intended to strengthen 
the agency and capacity of 
students for theological reflection 
on key themes of contemporary 
ecumenical issues while recounting 
the milestones of the ecumenical 
movements.

The first module, titled, “The 
Quest for Unity: Entering Pathways 
in Building Communion in a 
Fragmented World”, outlined how 
ecumenical theology constructively 
contributes to the churches’ search 
for reconciliation and unity while 
introducing different ecclesial self-
understandings that are around 
the ecumenical table.  

The second module, “Scripture, 
Hermeneutics and Ecumenical 
Spirituality: Biblical Interpretation 
for Christian Unity” raised the 
question of the role biblical 
interpretation has played in 
divisions among Christians and 
explored how and why we read the 
Bible so differently. The question 
that arises is the extent to which 
cultural background creates the 
lenses for reading the Scriptures. 
The module highlights the central 
role of the Bible in ecumenical 
spirituality.

Module three, “The Ecological 
Reformation: Rethinking 
theological and Ethical 
Frameworks” examined the 
human-induced ecological crisis 
in our world and the calls for a 
reflective account or ecological 
reformation that has emerged in 

the ecumenical movement. The 
underlying question is not only 
about what the church can do to 
redress ecological destruction but 
also how ecological awareness 
challenges Christian self-
understanding, its cherished values 
and beliefs.  

In the fourth module, “Doing 
Dialogue ‘Other-Wise’: 
Reconfiguring Interreligious 
Dialogue” interreligious 
engagement is uplifted as an 
important means to foster 
the flourishing of life. While 
acknowledging that traditional 
forms of dialogue have succumbed 
to the trap of elitism, the module 
privileges the perspectives of the 
margins in order to re-imagine 
dialogue in creative fidelity to 
scriptures, (spi)ritual practices and 
marginalized contexts in order to 
reinvent interreligious dialogue as a 
dialogue of and for life.

The last, and fifth module, 
“Church, Society and Mission: 
Responding to Challenges in 
Today’s World”, employs the 
proposition “Christians dwell 
in the world, but are not of the 

world” that affirms an anonymous 
Christian writing from the 2nd 
century AD called The Epistle to 
Diognetus, echoes the words of 
Jesus in John 17:14 as imagery 
to frame a Christian lifestyle 
within the society. The underlying 
assumption is that the world is a 
space of manifestation of divine 
economy and how the Church 
as God’s gift and instrument for 
the flourishing of the world can 
discern, act, and contribute to the 
transformation of the world.

The spirited participation of those 
who enrolled into the course was 
evident through their interaction 
in the weekly discussion forums 
and contact sessions. They received 
and gave in equal measure. 
Their thoughtful contributions 
and interactions remain on the 
platform as a resource for the 
institute as it establishes this aspect 
of ecumenical formation.

The online course was a fruitful 
collaboration between Bossey 
faculty and colleagues from the 
WCC communications team and 
Globethics.net.

Bossey Online Course – A new pilot project in 2021

Photo: Albin Hillert/WCC

Keeping its tradition of offering 
avant-garde ecumenical formation 
and providing ecumenical 
conversations that address 
contemporary questions, the 
Bossey Ecumenical Institute 
organized an online international 
conference, “Teaching Ecumenism 
in the Context of World 
Christianity,” 2-4 June 2021.

The conference provided an 
opportunity to reflect on the 
intersection between ecumenism, 
mission, and interreligious 
dialogue. 

Dealing with the question on how 
to teach Ecumenism in an era of 
World Christianity, the conference 

brought together a diverse group 
of experts from diverse disciplines 
of theology and religious studies to 
engage on the theme. With nine 
plenary sessions and thirty-six short 
paper sessions, speakers came 
from a broad range of church 
traditions and regional contexts 
with engaging presentations from 
three perspectives: Ecumenism, 
Teaching Ecumenism and World 
Christianity.

The opening plenary explored 
the conference theme and the 
inherent tensions. Two plenaries 
of the second day focused on 
the assessment of changing 
landscapes, first in ecumenism 

and then in World Christianity. On 
the third day, the closing plenaries 
drew conclusions for teaching 
ecumenism and teaching World 
Christianity. 

The initial plan for the international 
conference on “Teaching 
Ecumenism in the context of 
World Christianity” was for an 
onsite event at Bossey, but because 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, it 
eventually took place online. The 
Ecumenical Institute hopes that the 
deliberations of the conference will 
contribute to discussions on the 
future of Ecumenical Formation 
beyond the WCC 11th Assembly in 
Karlsruhe, Germany in 2022.”

International conference: Teaching Ecumenism in the Context 
of World Christianity 

Photo: Peter KennyWCC
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A Roman Catholic priest of the 
Archdiocese of Owerri, Nigeria, 
Father Dr Lawrence Iwuamadi 
was appointed to the Ecumenical 
Institute in 2012 by the Vatican, 
as professor of ecumenical biblical 
hermeneutics. This position is 
supported by the Pontifical Council 
for Promoting Christian Unity 
(PCPCU). He was the first Roman 
Catholic faculty member to be 
appointed as academic dean at the 
Ecumenical Institute; he served in 
this capacity from January 2018 
to July 2021. His commitment to 
strengthening the nexus between 
academic life, community life 
and spiritual life was very much 
appreciated. Students and 
colleagues are deeply grateful 
for his steadfast and responsible 
leadership. During his tenure, Pope 
Francis visited the Ecumenical 
Institute in June 2018. Moreover, 

Iwuamadi successfully navigated 
the Ecumenical Institute through 
the waters during the COVID-19 
pandemic, with clear and reliable 
communication, and a hope-filled 
vision for the residential formation 
at the Ecumenical Institute. After 

he handed over the baton to 
his successor in the office of the 
academic dean in summer 2021, 
he continues to teach ecumenical 
biblical hermeneutics and 
contributes in manifold ways to the 
formation at Bossey. 

Thanking Lawrence Iwuamadi for his tenure as academic dean 

Photo: Ivars Kupcis/WCC

Joomee Hur new missiology professor at Bossey
In mid-August 2021, Rev. Dr 
Joo Mee Hur from South Korea 
arrived and started her work as 
professor of ecumenical missiology 
at the Ecumenical Institute. We 
are grateful to the three mission 
organisations that support this 
chair of missiology in Bossey: 
United Evangelical Mission, 
Commission for World Mission and 
CEVAA-Communauté d’Eglises 
en mission. Rev. Dr Joo Mee Hur 
was born and grew up in South 
Korea. She brings experiences in 
mission as well as in the church. 
She holds a Master of Divinity from 
Daejeon Theological University, 
South Korea, a Master’s degree 
in Theology from the Protestant 
Theological University (PthU), The 

Netherlands, and a Doctorate of 
Philosophy from the Johannes 
Gutenberg University Mainz, 
Germany. Her dissertation, 
Inheriting the Mother’s Name: 
Intercultural Theology, Women’s 
Subjectivity and the Arts discusses 
the interdisciplinary methodologies 
drawing from religious studies, 
social science and the arts for the 
liberation of oppressed women. 
Before coming to Bossey she was 
a lecturer at the Comparative 
Religion and Missiology chair at 
the Johannes Gutenberg University 
Mainz, Germany. Rev. Dr Joo Mee 
Hur has been ordained in the 
Presbyterian Church of Korea (PCK) 
in 2016. 

Photo: Lee Chang Ho/Myung Hwa Studio

Terre Sainte-Céligny Parish welcomes Bossey Students

The local Reformed Church parish 
joined the orientation week of 
the 2021-2022 intake of the 
Ecumenical Institute students in 
an uplifting way. On Saturday 11 
September, the parish hosted a 
barbeque for our new students. 
It was a joyful time of fellowship 
for students and parish members, 
including children.

On Sunday 12 September, the 
parish welcomed Bossey students 

during the usual church service 
and the Céligny commune 
formally welcomed the students 
too. Afterwards, individual family 
invited students in pairs to their 
homes, while faculty members 
were hosted by the pastor and her 
family. 

Speaking later, Pastor Linda Sibuet 
emphasised the mutual benefits of 
the interaction, not only as a gift 
to the Bossey Ecumenical Institute 

but as a gift to her parishioners 
who have a culturally diverse 
international community at their 
doorstep. 

Such fellowship is a dimension of 
ecumenical life and formation that 
bodes well for the future. It also 
profoundly connects with, and 
echoes the past. (cf. https://www.
oikoumene.org/news/the-celigny-
congregation-bossey-and-the-
memories-of-arnold-mobbs)

Rev. Dr Simone Sinn began 
serving as academic dean at the 
Ecumenical Institute in August 
2021. Prior to that, Dr Sinn served 
as vice dean and professor of 
Ecumenical Theology.

As she entered into her new role 
at Bossey, Sinn reflected what this 
might mean to her, on her hopes 
for students and on how the 
Bossey Ecumenical Institute will 
remain a bridge builder amid the 
world’s serious challenges today.

“One of my key roles is to closely 
collaborate with the autonomous 
faculty of theology at the University 
in Geneva and to engage with 
diverse stakeholders, partners and 
friends of the institute globally. It 
is wonderful to see that the vision 
of ecumenical formation and 
education at Bossey is shared by 
many people from diverse churches 
and theological institutions,” Sinn 
reflected. 

Recalling her experience teaching 
at Bossey so far, Sinn added: 
“Studying at Bossey is a mind-
blowing experience. As students 
live through this intensive time of 
study, community-life and prayer 
they enter in a profound way into 
the beauty and the struggles of 
the ecumenical endeavour. During 
the months here at Bossey they 
find their own voice in relation 
to other voices. In the midst of 
manifold diversities they experience 
deep connectivity, on personal, 
theological and spiritual levels. This 
enables them to build community 
and develop leadership skills: to 
listen to diverse voices and to 
articulate shared vision, to engage 
the concerns and the hopes with 
theological clarity and freshness, 
to nurture faithfulness and to 
embrace renewal. My prayer for 
the students is that they share the 
treasure of the transformative  

 

ecumenical experience at Bossey 
with others by constructing 
creative spaces for dialogue and 
understanding. I wish that Bossey 
alumni will continue to contribute 
to transformation in church and 
society with confidence, courage 
and joy.”

Simone Sinn new academic dean at Bossey
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“Dies Academicus,” is a special 
annual gathering at Bossey, and for 
the academic year of 2021/2022, 
the installment took place on 
4 November, bringing together 
the body of 33 students from 
20 countries to hear a panel of 
four speakers share reflections  
on the theme, “Is racism a faith 
question?” 

The panel reaffirmed the WCC 4th 
Assembly held in Uppsala, which 
declared racism as sin.

Further exploring the theme, 
students collected poetic texts, 
prose, news pieces, and lyrics, 
which they put up as an exhibition 
entitled “Talking about racism and 
other forms of discrimination….”

In his opening address, WCC 
acting general secretary Rev. Prof. 
Dr Ioan Sauca reflected on the 
urgency and importance of the 
question as he urged, “This Dies 
Academicus is an invitation to 
listen, first of all to listen to the 
experiences of racism and racial 
discrimination,” he said. “In the 
ecumenical movement the process 
of understanding starts with 
listening, and this is particularly 
true in relation to this topic.”

“I wish you open ears and hearts 
to hear, a clear mind to discern, 
and courage and wisdom as you 
reflect on what your contribution 
in this area will look like,” he said.

The 2021 Dies Academicus was 
further organized in the framework 
of a ‘week of focus’, designed to 
offer the students an opportunity 
to “feel the spirit of togetherness 
and solidarity” as they engaged 
with a variety of topics - from 
peacebuilding to spiritual life, from 
children’s rights to planning for the 
WCC 11th Assembly. 

Bossey student Rev. Agnes Souisa, 
from the Protestant Church in the 
Moluccas, Republic of Indonesia, 
described the Week of Focus as a 
wonderful opportunity.

“We can know the struggles of 
churches in the world through 
programmatic works in the WCC,” 
she said. “We can understand how 
the WCC played its part down to 
the grassroots.”

“We feel the spirit of togetherness 
and solidarity, the spirit of 
ecumenism,” she said. “We can 
see a living and loving fellowship.”

Photo: Albin Hillert/WCC

Dies Academicus: “Is racism a faith question?”

Thanking Peniel Jesudason Rufus Rajkumar
The Ecumenical Institute extends 
its gratitude and appreciation to 
Rev. Dr Peniel Jesudason Rufus 
Rajkumar for his years teaching at 
Bossey. 

Rajkumar joined the Bossey 
faculty in 2017, having served 
as programme executive for 
Interreligious Dialogue and 
Cooperation at the World Council 
of Churches since 2013.

An appreciated teacher and 
colleague, Rajkumar brought to 

the table a wealth of knoweldge 
and experience, not least 
in contributing to new and 
continnuing endavours in the area 
of Interreligious Studies at Bossey. 

As Rajkumar moves on to new 
tasks ahead, the Ecumenical 
Institute wishes him all the best, 
and will continue to remember and 
celebrate his contributions to the 
work of the Institute as well as to 
the ecumenical movement as  
a whole. Photo: Albin Hillert/WCC

In 2021, students, faculty 
and friends of the Ecumenical 
Institute at Bossey marked the 
75th anniversary of the “living 
laboratory of ecumenism,” as 
Bossey is affectionately called.

Even amid deep challenges 
such as the ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic, Bossey has been able to 
emerge with resilience, creativity 
and fortitude. From offering 
online classes and now in-person 
instruction while observing 
COVID-19 safety protocols, Bossey 
has kept moving forward.

For Rev. Prof. Dr Ioan Sauca, 
WCC acting general secretary and 
director of the Ecumenical Institute 
Bossey, throughout its history, 
Bossey has been “a safe space of 
life transforming experiences and 
formation of a new generation 
of ecumenical leaders through 
study, mutual challenges and 
exposures, common prayer 
and life in community.  It has 
always been our hope that they 
continue to seek and build new 
ecumenical relationships between 
faith communities in their home 
contexts,” he said.

As Bossey celebrates 75 years, the 
students themselves offer hope for 
the next 75 years and beyond.

As Rongliang Bian from the China 
Christian Council, and a 2021 
student at Bossey, described it: 
“Here I have met friends from 
different countries; I have been 
able to learn a little bit about 
their cultures and their churches. 
I think it’s very important to have 
an international view and ideas 
because we come from different 
cultures and backgrounds.”

Ecumenical Institute celebrates 75 years,  
with hope and resilience

Photo: Marcelo Schneider/WCC
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