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Geneva, September 6, 2021 
 
 

Letter from WCC Acting General Secretary for 
Jewish New Year/Rosh Hashanah 2021 

 
Dear «NetworkPerstitle» «NetworkPerslast_name», 

 
On behalf of the World Council of Churches, I am delighted to send warm greetings to 
our Jewish friends and colleagues, and indeed to Jewish communities around the world, 
as you celebrate Rosh Hashanah and the forthcoming High Holy Days. May these be days 
of renewal in joy, peace and hope. 
 
At this time, along with many of our member churches, we at the WCC are observing the 
Season of Creation. As creation is also a prominent theme at Rosh Hashanah, this is a 
time when we stand together before our Creator in shared awe and gratitude: 
 

‘O LORD, how manifold are your works! 
In wisdom you have made them all; 
The earth is full of your creatures.’ (Psalm 104:24) 

 
We also share the conviction that as human beings we have the special dignity of 
bearing the divine image, which brings with it responsibility for wise and just 
stewardship of the creation.  
 
That sense of responsibility for healing the world has powerful resonance during the 
continuing crisis of the Coronavirus pandemic and all the suffering that it has inflicted. It 
has therefore been all the more important for us at the WCC to be in regular contact 
with Jewish colleagues throughout this last year and to reflect together on possibilities 
for cooperation for the good of all, with particular concern for those who are most 
vulnerable in the world. We are especially grateful to colleagues in the World Jewish 
Congress with whom we released a paper in December 2020 
https://www.oikoumene.org/resources/documents/invitation-to-reflection-and-
engagement-on-ethical-issues-related-to-covid-19-vaccine-distribution calling on 
religious leaders and organisations to play their role in addressing the vital ethical 
questions surrounding vaccine rollout policies.  
 
That joint WJC-WCC statement also emphasized the need to oppose conspiracy myths, 
sometimes of an explicitly antisemitic nature, which have arisen during the pandemic. 
We are deeply conscious of the continuing threat to Jewish communities posed by 
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antisemitic discourse and attacks and repeat our call to all our member churches to 
oppose antisemitism as fundamentally incompatible with the Christian faith. 
 
We also continue to be deeply concerned about the situation in the Middle East. During 
the recent surge in violence, we were grieved by the suffering and loss of life on both 
sides of the conflict. Throughout the last year, we have been in close contact with our 
principal Jewish dialogue partners in the leadership of the International Jewish 
Committee on Interreligious Consultations and have greatly valued the opportunity this 
gives for frank and respectful sharing of our perspectives, even when we disagree on 
significant points. For our part, we continue to stand in solidarity through these 
traumatic times with the Christians of the Middle East, while we also continue to work 
and pray for a just peace and a secure future for all: for the State of Israel, all its citizens, 
and all its neighbours. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
Rev. Prof. Dr. Ioan Sauca 
Acting General Secretary 
World Council of Churches 


