
 

 

 
MASSACRES COMMITTED IN AFRICA DURING COLONIAL TIMES  

 
Foreword 

Dear reader, 

This booklet has been prepared to serve as a background document for the purpose of the 
webinar on “Past Massacres in Africa”. Its objective is to recognize and list some of the tragic 
massacres that took place during colonial times in Africa. A second part for this booklet will 
be prepared in the coming months and will focus on massacres that took place in Africa in 
post-colonial times.  

The list is not meant to be an exhaustive, because research about such tragic events is still 
on-going. The reality is that many of these tragedies have fallen into world amnesia, and many 
of them have also actually been erased from history books.  

If you know of other similar events that took place during colonial times or as a result of 
decisions taken during colonial times, please do not hesitate to let us know, so that we can 
make sure they make it to this listing. 

We are hoping that this small booklet will be an opportunity to remember these innocent 
victims who have paid the price of their life to satisfy dominating, authoritarian and colonialist 
aspirations by occupiers.  

This booklet is a modest attempt to recognize and honour these fallen heroes.  

 
We are grateful to Ms Yoleni Rabelais, Trainee at the Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs of the World Council of Churches, who conducted this research.  
 
  



 

Massacres in Algeria 
 

- Sétif and Guelma, 8th of May 1945 

People were celebrating the allied victory over Germany (in which Algerian native troops took 
part), banned demonstrations of Algerian nationalists in most of the Constantine 
département, in the eastern part of the country. In Sétif, the protest turned into a riot after 
the intervention of the police forces. This riot then spread to the area between Sétif and 
Bougie (Bejaia). Repression was organized by the army and, to a lesser extent, by the civilian 
population: the death toll, still unknown, probable numbers in the many thousands. In 
Guelma, a small town between Constantine and Bône (Annaba), a demonstrator was killed. 
There were no casualties among the French population. However, on May 9 and 10, 12 French 
people were killed. Between 1,500 and 2,000 Muslims had died, most of them in the hands 
of the civilian population. The death toll has not yet been precisely established. However, we 
know that it included 102 French people. Furthermore, several thousand Muslims were either 
killed or wounded.1 
 
 

Massacres in Angola 
- Nambuangongo, 15th March 1961 

In 1961 unleashed the first attacks on colonial farms and villages in northern Angola. In this 
massacre, hundreds of white and black settlers were killed and mutilated in the coffee farms 
in Dembos, Negage, Úcua and Nambuangongo. Many were hacked to death. No one escaped 
the massacre—men, women and children, black and white. The fury of the UPA (later called 
FNLA - National Front for the Liberation of Angola) spared no one. 
The accounts of that day are many. "In less than 48 hours, throughout the districts of Zaire 
and Uige is the damned devastation. Plantations and lonely houses were looted and set on 
fire; villages were razed to the ground; the siege was laid on villages and small hamlets, their 
supplies were cut off; roads and means of communication were destroyed", according to an 
excerpt by Franco Nogueira in the book "Salazar Volume V - The Resistance".2 
 
 

Massacres in Benin  
 

- Benin Expedition, 1897 

The Benin Punitive Expedition, also known as the 1897 expedition, was a military mission led 
by British forces, which included 1200 men under the command of Admiral Sir Harry Rawson, 
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who invaded Benin City, the capital of the Kingdom of Benin. The campaign lasted 17 days, 
and the invading forces took over total control of the kingdom.  
The British expedition was primarily an act of reprisal for the attack suffered by a column of 
British officers led by the acting consul-general, James Philips, and indigenous soldiers 
disguised as porters and musicians who in 1897 attempted to reach Benin City to attack the 
city and depose the Obá. Only two officers survived the attack, which became known as the 
Benin Massacre. However, the expedition was part of the British attempts to control the 
region and annexe Benin to exploit its resources.3 
 
 

Massacres in Congo 
 

- Congo massacres during King Leopold’s rule 1885 - 1908 

Atrocities in the Congo Free State refer to a series of documented atrocities perpetrated in 
the period 1885 to 1908 in the Congo Free State (now the Democratic Republic of Congo), 
which was a colony under the personal rule of King Leopold II of Belgium. These atrocities 
were mainly associated with the labour policies used to collect natural rubber for export. 
Together with epidemic diseases, famine and the drop-in birth rate caused by these 
interruptions, such atrocities contributed to a sharp decline in the Congolese population. The 
magnitude of the population decline over the period is disputed, but is believed to be 
between one and fifteen million.4 

King Leopold II of Belgium promised a humanitarian and philanthropic mission that would 
improve the lives of Africans. In return, European leaders, meeting at the Berlin Conference, 
granted him 2m² (770,000 square miles) to forge an individual colony where he could do as 
he pleased. He called it the Congo Free State. It quickly became a brutal and exploitative 
regime that relied on forced labour to grow and trade rubber, ivory and minerals. In addition, 
colonial administrators also abducted orphaned children from communities and transported 
them to "children's colonies" to work or train as soldiers. Estimates suggest that over 50% 
died there. 

Murders, famine and disease combined to cause the deaths of perhaps 10 million people, 
although historians dispute the accurate figure. Leopold II may never have set foot there, but 
he poured the profits into Belgium and his pockets. He built the Museum of Africa on the 
grounds of his palace in Tervuren, with a "human zoo" on the grounds with 267 Congolese 
people.5 

 

                                                      
3 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benin_Expedition_of_1897 
4 https://pt.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atrocidades_no_Estado_Livre_do_Congo 
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Massacres in Ethiopia 
 

- Yekatit 12, 19th February 1937 

This has been described as the worst massacre in Ethiopian history. This refers to the 
massacre and arrest of Ethiopians by the Italian occupation forces after an assassination 
attempt on Marshal Rodolfo Graziani, Marquis of Negele, Viceroy of Italian East Africa, on 19 
February 1937. Graziani had led the Italian forces to victory over the Ethiopians in the Second 
Italian invasion of Ethiopia and was the supreme governor of Italian East Africa.  
Estimates vary as to the number of people killed in the three days following the attempt on 
Graziani's life. Ethiopian sources estimated that 30,000 people were killed by the Italians, 
while Italian sources said only a few hundred were killed. The story of the massacre in 2017 
estimated that 19,200 people were killed out of a population of 100,000, i.e. 20 per cent of 
Addis Ababa's population. The following week, numerous Ethiopians suspected of opposing 
Italian rule were rounded up and executed, including members of the Black Lions and other 
members of the aristocracy. Emperor Haile Selassie had sent 125 men abroad to receive a 
university education, but most of them were killed.  Many more were arrested, including 
collaborators, who helped the Italians identify the two men who made an attempt on 
Graziani's life.6 
 
 

Massacres in Guiné – Bissau 
 

- Pindjiguiti, 3 August 1959 

Workers at the port of Pindjiguiti, in Bissau, organised a strike demanding a pay rise. Seamen, 
dockers and dockworkers, particularly those working for Casa Gouveia, an intermediary 
commercial monopoly of the CUF group (Companhia União Fabril), were violently repressed 
by colonial officials, police and military, and some civilians, repression that would result in 
fifty deaths and about a hundred injured. This was not the first strike of workers at the port 
of Bissau.7 
 
 

Massacres in Kenya 
- Sotik Massacre, 1905 

Over 1800 kipsigis people of the Talai Clan were massacred by the British colonial 
government. The killing of men, women and children followed the refusal by members of the 

                                                      
6 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yekatit_12 
7 https://www.esquerda.net/dossier/3-de-agosto-de-1959-massacre-de-pindjiguiti-
bissau/63784 
 



 

Kipsigis community to surrender heads of cattle alleged to have been stolen from the Maasai 
residing in the current Narok County.8 
His Excellency, Honourable Professor Paul Chepkwony, Governor of Kericho County, stated, 
The Sotik massacre has been erased from the history books, not just of the United Kingdom 
but from Kenya as well. The slaughter of some 1850 men, women and children would today 
be classified as genocide and a crime against humanity. In 1905, Colonel Hennessey, used a 
Maxine Machine gun to conduct this slaughter. This massacre was used to terrorise the Kipsigi 
people and evict them illegally from their ancestral homeland. The colonialists justified this 
ethnic cleansing by stating that the “well-watered white Highlands were fit to raise a 
European child”. Approximately 100,000 Talai people were forcibly removed to Gwasi, which 
they knew was unfit for human habitation. This was heartless racism of the highest order.”9 
 

- Mau Mau Uprising Massacres 

The Mau Mau uprising began in 1952 as a reaction to inequalities and injustices in British-
controlled Kenya. The response of the colonial administration was a fierce crackdown on the 
rebels, resulting in many deaths. By 1956 the uprising had effectively been crushed, but the 
extent of opposition to the British regime had clearly been demonstrated and Kenya was set 
on the path to independence, which was finally achieved in 1963.  
Thousands of Mau Mau left their homes and set up camp in the forests of the Aberdares and 
Mt. Kenya, creating a base of resistance to the government. Hostilities were relatively 
subdued for the remainder of 1952, but the following year began with a series of violent 
killings of European farmers and loyalist Africans. This sufficiently shocked the white 
population into demanding that the government take more action to combat the Mau Mau, 
and so the Kenyan security forces were placed under the command of the British Army and 
began to surround the Mau Mau strongholds in the forests. This was accompanied by large-
scale eviction of Kikuyu squatters from land that had been selected for European settlers. The 
government troops adopted a policy of collective punishment, which was again intended to 
undermine popular support of the Mau Mau. Under this policy, if a member of a village was 
found to be a Mau Mau supporter, then the entire village was treated as such. This led to the 
eviction of many Kikuyu, who were forced to abandon their homes and possessions and sent 
to areas designated as Kikuyu reserves. A particularly unpleasant element of the eviction 
policy was the use of concentration camps to process those suspected of Mau Mau 
involvement. Abuse and torture was commonplace in these camps, as British guards used 
beatings, sexual abuse and executions to extract information from prisoners and to force 
them to renounce their allegiance to the anti-colonial cause. The process of mass eviction 
furthered anger and fear among the Kikuyu who had already suffered through decades of 
land reallocation, and drove hundreds of squatters to join the Mau Mau fighters in the forest.  
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The uprising escalated further when Mau Mau fighters carried out two major attacks. The 
first was an assault on the Naivasha police station, which resulted in a humiliating defeat for 
the police and the release of 173 prisoners, many of them Mau Mau, from an adjacent 
detention camp. The second was the massacre of Kikuyu loyalists at Lari, in which at least 97 
Kenyans were killed. The incident was used by the government to further characterise the 
Mau Mau as brutal savages, and no official mention was made of a similar number of Mau 
Mau prisoners who were machine gunned to death by government troops in the Aberdare 
Forest.  These attacks began a pattern of Mau Mau raids against police and loyalists that 
continued throughout 1953. The gradual organisation of the rebel forces in the forests 
created military units, although they were limited by a lack of weapons, supplies and 
training10. 
 

Massacres in Libya 
 

- Battle and massacre at Shar al-Shatt, 23rd October 1911 
 
Italian troops were attacked by a 10,000-strong Turkish-Arab force while marching through 
the Mechiya oasis at Sciara Sciat. Some accounts stated that Turkish forces captured two 
companies of the Italian infantry in a nearby cemetery and massacred 250 men. Italian 
corpses were allegedly nailed to trees with their eyes and genitals mutilated, some claim in 
retaliation for sexual offences against local women perpetrated by the Italian troops. 
 
The next day the Italians responded by attacking the population of the neighbouring Mechiya 
oasis, massacring about 4,000 people, including women and children, over three days. Though 
the Italians allegedly took measures to prevent news of this action from reaching the outside 
world, foreign press correspondents covered the event in detail. This negative coverage 
factored into the British Parliament's decision later that month to take a more pro-Turkish 
course, rejecting a proposed Anglo-Italian Mediterranean agreement.11 
 
 

Massacres in Madagascar 
 

- French colonial Massacre, 29th March 1947 

The Malagasy people rose to free themselves from the colonial yoke. France responded to 
this uprising with a massive crime that left tens of thousands dead.  
Several hundred insurgents, a column of poor peasants armed with old rifles, attacked the 
military camp in Moramanga, east of the island. This was the signal for an insurrection to set 
the French colony of Madagascar off the African coast of the Indian Ocean ablaze for almost 
two years. The creation, a few months earlier, of an elected assembly, with limited powers, 
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was not enough to extinguish the nationalist flame that had been ignited on the Red Island, 
as large as France and Belgium, which had long been the scene of Franco-British rivalry before 
being placed under French colonial control in 1896. The return of Malagasy foot soldiers who 
had been enlisted in France during the Second World War, the miserable living conditions of 
the indigenous population and the activism of nationalist movements and secret societies 
fuelled the desire for independence and precipitated the outbreak insurrection.12 

 
 

Massacres in Malawi 
 

- Chilembwe uprising, 15th January 1915 
 

 This was a rebellion against British colonial rule in Nyasaland (modern-day Malawi). It was 
led by John Chilembwe a Black African Baptist minister. Based around his Church in the village 
of Mbombwe in the south-east of the protectorate, the revolt leaders were mainly from an 
emerging Black middle class. They were motivated by grievances against the white colonial 
system, including forced labour, racial discrimination, and new demands imposed on the 
indigenous population following the outbreak of World War I. The revolt broke out when 
rebels, incited by Chilembwe, attacked the A. L. Bruce Plantation headquarters at Magomero 
and killed three white settlers. A largely unsuccessful attack on a weapons store in Blantyre 
followed during the night. By morning, the colonial authorities had mobilized the white settler 
militia and redeployed regular military units from the King's African Rifles (KAR). After a failed 
attack by government troops on Mbombwe on January 25th, the rebels attacked a Christian 
mission at Nguludi and burned it down. 
 
The KAR and militia took Mbombwe without encountering resistance on January 26th. Many 
of the rebels, including Chilembwe, fled towards Mozambique, hoping to reach safety there, 
but many were captured. About 40 rebels were executed in the revolt's aftermath, and 300 
were imprisoned; Chilembwe was shot dead by a police patrol near the border on February 
3rd. Although the rebellion did not achieve lasting success, it is commonly cited as a 
watershed moment in Malawian history. The uprising had lasting effects on the British 
administration system in Nyasaland, and some reform was enacted in its aftermath. After 
World War II, the growing Malawian nationalist movement reignited interest in the 
Chilembwe revolt. After the independence of Malawi in 1964, it became celebrated as a 
critical moment in the nation's history. Chilembwe's memory, which remains prominent in 
the collective national consciousness, has often been invoked in symbolism and rhetoric by 
Malawian politicians. Today, the uprising is celebrated annually, and Chilembwe himself is 
considered a national hero.13 
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Massacres in Mozambique 
- Mueda, 16 June  1960 

Massacre of Mueda, one more among the tragedies caused by colonial exploitation in Africa. 
On that day, there was an administrative meeting between representatives of the Mueda 
district, in the north of the Mozambican territory, and the colonial government, with 
Portuguese headquarters. At the end of the event, the colonial authorities shot dead several 
Mozambicans. The number has not been counted to date. The meeting in question was 
allegedly a demand by MANU, the leading organization articulated for the independence of 
the district and separation of the territory from Mozambique. The event was of great 
significance among Mozambicans and was a relevant element in the development, two years 
later, of FRELIMO, the Front for the Liberation of Mozambique. The gratuitousness of the case 
and the Portuguese bloodshed demonstrated in the massacre were central to the 
movement's narrative during the early War.1415 
 

- Wiriyamu, 16 December 1972 

 

The Wiriyamu massacre was a case of structurally determined mass violence in the 
Portuguese colonial wars, not unlike similar massacres during wars of repression by white 
colonial and settler powers in Africa.  An operation, code-named "Marosca", which 
involved aviation, commandos and PIDE/DGS agents, took place in the Tete area of 
Northern Mozambique, targeting five villages: Wiriamu, Juwau, Djemusse, Riacho and 
Chaworha. After bombs were dropped on the village of Wiriamu, the soldiers of the 
Comandos took action, and barbarity ensued. Hundreds of people were slaughtered, 
including women and children. The killing extended to the four villages along the Zambezi 
River in various and inhuman ways. Many are locked inside cubicles where they are burnt 
to death by the action of incendiary grenades, and others are simply shot. Soldiers destroy 
huts, infrastructures and villages, loot goods, open fire on people whose bodies are then 
placed, with some alive in between, on funeral pyres to be consumed by fire. 
Three hundred eighty-five people are said to have died, about a third of the 1350 
inhabitants of the five villages. The list of the victims and the account of the events were 
compiled by Domingo Kansande and Father Domingos Ferrão, who passed on the 
information to Spanish and Dutch priests. The massacre would be divulged by the English 
priest Adrian Hastings in the British newspaper "The Times" on July 10, 1973, days before 
the visit of Marcelo Caetano to London. The case would also reach the United Nations. 
The episode reflects how the anti-colonial struggle had shades and other protagonists 
than those fixed in the official narratives. In this case, black Mozambican, Spanish or Dutch 

                                                      
14 Massacre de Mueda 
https://aventurasnahistoria.uol.com.br/noticias/reportagem/historia-em-16-de-junho-de-1960-ocorria-o-
massacre-de-mueda-mocambique.phtml 
15 http://www.mozambiquehistory.net/history/massacres/19931000_mueda_entrevistas.pdf 



 

priests contributed to the liberation struggle of the populations. Officially, Portugal never 
assumed what had happened.16 
The massacre would have been lost to recorded history if it were not for the role played 
by data collectors, counter-reporting priests and fact-checking journalists in producing a 
list of the dead, mounting a concerted effort to verify and then publicise the massacre, 
and engaging in a daring rendition of a surviving eyewitness. On July 10 1973, 206 days 
after the event, they managed to get their story on the front page of The Times. Five days 
later, the Sunday Times Insight team followed suit with extensive background coverage of 
the case.17 

 
 

Massacres in Namibia 
- Genocide, 1884 – 1915  
Germany ruled what was then called German South West Africa as a colony from 1884 to 
1915. Colonial troops and settlers in 1904-1908 killed tens of thousands of indigenous Herero 
and Nama people.18 German soldiers targeted people of two ethnic groups - the Herero and 
the Nama - because they had resisted land grabbing by German settlers. The Africans were 
shot, hanged, abandoned in the desert and died in concentration camps. Survivors from the 
Herero and Nama population were forced into the desert and later placed in concentration 
camps where they were exploited for labour. Many died of disease, exhaustion and starvation 
with some subject to sexual exploitation and medical experimentation. It is thought up to 80% 
of the indigenous populations died during the genocide.19  
Descendants of the Herero and Nama, marginalised groups within Namibia, have kept the 
stories of their genocide alive through oral tradition and cultural events. A push to 
acknowledge the genocide began after Namibia's independence in 1990, and strengthened 
with the 100th anniversary of the atrocities in 2004.20  
 
 

Massacres in Nigeria 
 

- Iva Valley, 18th November 1949 

21 striking miners and a bystander were shot dead at a British government-owned coal mine 
at Enugu, 51 were injured.21 The miners were fighting for back-pay owed to them for a period 
of casualisation known as ‘rostering’, later declared illegal, and had been sacked following a 
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work to rule. They occupied the mine to prevent a repeat of the lock-out they had suffered 
during the 1945 general strike. Because Enugu was home to the Zikist independence 
movement, which included Marxists and other radicals; police were sent to remove the 
mine’s explosives, accompanied by Hausa troops drafted in from the North of the country; 
whose language and even their uniforms were unfamiliar to the Igbo miners. 
Local Igbo constables fraternised with the workers; they were sure the government would 
pay them what they were due; in return the miners assured them they did not want to fight. 
They would not obstruct the police from removing the explosives, but refused to help because 
it wasn’t their job. They had strict work demarcation imposed by the British, these were 
hewers and tubmen: “This job is for timbermen, some special labourers, he should call 
them.”22 
 

Massacres in Santomé e Principe 
 

- The Batepá Massacre, 3 February 1953 

The massacre committed by Portuguese colonial troops took place in São Tomé and Príncipe. 
The number of deaths resulting from electric torture and drowning is uncertain.  
At the centre of the events was a decision by the then governor-general, Carlos Gorgulho, to 
force the native population to work in the cocoa and coffee plantations and public works. 
Since there was a chronic labour shortage in the archipelago, most workers were Angolan and 
Cape Verdean natives. On the farms, work was unpaid, or the wages were pitiful. Violence 
based on whippings was constant, and the attempt to force labour on the natives led to a 
revolt among the population in early 1953. They were repulsed with grenades and machine 
guns. The indigenous people fled to the fields and the natives to the forest. 
The colonial administration then armed convicts and servants. It dismisses the police and uses 
white militias. The so-called "black hunt" began with brutal results. Summary executions, 
houses burnt down, women raped and a thousand San Tomeans taken to jails where they 
were tortured, some killed and almost all taken to forced labour camps. The historian Inês 
Rodrigues mentions that the São Tomense sources point to about 1032 deaths and the 
Portuguese sources to about 200. It is therefore impossible to determine with any historical 
certainty the number of victims. The massacre is considered the founding episode of San 
Tomean nationalism, and its victims were transformed into heroes for the freedom of the 
homeland. 
 

Massacres in Senegal 
 

- Thiaroye Massacre, 30 November 1944 

French commanding officers turned their guns on their own soldiers. Those shooting were 
white and the victims were black. The French admit that 35 died, but war veterans say 300 
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black African soldiers were killed. They were soldiers from Guinea, Mali, Senegal, Burkina 
Faso, Chad, Benin, Gabon, Ivory Coast, Central African Republic, and Togo. All were former 
prisoners of war, freed from Nazi German camps and brought to a holding facility in Thiaroye, 
on the outskirts of the Senegalese capital Dakar. The soldiers had been seeking equal pay with 
white soldiers and demanding their unpaid wages. At the time, French commanders saw this 
as a mutiny, but for African war veterans this was a call for justice23. 
 
 

Massacres in South Africa 
 

- Langa Massacre, 21 March 1985 

Members of the South African Police opened fire on a crowd of people gathered on Maduna 
Road between Uitenhage and Langa township in the Eastern Cape, South Africa. The crowd 
had been attending a funeral of one of the six who had been slain by the apartheid police on 
17 March 1985. They had gathered at Maduna Square and were heading towards the house 
where the funeral was held when the police blocked the road with two armoured vehicles 
and ordered the crowd to disperse. When the crowd failed to comply immediately, police 
opened fire on the crowd, killing 35 people and leaving 27 wounded.24 
 

- Sharpeville Massacre, 21 March 1960 

Afrikaner police open fire on a group of unarmed Black South African demonstrators. 69 
people were killed and 180 wounded in a hail of submachine-gun fire. The demonstrators 
were protesting against the South African government’s restriction of nonwhite travel. In the 
aftermath of the Sharpeville massacre, protests broke out in Cape Town, and more than 
10,000 people were arrested before government troops restored order. 
The incident convinced anti-apartheid leader Nelson Mandela to abandon his nonviolent 
stance and organize paramilitary groups to fight South Africa’s system of institutionalized 
racial discrimination. In 1964, after some minor military action, Mandela was convicted of 
treason and sentenced to life in prison. He was released after 27 years and in 1994 was 
elected the first Black president of South Africa.25 

 
 

Massacres in Tanzania 
 

- Maji Maji Rebellion, 1905 – 1907 
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The Maji Maji Rebellion (German: Maji-Maji-Aufstand, Swahili: Vita vya Maji Maji) was an 
armed rebellion of Islamic and animist Africans against German colonial rule in German East 
Africa (modern-day Tanzania). The war was triggered by a German policy designed to force 
the indigenous population to grow cotton for export, during which 250,000-300,000 died. 
Following the struggle for Africa between the major European powers in the 1880s, Germany 
strengthened its hold on several formal African colonies. These were German East Africa 
(Tanzania, Rwanda, Burundi and part of Mozambique), German South-West Africa (now 
Namibia), Cameroon and Togoland (now divided between Ghana and Togo). The Germans 
had a relatively weak hold on German East Africa. However, they maintained a system of forts 
throughout the interior of the territory and exerted some control over it. As their hold over 
the colony was weak, they resorted to violently repressive tactics to control the population.26 
 
 

Massacres in Togo 
 

- Pya-Hodo Massacre, 21 June 1957  

The population took advantage of the visit of the United Nations mission, led by the Liberian 
King, to express its frustration with the French colonial administration in Togo. Faced with the 
villagers' opposition to a warrant for the arrest of a certain Bouyo Moukpé, the colonial troops 
(gendarmes and circle guards), on the orders of the deputy circle commander, shot at the 
crowd gathered at the market. It was a massacre! Some twenty people were killed and several 
wounded (Gayibor 1997: 215). The mission had no choice but to deplore the incident in the 
context of the political situation at the time, which it described as tense, acrimonious and 
murderous. While the region was thought to be under French administration, it was 
discovered that the victims were demonstrators in favour of Togo's immediate independence, 
a position advocated by the Comité de l'Unité Togolais (CUT) party and Juvento (Tcham 1994: 
203). Almost a year after this repression, more precisely on 27 April 1958, the inhabitants of 
this region, like the majority of Togolese, preferred independence to internal autonomy. 
Later, at the time of the single party RPT, in memory of all those who fell under the bullets of 
the French coloniser, on 21 June 1957, a white marble stele was erected in Pya-Hodo, with 
the following inscription: "They died so that Togo may live". These words introduce the names 
of the twenty or so victims of this massacre and recall the struggle of the Togolese people to 
free themselves from the colonial yoke.27 
 
 

Massacres in Zimbabwe 
 

- Nyadzonia Massacre 5 August 1976 & Chimoio Massacre 23-25 November 1977 

                                                      
26 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maji_Maji_Rebellion 
27 https://calenda.org/391606 



 

During Zimbabwe’s war of liberation, two brutal massacres stand out, and both were carried 
out by the colonial regime in neighbouring Mozambique, against Zimbabwean refugees and 
freedom fighters. In each of these two massacres, over a thousand Zimbabwean freedom 
fighters, refugees and children lost their lives at the hands of a colonial government that was 
resisting the tide and quest for freedom and independence by the majority indigenous 
Zimbabweans.  
The colonial soldiers working with a freedom fighter gained intelligence on the location of the 
refugee camp, where freedom fighters, untrained boys and girls who were waiting to be 
trained and young children were living. The insider collaborator, Morrison Nyathi blew a 
whistle, which was the emergency signal for the camp residents to come to the parade 
ground, which was now occupied by enemy forces, before the Rhodesians opened fire at 
point-blank range. Carnage ensued, with hundreds being shot, or drowning in the nearby river 
in their attempt to escape. ZANLA documents captured after the raid indicated that 1,028 of 
their number had been killed, a figure considerably higher than the 300 initially claimed by 
the Rhodesians. It is also not clear if ZANLA kept records of non-combatant refugees and 
children that were in the camp. The dead were buried in mass graves in Nyadzonia. 
Chimoio is believed to have been the largest camp operated by the freedom fighters in 
Mozambique, and this camp was besieged from 23 to 25 November 1977. Men, women and 
children, combatants and non-combatants were massacred. The actual numbers of those 
massacred at Chimoio remains unknown but it runs into thousands. The gravity of this 
massacre is illustrated in the more than 20 mass graves in which victims were buried and the 
fact that other mass graves continue to be discovered in the area.  
 
 


