
 
 

Greetings from the Acting General Secretary of the World Council of Churches, 
Rev. Prof. Dr Ioan Sauca, to the Council Meeting of the Lutheran World Federation 

 

 
Dear Sisters and Brothers, 
 
Grace and peace be with you, in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  
 
It is my joy to extend greetings to you on behalf of the World Council of Churches. The 
Lutheran World Federation is a strong partner in the one ecumenical movement and we are 
thankful for your witness as a communion of churches on a common journey of renewal. 
 
As a fellowship of churches, acting together, we trust that God can bring through us 
reconciliation and healing in our disrupted world. We are grateful for everything God provides 
– even in this long period of pandemic.  In the midst of enormous suffering, isolation, despair, 
instability, and loneliness we are encouraged through love, care, compassion, hope, and faith. 
We are called to work together and support each other in God’s mission as our common task.   
 
We are united in Christ because “In him we live and move and have our being” (Acts 17:28). 
Through Christ we are reconciled in “One Body, One Spirit, One Hope” as you will celebrate 
at the 13th Assembly of the Lutheran World Federation in Krakow, Poland in 2023. 
 
The WCC is also preparing an assembly, the 11th Assembly in Karlsruhe, Germany in 2022 
under the theme “Christ’s love moves the world to reconciliation and unity”.  
 
As Christians we are bound together by the love of Christ. We are called to be disciples of his 
love, loving one another, transforming the world by love, each in our place and together as 
the body of Christ, as Saint Paul reminds us “If one member suffers, all suffer together with 
it; if one member is honoured, all rejoice together with it” (1 Corinthians 12:26). 
 
Your witness as a communion is an expression of the transforming love of Christ. Through 
your service to the world you inspire communities around the world not only to respond to 
urgent needs, but to work and pray for healing, reconciliation and life with dignity for all.  
 
I wish you God’s blessing and inspiration as you deliberate during this Council meeting on 
your journey of communion, the election a new general secretary and preparing the way to 
Krakow. May God’s Spirit accompany you on your way as a global communion, so that you 
bring a vision of hope, encouragement and inspiration for the world. 
 
Yours in the Risen Christ, 

 
 

 
 
Rev. Prof. Dr Ioan Sauca 
Acting General Secretary 
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