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With gratitude to the 
ecumenical family

In 2020, Rev. Dr Olav 
Fykse Tveit moved on 
from his position as 

general secretary of the WCC 
to become presiding bishop of the Bishops’ Conference 
of the Church of Norway. I write these words as acting 
general secretary, a position I will hold until the end of 
December 2022, to ensure continuity in WCC leadership 
through the WCC 11th Assembly.

Our experiences together during 2020—though 
much of that “togetherness” occurred online—certainly 
brought unexpected challenges. The pandemic led 
the WCC to postpone its central committee meeting 
originally planned for March 2020, to take place 
online in June 2021. The WCC executive committee 
has sought and shaped new ways of convening online 
to keep the fellowship of churches moving forward 
together on the Pilgrimage of Justice and Peace. But 
through these challenges, our experiences also brought 
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The World Council of Churches (WCC) is a 
global expression of the modern ecumenical 
movement. As a fellowship of 350 churches 
present in more than 120 countries, the WCC 
engages in a quest for common witness to 
the good news of Christ, service to all the 
world’s people, interreligious dialogue and 
cooperation, theological formation, and 
spiritual renewal.

Within the membership are most of the world’s 
Orthodox churches, scores of Anglican, Baptist, 
Lutheran, Methodist, and Reformed churches, 
as well as many charismatic, independent, 
united, and uniting churches.

While the preponderance of the founding 
churches in the mid-20th century were from 
Europe and North America, the majority today 
are found in Africa, Asia, the Caribbean, Latin 
America, the Middle East, and the Pacific. 
Well over 580 million people belong to WCC 
member churches.

The WCC’s programmes share responsibility 
for strengthening the fellowship, spiritual life, 
youth engagement, interreligious dialogue and 
cooperation, and building a just community of 
women and men.

At its 10th Assembly at Busan, Korea, in 2013, 
the WCC invited Christians and all people 
of good will to join a “Pilgrimage of Justice 
and Peace” as a coordinated embodiment of 
the vision and spirit of Just Peace, working 
together to heal a world filled with conflict, 
injustice, and pain.

This annual review of the activity of the World 
Council of Churches records many of the 
initiatives undertaken by the council during 
2020 and continuing into 2021.

It tells the story of a unique organization 
that provides a workspace in which all are 
invited to reflect, speak, act, pray, and labour 
together in hope, to challenge and support one 
another, to share and debate the most pressing 
concerns of our day.

as we strive to foster interreligious and intercultural 
dialogue, learn from diverse communities, and pray 
together.

But we have found ways to draw together the 
worldwide fellowship, to face together the often-
puzzling twists and turns on the path. We not only kept 
going—but we grew amid our suffering, and we found 
a vision for the future amid our losses. And our losses 
were many. We mourned the lives of so many in the 
ecumenical family, lost to COVID-19 and other causes. 
We pray for their families and their loved ones.

The WCC 2020 Annual Review, with the theme 
“Sustaining Fellowship in Extraordinary Times,” tells the 
story of how the WCC kept moving forward. Through 
online prayer services, meetings, webinars, podcasts, 
publications, and storytelling, we shared the experiences 
of WCC member churches. We learned from each other 
that human values are not only compatible with our 
unique faith identities but enhance them. 

May we continue our journey together in faith, hope, 
and love. 

Rev. Prof. Dr Ioan Sauca 
WCC acting general secretary 

unexpected blessings, not least in how we have come to 
work even more closely than before with our sisters and 
brothers in regional ecumenical organisations. 

As I see how grassroots communities are working 
together to heal a wounded world, I find hope. As I 
see compassionate and concrete acts of love carried out 
in solidarity, I find hope. As I see how we have deeply 
internalized the view of ourselves as one human family, 
I find hope. 

As we journey on our pilgrimage together as a global 
fellowship of churches, we are called to seek and to 
sustain hope, even when times of fragility may lead us 
to doubt ourselves, and as we may struggle to summon 
energy to care for our neighbours in every direction, and 
to care for creation.  

During 2020, the COVID-19 pandemic caused 
profound suffering around the world. Millions have died, 
and many more are suffering. We have mourned the 
losses in our own ecumenical fellowship. Our ecumenical 
fellowship has been pained both personally and 
professionally. We had to temporarily close the Bossey 
Hotel and Conference Centre and restructure some of 
the programmatic work in the WCC. We were all so 
accustomed to serving our member churches in person, 
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Light in the shadow of suffering

Out of the suffering of the COVID-19 pandemic have come 
unique gifts: we have forged new and creative spiritual 
connections across regions and contexts, connections that 
will outlast the ravages of disease and injustice. 

Healing isn’t just a physical phenomenon but also 
encompasses the healing of creation, caring for migrants 
and refugees, redefining global health, and seeking 
gender justice, to name but a few aspects. 

Throughout 2020, the willingness of people to stand 
together was a light in the shadow. 

In a historic joint pastoral statement released 
in March, the WCC and Regional Ecumenical 
Organizations affirmed the urgency of standing together 
to protect life amidst the COVID-19 pandemic.

For the first time ever, all regions in the ecumenical 
movement around the world came forth with a common 
message that urged both prayers and action for one 
world to protect life.

“We urge people everywhere to give highest priority 
to addressing this situation and assisting in whatever 
ways we can in our collective efforts to protect life,” the 
statement reads.

“Faith communities can in times like these do a lot 
to promote solidarity and accountability, wisdom and 
care. We as churches can and should raise the voice 
of the communities who are made vulnerable by their 
marginalization, who do not have sufficient water to 
drink let alone for washing their hands. We have to 
consider the displaced communities due to war, famines, 
economic and ecological collapse, living in precarious 
conditions, many of them not even recognized by 
the authorities of the countries in which they find 
themselves. They cannot be left completely defenseless 
against the pandemic. We have to be in solidarity with 

Praying and serving together
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those for whom self-isolating means a loss of livelihood 
and even the risk of starvation,” reflected Dr Agnes 
Abuom, moderator of the WCC central committee, 
and the-then general secretary Rev. Dr Olav Fykse 
Tveit shortly after the World Health Organization had 
declared the spread of the novel coronavirus a global 
pandemic.

Adapting and praying

WCC member churches adapted their modes of worship 
and fellowship, and the WCC helped share their stories 
and best practices. In April, when the WCC hosted a 
webinar to share insights on how churches across the 
world quickly transformed their services because of 
COVID-19, hundreds of people participated. 

As churches were forced to close their doors and 
move services online, “we are doing it and testing it at 
the same time,” said Ingeborg Dybvig, communications 
director for the Church of Norway.

The WCC also embraced technology that moved its 
programmes and pilgrimages online. 

As the COVID-19 pandemic caused widespread 
loss and hardship, people across the world drew closer 
to the WCC, showing an increased interest in many 
communication channels.

On Facebook and Twitter, unprecedented numbers 
of people accessed prayers and joined the Thursdays 
in Black campaign. Tens of thousands of people 
downloaded articles from The Ecumenical Review, 
WCC’s quarterly journal. WCC podcasts are now 
featured on Spotify—one of many new paths the WCC 
has accessed during the COVID-19 pandemic to keep 
the ecumenical family close together.

In October, the WCC revealed a new website, 

Creator-Beloved,
May tired hearts,
be renewed:
beat strong and steady.
May grieving spirits,
find healing balm.
May imagination,
ignite and reveal
vast vistas of possibility.
As we tentatively emerge,
from the hiddenness of
necessary hibernation,
may we learn to dance again.

Annemarie Paulin-Campbell,  
Jesuit Institute School of Spirituality, South Africa

#PrayTogether #StaySafeTogether
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ushering in an online community that serves as an 
“ecumenical window” and a digital communication hub 
for the WCC’s multilingual fellowship.

The new design aims to inspire and encourage 
member churches to work together and showcases what 
churches are doing together on national, regional, and 
global levels.

Through all these channels, WCC member churches 
shared their stories and learned from each other, 
showing resilience and a sense of social responsibility. 

“Let us cultivate creativity”

WCC Asia region president, Rev. Dr Sang Chang, spoke 
of the need for churches to adhere to their governments’ 
social distancing guidelines and those of the World 
Health Organization in the fight against the novel 
coronavirus COVID-19.

“Fulfilling their social responsibility, Korean 
Christians continue praying and worshipping at home. 
Pastoral visits are being carried out 
via phone calls. Church-run food 
banks have stopped or adopted new 
services, such as dropping off food at 
people’s homes,” said Chang.

Archbishop Anastasios of Tirana, 
Durrës and All Albania shared his 
perspective about the way churches 
adapted. “We emphasized that while 
remaining inside our homes, let us 
not permit irritations and conflicts to 
fester, but let us cultivate creativity, 
a peaceful disposition, kindness, 
understanding, affection, and love,” 
he said. 

The COVID-19 Support Team— 
a group of WCC staff serving as 
resource people for member churches 
in adapting to the new pandemic—
fielded questions from member 
churches, striving to offer accurate 
information with a sense of spiritual 

care. The WCC also welcomed answers and ideas for 
best practices from member churches, as new voices of 
wisdom helped us all.

The COVID-19 Support Team also communicated 
information through a series of podcasts that drew 
wisdom from WCC member churches across the 
world. During a podcast focusing on death and dying, 
Rev. Dr Mauro de Souza, of the Evangelical Church 
of the Lutheran Confession in Brazil, reflected on the 
vital importance of pastoral care during a time when 
churches had to tell people not to come to church. 
“Pastoral care is also on a distance,” he said. “We must 
pay particular attention to those who are lonely and 
make sure people are listened to.” 

Pastoral support to and within the WCC fellowship 
strengthened and widened. From Bible studies to 
webinars, podcasts to prayers, special issues of academic 
journals to simple tweets of inspiring quotes, the WCC 
focused on health and hope. The fight against injustice

As COVID-19 exacerbated many already-existing 
injustices in the world—and created new injustices—the 
WCC offered prayers, resources, and accompaniment 
for member churches. 

During a webinar on the intersection between racism 
and COVID-19, Rev. Dr Karen Georgia Thompson, 
associate general minister for Wider Church Ministries and 
Operations and co-executive for Global Ministries, United 
Church of Christ in the USA, said COVID-19 unevenly 
affected some groups in the USA. “I think that’s been a big 
challenge here in the United States, particularly because 
there has been such a disparity in the ways in which 
COVID-19 has affected historically underrepresented 
groups in the United States,” she said, including persons of 
colour and racially marginalized people.

Thursdays in Black expanded

The Thursdays in Black campaign expanded its visibility 
even as a “shadow pandemic” of gender-based violence 
rose alarmingly in conjunction with lockdowns during 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Seventeen Thursdays in Black ambassadors 
represented a growing number of global voices for a 
world free from rape and gender-based violence. In a 
joint statement unifying their voices in support of “16 
Days against Gender-Based Violence,” the ambassadors 
reflected on the importance of protecting those who are 
vulnerable and abused. “We can create safe spaces for 
all people who are targets of this violence, especially 
women and girls in our societies,” reads the message. 
“We should promote transformative masculinities and 
femininities based on respect and equality.”

WCC member churches also observed “16 Days 
Against Gender-Based Violence,” expressing their 
prayerful determination to keep carrying the message 
past 16 days, into the coming new year and beyond.

Confinement also put children at risk for domestic 
violence and affected their rights to education, care, and 
protection. Churches across the globe worked to protect 
and champion child rights.

Children at the centre

In a podcast, Cornelius Williams, associate director 
and global chief of child protection for UNICEF’s 
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programme division, described the impact on children’s 
rights as a “crisis within a crisis, where containment 
measures pose a serious threat to basic rights, such as 
education, care, protection, decent living standards, and 
even the right to play with other kids.”

On Human Rights Day, the WCC put children at 
the centre of climate solutions, engaging with experts 
and young people to find ways to boost children’s 
participation in climate change initiatives.

The WCC also launched a campaign— “Out of 
the shadows and into the light”—and a toolkit with 
practical and spiritual resources for pastors, leaders, and 
Sunday schools to facilitate real conversation and help 
churches create a safer world for children.

The toolkit provides concrete steps to raise 
awareness of risks and responses to protect children, 
particularly in the context of confinement caused by the 
COVID-19 crisis.

In September, the WCC and UNICEF celebrated 
the fifth anniversary of a partnership that has created a 
network of over 1,500 influential supporters and over 
100 practical tools and strategies to strengthen the work 
for children.

Safer spaces for vulnerable communities  

Many programmes and resources within the WCC 
worked toward making safer spaces possible for 
vulnerable communities, including people living in 
conflict zones, migrants and refugees, frontline workers, 
persons with disabilities, and indigenous communities.

During a podcast, Gertrude Fefoame, a member 
of the Presbyterian Church of Ghana, spoke about 
communications challenges experienced by persons with 
disabilities amidst COVID-19. With physical distancing 
and other COVID-19-related safety protocols, “our 
lives, therefore, became difficult,” said Fefoame. “Many 
of us went hungry, both physically and spiritually.”

The WCC, through webinars, publications and 
outreach, helped share the wisdom and resilience of 
indigenous communities in the face of COVID-19. For 
many indigenous people, COVID-19 heightened existing 

In a lively video exchange on World Children’s Day 
in November, Elizabeth Wathuti, founder of Green 
Generation Initiative and head of campaigns at 
Wangari Maathai Foundation in Kenya, asked WCC 
acting general secretary Rev. Prof. Dr Ioan Sauca a 
key question: “What is your message to children and 
young people?”

Sauca answered: “The future is yours. Be bold; be 
strong. Take into account the experience of the 
present church leaders and of the past. Keep what 
is good, but please don’t repeat our mistakes and 
what has been wrong.”

#PrayTogether #StaySafeTogether

CONFESSION

Jesus, Christ, Lamb of God 
who takes away the sins of the world, 
give us the holiness that commits us to all of your creation that we have made sick.

Forgive us for not knowing how to be a good neighbour, 
for not knowing how to love as you have loved us.

Forgive us for the pandemic of heartbreak, 
injustice and oppression.

Forgive us for the pandemic of selfishness and individualism we have created.

Forgive us for the pandemic of indifference 
and for not washing the wounds of the sick.

Forgive us for the pandemic of consuming 
to the point of sickness and for almost 
extinguishing your creation.

Forgive us for the pandemic of apathy 
when it comes to doing what you have asked us to do.

Forgive us for the pandemic of lack of love for ourselves, our neighbours and for all 
of your creation.

Karla Selene Evangelista Segoviano, 
Methodist Church of Mexico
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vulnerabilities and inequalities, further exacerbating 
current inadequacies within systems and infrastructures. 
The coronavirus not only posed a continuing health 
threat but also more critically threatened the very 
survival and existence of many indigenous communities.

Yet indigenous communities continued to rise in 
hope and resilience, offering encouragement, wisdom, 
and a vision of a world where all can continue to live 
sustainably, equitably, and justly.

The human right to water

The urgency and complexity of the human right to 
water and sanitation became more apparent as the 
COVID-19 pandemic evolved. Besides the health and 
sanitary aspects, the lack of access to clean water in 
homes put women and children in even more vulnerable 
situations.

“Water is a gift from God. And every human being 
is entitled to benefit from it. It is a right and not a 
privilege,” said Bishop Arnold Temple, from Sierra 
Leone, who serves as the WCC Ecumenical Water 
Network chairperson. “Faith communities throughout 
the world must emphasize the facts, and their pastoral 

Health and hope

WCC KEPT RESOURCES COMING…

The WCC compiled, developed, and organized 
dozens of resources related to health and hope. 
Some examples…

“Health and Hope: The Church in Mission and 
Unity,” a collection of previously published 
articles that resonate with the worldwide 
struggle amid the COVID-19 pandemic.

“Health-Promoting Churches: Reflections 
on Health and Healing for Churches on 
Commemorative World Health Days,” designed 
to accompany churches and strengthen their 
health-related ministries.

“Ecumenical Global Health COVID-19 Response 
Framework,” the product of collaboration 
by more than 40 organizations that provides 
practical ways to translate the church’s prophetic 
voice into action in ways that demonstrate love 
and compassion.

Mental health wasn’t forgotten, either. In 
honour of World Mental Health Day in October, 
Hanbeet Rhee, a member of the Ecumenical 
Youth Council in Korea and a member of the 
WCC ECHOS Commission on Youth, shared her 
personal encouragement and testimony about 
the importance of caring for one’s mental health. 
“If your life is covered with dark colours, I’d 
like to say that life is very colourful,” she said. 
“Please expect your colourful life, and I will pray 
for you.”

encounters should make the provision of water to 
vulnerable and deprived people a priority.”

Even 10 years after its official recognition by the 
United Nations, the human right to water and sanitation 
is constantly being violated. 

“Serving a Wounded World”

In August, the WCC and the Pontifical Council for 
Interreligious Dialogue released “Serving a Wounded 

World in Interreligious 
Solidarity: A Christian Call to 
Reflection and Action During 
COVID-19 and Beyond.”

This document aims to 
encourage churches and 
Christian organizations to 
reflect on the importance of 
interreligious solidarity in a 
world wounded by the COVID-19 pandemic.

Economy of Life

The clarion call for an Economy of Life was amplified 
even more in 2021 as economic hardship increased for 
so many people. 

In November, groups representing 500 million 
Christians worldwide urge G20 leaders to release 
countries from onerous debt.

In a letter to the Group of Twenty (G20) leaders, 
the WCC, World Communion of Reformed Churches, 
Lutheran World Federation and Council for World 
Mission urged an easing of pressure on countries 
being suffocated by debt especially in the time of the 
pandemic. The organizations represent more than 500 
million Christians across the world.

“Hundreds of billions of dollars continue to be 
directed away from life-saving public health and social 
service systems, towards debt payments,” reads the 
letter. “The most difficult period likely lies ahead as 
more countries are expected to fall into debt default in 
2021.”
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The building blocks of economic 
transformation 

Tax justice, including reforming the current tax systems, 
enacting jubilee, and paying reparations, was the focus 
of a 2020 WCC Ecumenical School on Governance, 
Economics and Management public webinar held in 
September.

Students and guests were introduced to the 
Zacchaeus Tax Campaign (#ZacTax), which calls for 
“a transformation in the global economic system that 
would, like Zacchaeus, return at least some of the 
monies owed” by multinational corporations and the 
extremely wealthy, said Justin Thacker, director of 
Church Action for Justice (UK). “More than ever, we 
want to see a fairer world, a more just world, a more 
equal world, a world where the rich and powerful stop 
exploiting—and, indeed, stealing—from the poor.”

During another webinar addressing faith perspectives 
on debt, Jahlani Niaah, co-author of Let Us Start with 
Africa: Foundations of Rastafari Scholarship, reflected 
that financial structures could be aligned to faith-rooted 
values, and that debt cancellation and reparations are 
critical for promoting justice.

“There is a sense that reparation is an ethos that is 
necessary as a part of the concert of nations. Pride of all 
money should move to a similar pride to be responsible 
to issues that arose because of accumulation of that 
money,” said Niaah.

Protecting refugees

In September, Christian organizations representing 
2 billion people—about one-third of the world’s 
population—released a statement on the dire situation 
of migrants and refugees in Europe, demanding a more 
compassionate approach.

“Solidarity should be the guiding principle governing 
migration and particularly refugee reception,” the 
statement says. “We expect the EU to reject the discourse 
and politics of fear and deterrence, and to adopt a 
principled stance and compassionate practice based on 
the fundamental values on which the EU is founded.”

During a webinar entitled “People on the Move: 
Solidarity and Advocacy,” the WCC highlighted the 
current experiences of refugees, stateless persons, 
seasonal and migrant workers, and undocumented 
persons, with a particular focus on ways they are 

affected by COVID-19 as the pandemic rages on.
Following that webinar, an online conference 

co-organised by the WCC strengthened efforts to 
protect children on the move. With UNICEF’s Europe 
and Central Asia Regional Office, the Joint Learning 
Initiative on Faith & Local Communities, and the 
European Council of Religious Leaders-Religions 
for Peace, WCC hosted the regional interreligious 
conference to explore ways to accompany children 
affected by migration.

Using knowledge gained from responding 
to HIV and AIDS

The WCC Ecumenical HIV and AIDS Initiatives and 
Advocacy International Reference Group and the WCC 
Ecumenical Advocacy Alliance HIV Strategy Group 
brought together 31 individuals from 18 nations in 
Africa, Europe, Asia, the Caribbean and North America, 
including representatives from the All Africa Conference 
of Churches and the Conference of Churches in Asia.

Participants recognised strong similarities in their HIV 
response and in their encounters with the COVID-19 
pandemic. People living with HIV, key populations, and 

HIV programmes are experiencing renewed challenges in 
accessing prevention, treatment, care and support for 
HIV and other chronic diseases. There are also parallels 
in the manifestation of fear, stigma and discrimination. 
The group identified new opportunities for the HIV 
community to unite and act, and to provide their wealth 
of experience in accompaniment, service provision, and 
advocacy to communities facing COVID-19. 
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Carrying the image of God

As he concluded his time as WCC general secretary, 
Rev. Dr Olav Fykse Tveit gave some parting words of 
hope for the future during a farewell prayer service 
in April. “We are called to carry the image of God 
to one another. That means also that we are called 
to care for one another in the name of the Good 
Shepherd. It is sometimes challenging to believe this, 
like in the times of the pandemic that humanity is 
facing today,” Tveit said.

As Tveit went on to become the presiding bishop 
of the Bishops’ Conference of the Church of Norway, 
the WCC welcomed Rev. Prof. Dr Ioan Sauca, who is 
serving as acting general secretary until the process of 
electing a general secretary can be resumed.

Sauca, who committed to help the WCC “engage 
in a common witness to the world” is also the director 
of the WCC Bossey Ecumenical Institute, itself an 
institution of hope for the ecumenical world.

Despite changing circumstances because of the 
pandemic, six new master students finished their 
yearlong studies with a graduation ceremony in June.

Following the call of the bell, ringing for the 
first time in the institute’s medieval chapel since the 
suspension of gatherings in Switzerland in March, the 
group of students, WCC staff and visitors gathered for a 
thanksgiving prayer. For this unique gathering, hygiene 
and physical distancing measures were taken.

Emma Van Dorp, from Switzerland, shared a 
message on behalf of the group: “Having lived in this 
place for almost one year, we wholeheartedly enjoyed 
Bossey’s colourful 
environment, which 
includes a variety of 
cultures, traditions 
and continents,” she 
said. “We all feel 
that we have had 
an eschatological 
foretaste of the 

Hope for the future eternal community of the kingdom of God through our 
community life at Bossey.”

Bossey was then able to further adapt to the 
changing reality of the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, 
enrolling 29 out of 34 admitted students for the 2020-
2021 academic year.

The new group of students was remarkably diverse, 
with 14 women and 15 men, from 22 countries and 19 
different church traditions — a success story and sign 
of hope for the work of the Ecumenical Institute in the 
future. 

The WCC 11th Assembly – An opportunity 
to deepen visible unity

Planning for the WCC 11th Assembly, which will 
take place in Karlsruhe, Germany from 31 August to 
8 September 2022, continued in earnest. The theme, 
“Christ’s love moves the world to reconciliation and 
unity,” resonates particularly in the context of  
COVID-19.

In July, the WCC executive committee approved a 
new date for the 11th Assembly. Originally planned for 
2021, the event was postponed by one year because of 
the gravity and uncertainties related to the COVID-19 
pandemic.

“Being the most diverse Christian gathering of 
its size in the world, the assembly will be a unique 
opportunity for the churches to deepen their 
commitment to visible unity and common witness,” 
said Rev. Prof. Dr Ioan Sauca. “We will draw renewed 
energy for the WCC’s work far beyond the event itself.”

Bishop Petra Bosse-Huber, from the Evangelical 
Church in Germany, said that the host churches are 
delighted that the WCC has accepted a renewed 
invitation to hold the 11th Assembly in Karlsruhe and 
encouraged all churches, especially in Germany and the 
surrounding region, to take advantage of the opportunity 
to prepare ecumenically, cross-border and with partners 
in church and society for the historic event.

“The current world situation needs the churches’ 
common witness for unity and against all forms of 
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injustice and racism,” Bosse-Huber said. “The assembly 
has set itself the task of being a bridge builder for a 
reconciled and united world.”

Festivities and dialogue launch new  
WCC journal

A lively interchange on the rapidly changing landscape 
of interreligious encounter marked the launch of a new 
journal at the Ecumenical Centre in February. The new 
incarnation of Current Dialogue, the pioneering WCC 
periodical on interreligious dialogue was unveiled. This 
publishing arrangement was a historic moment for the 
ecumenical movement, with Current Dialogue joining 
the WCC’s other two academic journals, The Ecumenical 
Review and International Review of Mission.

The journal, a biennial publication produced since 
1980 by the staff of the WCC’s office for Interreligious 
Dialogue and Cooperation, is now available through 
WCC’s journals publishing partner, Wiley, as an annual 
supplemental issue to The Ecumenical Review.

Talking more about Christian unity 

Through its three study groups, the WCC Faith 
and Order Commission worked on a proposal for 
a sixth Faith and Order world conference in 2025 
as it continued to map common ground among 
churches worldwide. The commission’s work is 
carried on through three study groups focusing on the 
Pilgrimage of Justice and Peace, ecclesiology, and moral 
discernment.

The commission continued to focus on the message 
to churches on the ecumenical significance of responses 
to “The Church: Towards a Common Vision.” After 
a study group analyzed almost 80 responses to the 
report, the commission is preparing papers on 16 key 
controversial theological themes in these responses, to 
be published in 2021. The message to the churches on 
the meaning of the responses for their common life will 
feed into the WCC 11th Assembly.

The commission also explored key aspects of the report 
“Churches and Moral Discernment. Facilitating Dialogue 
to Build Koinonia,” which addresses the challenges of 
ecumenical dialogue on conflicting moral issues. 

ABOUT THE WCC 11TH 
ASSEMBLY SYMBOL

The assembly symbol’s design 
is inspired by the dynamic 
expressions and variety of 
the ecumenical movement in 
its search for Christian unity 
and promotion of justice and 
peace. 

The symbol is composed 
of a cross; a dove; a circle 
alluding to the concept of 
reconciliation; and crossed 
paths representing the various 
journeys, movement, freedom, 
and vibrancy of life that drive 
the WCC and its member 
churches around the world.
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As a new WCC webinar series explored the role of 
bilateral dialogues among diverse churches, theologians 
looked back at how history has shaped the formation 
of bilateral dialogues. Bishop Dr Brian Farrell, secretary 
of the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity, 
reflected that we all know divisions between churches 
have existed since the beginning.

“What is new in this era of ecumenical relations 
is the fact that the churches themselves are now 
systematically talking to each other about Christian 
unity,” he said. “Bilateral dialogue is no longer a 
question of individuals interested to get together and 
talk—it is an activity of the churches themselves.”

The Green Village: a way of work  
in the future 

The Green Village continued to develop as the place to 
be for work in the future.

The construction site opened in March 2020, and by 
the end of the year, excavations were complete for the 
first two buildings, and all land-shares for apartments in 
Montreal, the residential building, had been sold. The 

steering committee approved a financial plan for Kyoto, 
the first office building. 

Camille Sainte-Rose, Implenia’s team leader for Real 
Estate Development, described the Green Village: “The 
goal of the project is really to make the very best use 
of the site not only for the WCC but also for the other 
international organizations that will come there,” she 
said. “One challenge at the start was how to deal with 
the site’s existing buildings.”

Those “existing buildings” include the chapel in the 
Ecumenical Centre, which is now classified as a historic 
building in Geneva. WCC acting general secretary Rev. 
Prof. Dr Ioan Sauca reflected on the deep meaning of 
the chapel and, more widely, on the values that the 
WCC holds precious. “The first value is to bring people 
together in dialogue and cooperation,” he said. 
“Another value is commitment to sustainability, and 
both of these values are deeply integrated in the 
planning of the Green Village.” 

Near final billboard mockup

A Psalm for this time

The grace of God guides us, 
We don´t lack and never will lack anything. 
He leads us to places of rest and care 
and to drink waters of trust. 
He renews our strength 
so we do not abandon the path of solidarity, 
because it is there, in our empathy with others, 
where we honour his name.

Even though we pass through polluted streets 
and places of possible contagions, 
we will not fear any danger, 
because You, divine presence, 
maintain the prudent distance between tenderness and respect,
and that inspires us with serenity and confidence. 

We will share the table again, and the banquet and the party, 
before the astonished gaze of the empire of the viruses 
and of any empire that proposes death and exclusion. 
We will fill our cups again until they overflow 
to toast for the new worlds, 
already stripped of their greed and their thirst for power, 
more aware of being family, people, humanity. 

Surely your goodness and love 
will follow us every hour of each journey 
until we know how to make this earth of yours 
a house in which we can all live, 
in our full and rich diversity, 
with health, fullness, dignity, 
bread, shelter, work and justice, 
forever. 

Rev. Gerardo Oberman, Red Crearte, Argentina

#PrayTogether #StaySafeTogether
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“We Pray, Peace Now, End the War!”

Throughout 2020, the WCC stood in solidarity with 
those on the Korean Peninsula working for peace. 

FEBRUARY
The WCC announced “We Pray, Peace Now, End the 
War!” a 70-day prayer campaign for peace on the Korean 
Peninsula. The 70 days of prayer corresponded with a 
commemoration of 70 years since the start of the Korean 
War, and religious leaders worldwide pledged to redouble 
their ongoing efforts for peace and reunification.

A toolkit of resource materials, was made available 
to bring a global dimension to the activities of the peace 

process, including prayers and Bible studies, advocacy 
material for social media, and the publication, “The 
Light of Peace: Churches in Solidarity with the Korean 
Peninsula.”

MAY
Former WCC general secretary Rev. Dr Olav Fykse 
Tveit received the Dongbaek Medal of the Order of 
Civil Merit of the Republic of Korea during a ceremony 
at the Korean Embassy in Oslo, Norway.

JUNE
Representatives of churches and councils of churches 
around the world, including the countries that 

Striving for peace on the Korean Peninsula

participated in the Korean War, presented a Joint 
Ecumenical Peace Message for the 70th anniversary 
of the start of the Korean War to promote the peace 
and reconciliation message for the Korean Peninsula in 
church circles and beyond. The message describes the 
Korean War as an “appallingly destructive conflict” 
which never ended in a peace treaty.

“Seven decades after this war began, it is time to 
acknowledge that it ended long ago,” the message reads. 
“New challenges to peace and stability in the region 
have arisen in the meantime, but we do not believe that 
the resolution of those challenges will be facilitated by 
keeping that 70-year-old conflict open.”

At a Peace Convocation, people holding blue 

umbrellas as symbols of unity prayed, walked, and 
called for peace together.

The convocation, coordinated by the Presbyterian 
Church in the Republic of Korea, commemorated 70 
years since the start of the Korean War. Held at the 
White Horse Hill Memorial in Cholwon, the observance 
took place on one of the most ferocious battlefields of 
the Korean War.

In a peace message read aloud, participants prayed: 
“Here we pray that God may hear the cry of the 
victims’ blood from the ground and grant them peace,” 
adding, “We pray for God’s grace that we may be 
strengthened to reflect our path of the past and heal our 
wounds of the war.”

JULY 
A Women of Faith Pilgrim Team gathered, some in 
person and others virtually, in South Korea. They were 
there to listen and accompany Korean church women 
as they called for an end to patriarchy – manifested in 
the Japanese colonization of Korea and establishment of 
‘comfort women’ and also in the Korean War — and to 
the resulting pain and injustice that remains a grim daily 
reality for many.

Also in July, a Declaration for the People’s Korea 
Peace Agreement was launched at a global Zoom 
convention initiated by the National Council of 
Churches in Korea, along with civil organizations.

OCTOBER 
Young people from across the world gathered virtually 
to pray for peace on the Korean Peninsula and invited 
others to join them by viewing a video highlighting their 
prayers. 

LIGHT OF PEACE

A new WCC publication, 
“The Light of Peace: 
Churches in Solidarity with 
the Korean Peninsula,” 
offers WCC member 
churches resources for 
understanding and 
reflecting on 70 years of 
unresolved conflict on the 
Korean Peninsula. 

The content draws 
on various contributors, each with their own 
experience or expertise in the Korean journey. 
Emphasizing the importance of the spiritual 
response, every chapter starts with a spiritual 
reflection and ends with a prayer.

The publication will serve as an educational, 
spiritual, worship and formation resource, and 
encourages churches and individuals to pray for 
peace, reunification, and an end to division on the 
Korean Peninsula.

Photo: Presbyterian Church in the Republic of Korea
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On the Pilgrimage

“The Pacific Conference of Churches welcomes 
you on board our ecumenical canoe, as we sail and 
voyage together beyond the fringing reefs and rocks 
of the many issues that affect us here in the Pacific 
and globally and set sail with our eyes firmly fixed 
on the island of hope,” said Rev. Dr James Bhagwan, 
Pacific Conference of Churches general secretary, as he 
welcomed participants of WCC Pilgrimage of Justice 
and Peace to Fiji in January.

The Reference Group of the Pilgrimage of Justice 
and Peace and the Theological Study Group of the 
pilgrimage met at the Pacific Theological College, 
in Suva, Fiji, to reflect on the situation in the Pacific 
through the lens of a global thematic focus on climate 
change and cooperation with churches, national councils 
of churches in the region, the Pacific Conference of 
Churches, and others.

Impacts of climate change and the lingering health 
and environmental effects of nuclear testing on the 

countries in the Pacific region were among the issues 
discussed at the meeting of the WCC’s Commission of 
Churches on International Affairs, convened in February 
in Brisbane, Australia.

At a service in St John’s Anglican Cathedral, 

Islands of 
hope in the 
wider world

participants were welcomed to Australia by an elder of 
the Aboriginal community, Uncle Joe Kirk.

“We live the climate change on a daily basis, that 
is our life,” said Kirk. “If you want to learn about the 
environment and climate change – go to the indigenous 
people.”

Statelessness and climate change

In a regional training workshop coordinated by the 
WCC and the Council for World Mission, more than 
40 participants from 10 nations in the Pacific examined 
situations where people start life without nationality or 
become stateless during their lifetimes.

The workshop tied the vulnerability of stateless 
people to climate change. Collectively, Pacific nations 
are one of the most minor contributors to the emissions 
which cause climate change. Yet, they are in the 
frontlines of the impacts to the extent that their very 
existence, and thus also statehood, is threatened. 

NUCLEAR TESTING FALLOUT

The WCC stood in solidarity with 
churches in the Pacific as they shared 
the wounds of being victims of nuclear 
testing. The consequences of the 
testing in the region have remained 
mainly invisible to and unaddressed 
by the wider world. Victims and their 
descendants continue to suffer from 
the impacts upon their health, the 
degradation of their environment and 
pollution of their waters. Very few 
people have received compensation 
or adequate assistance for the 
consequences they have suffered. 

Participants shared how their lands are increasingly 
suffering erosion and their water supplies salinized. In 
Tuvalu and Kiribati particularly, there is a very real 
fear of the eventual submersion of their homelands and 
potential loss of their statehood, oceanic cultures, ways 
of living, and identities.

Participants shared insights on how the climate 
emergency and statelessness intersect to increase the 
vulnerability of communities. Questions of legal identity 
and the importance of birth registration were also 
addressed.

“The way in which gender inequality in many 
countries can impact the right to nationality was also 
examined, with women in several countries unable to 
transfer their nationality to their children and spouses, 
on an equal footing to men,” said Sierra Bird, from the 
Solomon Islands, in a theological reflection challenging 
interpretations of the Bible which justify the demeaning 
of women to a lower place with fewer rights.

Photo: Marcelo Schneider/WCC
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A conversion to end racism

Racism, in its various expressions, has been an ongoing 
concern of the ecumenical movement. A detailed 
description of the history of the WCC engagement on 
racism was presented in the document “A Concept 
Paper on Programmatic Initiative on Overcoming 
Racism, Racial Discrimination and Xenophobia.” The 
WCC executive committee has put into motion a call 
for detailed plans and a budget for a transversal on 
overcoming racism.

The WCC executive committee issued a statement in 
June reiterating its call for a conversion that will end all 
forms of racism and racial discrimination.

“The deepening of the crisis during these days 
compels the executive committee to observe that, 
despite important work undertaken by the WCC to 
combat racism, including with US member churches 
and the National Council of the Churches of Christ 
in the USA to draw attention to the four-hundred-
year history of racism in the United States, much 

more needs to be done,” the statement reads. “With 
the African Methodist Episcopal Church, we affirm 
‘Broken nations, broken health care and educational 
systems, political and economic systems ruled by racism, 
economic inequality, and the widespread practice of 
white privilege put people of colour all over the world 
‘at risk’. White supremacist business as usual, is no 
longer acceptable.’”

The WCC condemned violence, racism, and police 
brutality in the US, following the death of George 
Floyd, an unarmed black man, at the hands of a police 
officer.

“As part of our Christian understanding and our 
witness in the world, we reject the brutality of both 
violence and racial injustice,” reads a WCC statement. 
“We, therefore, express our revulsion at the killing of 
George Floyd while in police custody in Minneapolis, 
and call for full accountability for those responsible for 
his death.”

When human life is disturbed, disrupted, 
and threatened by the novel coronavirus, 
we pray to you, God of life. 
Grant us the compassion, humility and self-discipline
to value, care about and protect each life.

We pray to you, God of mercy, 
for all who have suffered directly and  
indirectly during this global pandemic. 
May you sustain, console, and heal them.

We pray to you, God of grace, 
for all good efforts to rescue life and to maintain people’s health. 
May you strengthen, guide and protect all 
who have committed to fight against this disease.

We pray to you, God of righteousness, 
for justice to prevail. 
May you lead us to combat racism, discrimination, stigmatization and xenophobia 
with courage in the midst of this health crisis. 

We pray to you, God of love, 
for an early end to the transmission of COVID-19 that is harming all, and for life, 
health and peace for all, through your mercy, grace and loving care, and through 
human solidarity, integrity and mutual support. Amen.  

Rev. Dr Manhong Melissa Lin, China Christian Council

#PrayTogether #StaySafeTogether

Photo: Albin Hillert/WCC
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Voices from the WCC fellowship

Voices from the WCC global fellowship also spoke out 
strongly against racism and for justice in an ongoing 
show of solidarity and action.

Dianna Wright, interim director of Ecumenical and 
Inter-religious Relations, Presbyterian Church (USA), 
said her desire is not just to participate, but to find a 
way to do something. “People are angry and rightly so, 
right? You just don’t know what to say. God is calling 
us to do something about it.”

A series of five webinars in five days convened by 
the WCC’s Theological Study Group of the Pilgrimage 
of Justice and Peace offered theological reflections on 
“Hate Speech and Whiteness.”

The sessions were: “White Privilege in COVID-19 
and White Supremacy in Mission,” “Legacy of Slavery, 
Structural Racism, and Religion,” “Religion, White 
Superiority, and Aboriginal Peoples,” “Legacy of Slavery, 
Colonialism, and Structural Racism,” and “Hate Speech 
based on Caste and Class Discrimination and Religion.”

Speakers, who included international scholars and 
theologians, confirmed that hate speech and whiteness 
are two overarching issues for the broader global 
manifestations of racism today.

During the session entitled “Legacy of Slavery, 
Structural Racism, and Religion,” Dr Iva E. Carruthers 
spoke about the confluence of situations that are 
especially ominous for the people of African descent 
in the US. Carruthers is a founding trustee and general 
secretary of the interdenominational organization, 
Samuel DeWitt Proctor Conference.

“In the midst of demographic shifts, America’s 
identity of whiteness is dying, and the death rattle is 
felt around the world,” she said. “Centers of economic, 
religious and cultural power are shifting.”

Rev. Prof. Tinyiko Maluleke, from the University 
of Pretoria, shared reflections based on his recently 
published study, “Whiteness and Hate Speech in 
Africa.”

Colonialism and slavery are clearly the institutional 
foundations of whiteness on the African continent, 

Maluleke said, a legacy that permeates the fabric of 
culture today.

“As I speak to you today, over this weekend, South 
Africa was under threat of breaking into some kind 
of civil war when a small town at the center of the 
country was torn apart after a young white farmer 
was murdered brutally,” said Maluleke. As court 
proceedings began, he described, “black and white 
crowds were gathering to oppose one another, and there 
was a great fear that this might break into violence.”

Racism and COVID-19

Two WCC podcasts in December highlighted the 
intersection of racism and COVID-19. Guests were Rev. 
Dr Karen Georgia Thompson, associate general minister 
for Wider Church Ministries and Operations and 
co-executive for Global Ministries, United Church of 
Christ in the USA, and Rev. Canon Emmanuel Chikoya, 
general secretary, Council of Churches in Zambia.

Thompson reflected on how COVID-19 has 

unevenly affected some groups in the US. “I think 
that’s been a big challenge here in the United States, 
particularly because there has been such a disparity in 
the ways in which COVID-19 has affected historically 
underrepresented groups in the United States,” she said, 
“including persons of colour and racially marginalized 
people.”

Chikoya spoke of the challenges facing pastors as 
they try to accompany people losing loved ones to 
COVID-19. “It was a nightmare to deal with these 
issues,” he said, reflecting how rituals and pastoral care 
have changed due to virus restrictions. “When people 
had loved ones who died, they expected their priest 
there,” he said. “Then you were told not to go.”

In June, the Circle of Concerned African Women 
Theologians published a statement entitled “Mama, 
Mama…I Can’t Breathe!” that expresses heartbreak 
over the death of George Floyd at the hands of a 
policeman.

“Floyd pleaded for his life to no avail until he 
finally succumbed to death,” reads the statement. “The 
community has been pleading, ‘Black Lives Matter.’”

Photo: Marcelo Schneider/WCC
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Olive Harvest Initiative: “the land 
remembers”

The WCC launched the Olive Harvest initiative to reaffirm 
its commitment to justice and peace in the Holy Land. 

Olive trees know neither religious nor territorial 
boundaries and bear fruit even under occupation. The 
initiative highlighted the spiritual, economic, and cultural 
importance of the olive harvest for Palestinian communities 
and witnessed to the impact of the occupation.

Shireen Awwad Hilal, director of the Community 
Outreach at Bethlehem Bible College, emphasized the 
cultural significance of the harvest season and the olive 
tree as a symbol of identity and unity.

“The olive harvest is something we all, women, men, 
children, Christians and Muslims alike, participate in 
together,” she explained and urged all viewers overseas 
to be ambassadors of peace and to pray for Palestine.

Rabbi Raanan Mallek of Rabbis for Human Rights 
reflected on how to begin to plant a just peace: 
“Palestinians are the people of this land who have 
planted the olive trees over centuries,” said Mallek. 

“The land remembers, it requires justice to be done, and 
it belongs only to God. It is up to him to give it to who 
he wishes. How he decides who the land is given to is 
whether or not we stand up and are just in the way that 
we act towards the other. It is closed minds that have 
kept two peoples apart for over a century. We can seek 
a way to change that; salaam and shalom between 
Palestinians 
and Israelis 
must be 
achieved. The 
core of what 
this land is 
all about is 
that there 
should be 
justice and 
equality for 
all.” 

“Loving and  
compassionate God, 
you call us to love our neighbours 
and to be bearers of your hope 
and grace in our world. Expand our 
hearts and vision to respond with 
compassion to those around us, 
who are struggling in this time 
of uncertainty, anxiety, grief and 
suffering...” 

From the Uniting Church  
in Australia Assembly

#PrayTogether 
#StaySafeTogether

Photo: Albin Hillert/WCC Photo: Sean Hawkey
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Promoting a sustainable future

The WCC marked the fifth anniversary of the Paris 
Agreement with the knowledge that there is still 
hope to carve out a sustainable future—even with a 
shrinking window of opportunity to address the climate 
emergency. 

Particularly during COVID-19, faith communities 
are well-placed to promote concrete solutions for 
sustainability. During an intergenerational, international 
dialogue in November, the WCC highlighted poverty 
in  the context of COVID-19, and how it relates to 
sustainability, climate change, and the use of natural 
resources—stressing that rooted in an unjust and 
ecologically unsustainable economic model, the COVID-

19 pandemic and climate change have wreaked havoc 
on people’s lives, being both an offshoot of and catalyst 
to current economic catastrophes.

As faith communities work to promote solutions to 
the climate emergency, they put children at the centre. 
Celebrating International Children’s Day in November, 
the WCC released a research paper “Cooler Earth 
- Higher Benefits: Actions by those who care about 
children, climate and finance.” The publication gives 
suggestions of how churches and other organizations 
worldwide can respond to the climate emergency 
through investment decisions that protect children from 
global warming.

Addressing the Climate Emergency
 

Voices from the fellowship

A July WCC webinar entitled “Reconnecting in 
faith with creation, land and water” explored ways 
in which we tie our faith to living responsibly on 
earth. Participants explored together why and how a 
sustainable future must be based on the interdependency 
of the whole creation, not an anthropocentric 
understanding of human beings as the dominant species.

Speakers offered practical insights on how to support 
life-giving agriculture and ensure access to clean water 
and dignified sanitation for all.

Author and activist Dr Maude Barlow, a founding 
member of the Council of Canadians and co-founder 
of the Blue Planet Project, emphasized the importance 
of honouring the human right to water. “We humans 
have exploited the natural resources, and many private 
corporations know that water is a scarce resource, and 
those who control water are going to be powerful and 
wealthy,” she said. “But water is a public trust and a 
common good and not a commodity.”

On World Environment Day in June, the WCC and 
the National Council of Churches in India co-hosted 
a webinar “Sustainable Environment: Churches in 
action.”

As he opened the webinar, Asir Ebenezer, general 
secretary of the National Council of Churches in India, 
said that, although the COVID-19 pandemic shut 
people out of many places, it enabled them in some 
ways to be more Christian in the world, particularly in 
caring for the environment and caring for each other. 
“We shared food, we shared our shelter, we shared 
our hospitals, we shared our schools, we shared our 
colleges,” he said. “We were Christ-like even though we 
couldn’t go to our churches.”

Season of Creation 

The 2020 Season of Creation theme was “Jubilee for the 
Earth”—a very relevant and timely theme for a world 
coping with the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.

 “The pandemic has exposed and exacerbated many 
of the inequalities and inequities and injustices that are 

Photo: Marcelo Schneider/WCC
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prevalent in most of our nations,” said WCC moderator 
Dr Agnes Abuom. “The concept and practice of jubilee 
help us to have insights into about five concepts: rest, 
restoration, replenishment, reconciliation, restitution.”

The Season of Creation is an annual celebration of 
prayer and action for the environment that begins on 
1 September. Christians around the world renew their 
relationship with the Creator and all creation through 
celebration, conversion, and commitment.

Although Christian communities have incorporated 
this annual event into their calendars for years, 2020 
had particular resonance given the health, economic, 
and environmental crises that have shaken our world. 

For Rev. Prof. Dr Ioan Sauca, WCC acting general 
secretary, “Season of Creation is a very good example of 
true ecumenical spirit to pray together and act together 
on the global challenges we are living in today. Faith 
is an indispensable part to change the world to a more 
sustainable and just place. Season of Creation is witness 
to that.”

Take good care of God’s holy earth

H.E. Metropolitan Seraphim Kykotis of Zimbabwe is 
the metropolitan of the Archdiocese of Zimbabwe in 
eastern Africa, part of the Greek Orthodox Patriarchate 
of Alexandria and All Africa. He serves on the WCC 
executive and central committees, and also on the WCC 
Climate Change Working Group.

From a young child until the present, he has lived 
each day caring for the earth, both physically and 
spiritually, in big and small ways.

When asked about his spiritual inspiration during 
the Season of Creation, he said: “Jesus Christ and also 
the Orthodox leaders who, with one voice, are teaching 
us to take good care of God’s holy earth. The Season of 
Creation is an important opportunity to organize in a 
better way our parishioners for ecological events with 
the participation of all the members of the community 
in order to organize ourselves for ecological action for 
the whole year.” 

Lord Jesus Christ our God, 

You Who created human beings with utter goodness, 
the healer of our souls and bodies, heed now the 
supplication of Your children, and save us from the 
impeding threat against the world. For this affliction has 
spread ferociously and the fear of death has surrounded 
us. Many have suffered and many have passed on to 
repose, and there is none to save us, except You, O Lord.

We know, Merciful Lord,  
that all this will cultivate our faith, 
as we implore you, crying out in utter repentance.  
Undo, O Lord, the dangerous effects of the virus and  
heal all people, as a most Gracious Lord. 

For those, who repose in peace, give rest in Your heavenly 
abode. Grant peace to the world, so that all people know 
that You are the Only God, and your faithful are not 
bound by death, but live forever.

For You are our hope and our whole life is in Your 
benevolent hands, and to You we give glory, as well as to 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, now and forever and unto 
the ages of ages. Amen.

Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America

#PrayTogether #StaySafeTogether
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International Youth Day

From warm greetings to music and dancing, to practical 
tips, a WCC Ecumenical International Youth Day in 
August drew young people from across the world for 
a virtual gathering that explored the theme of mental 
health, and how churches can support young people in 
this area of their lives.

Rhee Hanbeet, a member of the Ecumenical Youth 
Council in Korea and a member of the WCC ECHOS 
Commission on Youth, moderated the dialogue. 
“Our goal is to highlight the active contributions 
and participation of young people in the ecumenical 
movement,” she said.

In a video greeting, WCC acting general secretary 
Rev. Prof. Dr Ioan Sauca expressed appreciation for 
the hope that the young people bring to the ecumenical 
movement. “We continue to see and experience God’s 

spirit moving in different areas and spaces of the 
fellowship,” he said. “Despite these challenging times, 
there are still signs of hope that come by God’s grace 
and our faith in Christ Jesus. One of these signs of hope 
is today’s celebration.”

Expert speakers talked about the relationship 
between spiritual life and mental health. Dr Chiwoza 
Bandawe, associate professor in the Department of 
Mental Health in the College of Medicine at the 
University of Malawi, discussed the need for developing 
mental health literacy in youth ministries. “When we 
talk about mental health, we are really talking about 
our ability to think, feel and behave in such a way that 
realizes our full potential to cope with the challenges of 
life, and to be able to study and work in a proactive and 
meaningful way, and to contribute to our community,” 
he said.

From Tonga, Lita Vatuvei shared a perspective on 

Youth: a vibrant ecumenical voice

Divine Ruah, you who are the breath that gives life, 
look at all the people suffering today due to lack 
of oxygen and be the force of lives to be saved and 
health to be restored.

Breeze of Love, heal us from greed, lack of empathy 
and all that reduces our humanity.

Be with us, Refreshing Touch, so that in you we may 
live and bear witness to your love and benevolence. 
We ask you this in the name of 
Jesus Christ, who lives with you in unity 
with the Father of maternal love. 
Amen!

Episcopal Anglican Church of Brazil

#PrayTogether #StaySafeTogether

Photo: Albin Hillert/WCC

Photo: Albin Hillert/WCC

Photo: Marcelo Schneider/WCC



38 39

mental health from her context, and urged young people 
to ask themselves some key questions: “Who am I? 
What do I value? What are my core beliefs?”

For Jeremiah Edward Bohol, a clinical psychologist 
from the United Methodist Youth Fellowship in the 
Philippines, young people should be in community 
to strengthen each other’s mental health. “I believe 
that mental health is or should be a collective effort 
rather than perceiving it as a personal or an individual 
problem,” he said. “We become disconnected with 
each other because of other priorities like work, career, 
schooling, and so on.”

The International Youth Day, first declared by the 
United Nations in the year 2000, is celebrated each year 
under a different theme. 

FAITH COMMUNITIES CAN BOOST MENTAL HEALTH 
AMONG YOUTH

Anxiety, stress, and unexpected changes in lifestyles make 
it increasingly difficult for many young people to cope with 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Alcohol and substance abuse are 
on the rise as young people desperately search for answers 
to what is happening around them. Mental health issues are 
rapidly following in the wake of the physical, health, and 
socio-economic issues caused by COVID-19.

During a WCC-hosted podcast, Dr Brian MacLachlan, 
senior consultant psychiatrist at the Psychiatric Hospital in 
Bridgetown, Barbados, underlined education as a potent 
tool to raise awareness and mitigate judgmental behaviour 
against mental health patients. “There is still a lot of stigma 
associated with psychiatric facilities and mental health in 
general, but mental health and wellbeing, and mental health 
care and treatment, are important for our society in helping 
people live happy and productive lives,” he said. “Seeing 
a doctor for a mental health condition raises all kinds of 
questions and is very different from being treated for a 
concrete disease such as diabetes.”

Light for the future
In the 2020 Christmas message, the WCC put forth a 
“fragile hope” and the “sound of angels in the air.”

In the most challenging days of history, Christians 
have time and again found consolation and hope during 
the Christmas season, wrote WCC acting general 
secretary Rev. Prof. Dr Ioan Sauca. 

“Celebrations of Christmas in churches and families 
this year will be tempered by the physical distancing and 
other restrictions brought on by our concern to protect 
each other from the coronavirus,” he wrote. “People 
will grieve for the many dead around the world and will 
express their gratitude for those who care for the sick 
with great dedication and courage.”

The pandemic has torn the social fabric everywhere, 
and violence and war continue, Sauca reflected. “Even 
under these circumstances, however, there is a sound of 
angels in the air, proclaiming the birth of Christ with 
great joy,” he wrote. “As Christians, we glimpse in this 
singular event, the birth of the child Jesus in a desolate 
village at the margins of the Roman empire, the fragile 
beginnings of our own redemption.”

As 2021 unfolds, the WCC continues on a path 

that pursues caring for our one human family by 
seeking justice and peace. The issues are many. The 7th 
Annual Symposium on the Role of Religion and Faith-
Based Organizations in International Affairs, which 
drew several hundred online participants in January 
2021, showed that gender equality would require a 
“transformative faith approach.” Such a transformative 
approach will also be needed to address systemic racism, 
the continuation of the COVID-19 pandemic, ongoing 
conflict across the globe, and religious extremism. 

In a world crying out for justice and peace, the 
theme of the 11th WCC Assembly speaks of hope: 
“Christ’s love moves the world to reconciliation and 
unity.” The WCC works toward a future in which 
resources are shared, inequalities are addressed, and all 
can enjoy dignity.

“The love of Christ which is central to the assembly 
theme is placed within a trinitarian context and 
develops further the vision of the WCC Common 
Understanding and Vision document, which states that 
the purpose of God’s love incarnated in Jesus Christ is 
for the reconciliation and unity of all, of the whole 
cosmos (Col. 1:19; Eph. 1:10),” said WCC acting 
general secretary Rev. Prof. Dr Ioan Sauca. 

Photo: Marcelo Schneider/WCC
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WCC financial results 2020

In 2020, contributions income decreased by CHF 2.9 million 
(16%) to CHF 14.9 million, principally as a result of COVID-
19 impacts, including foreign exchange rates.  Rental income, 
sales and other income included CHF 0.4 million of furlough 
indemnities, while overall a net decrease of CHF 1.2 million 
(17%) in Rental, sales and other income is recorded compared 
to 2019, reflecting principally the impact of the pandemic on 
hotel revenues at the Château de Bossey.

In addressing COVID-19 financial risks, executive 
committee approved a revised budget 2020 in June 2020, with 
total income of CHF 39.3 million, which was finally slightly 
exceeded, as reported above, at CHF 39.9 million. The gain 
on sale of land totaled CHF 18.9 million (revised budget: 

CHF 18.4 million), with all land-shares for apartments in the 
Montreal building in Green Village sold at 31 December 2020.

The net surplus totaled CHF 11.5 million (revised budget: 
CHF 9.3 million) representing net proceeds from the land sales 
of CHF 12.7 million, and net decreases in all other funds of 
CHF 1.2 million.

Net proceeds from land sales were applied to reimburse 
loans of CHF 12 million. General reserves were stable, closing 
at CHF 7 million, after allocation of unrestricted funds of 
CHF 0.6 million to the assembly fund.

2019 comparatives were reclassified as appropriate to 
achieve consistent presentation. 

FINANCIAL RESULTS 2020  (Swiss francs 000’s)*
Unrestricted and 

designated funds
Restricted 

funds
Total  

funds
Total  

funds

*extracted from the audited annual report 2020 2020 2020 2019

INCOME

Membership and other unrestricted contributions  3 563  –  3 563  3 947 

Programme contributions  –  11 289  11 289  13 809 

Investment and currency (losses)/gains  (75)  79  4  1,018 

Rental income, sales and other income  5 746  420  6 166  7 397 

Gain on sale of land  –  18 948  18 948  3 483 

Unrestricted income distribution  (2 805)  2 805  –  – 

Total income  6 429  33 541  39 970  29 654 

EXPENDITURE

Programme and other operating costs  3 680  7 847  11 527  13 358 

Depreciation  2 340  159  2 499  2 593 

Salaries  4 452  8 007  12 459  12 336 

Taxation  42  1 912  1 954  645 

Redistribution of costs; internal (sales)/charges  (2 811)  2 811  –  – 

Total costs  7 703  20 736  28 439  28 932 

Transfers between funds  12 000  (12 000)  –  – 

Transfers to funds  99  (93)  6  18 

Net surplus for the year  10 825  712  11 537  740 

WCC EXPENDITURE BY PROGRAMME 2020 CHF 000s %

General Secretariat 1 546 11%

Unity, Mission and Ecumenical Relations 1 621 11%

Public Witness 3 684 26%

Diakonia 2 065 14%

Ecumenical Formation 1 681 12%

Communication 1 946 13%

Transversal issues 1 435 10%

Assembly 478 3%

14 456 100%

Transversal issues in 2020 included Church and Ecumenical 
Relations, Youth engagement in the ecumenical movement,   
Just community of women and men, Inter-religious dialogue  
and co-operation, and Spiritual life.

General Secretariat

Unity, Mission and Ecumenical Relations

Public Witness

Diakonia

Ecumenical Formation

Communication

Transversal issues

Assembly
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WCC SOURCES OF INCOME 2020 CHF 000s %

Membership contributions 3 465 8.7%

Unrestricted contributions 98 0.2%

Programme and assembly contributions 11 289 28.2%

Investment and currency net gains 4 0.0%

Rental income, sales and other income 6 166 15.4%

Gain on sale of land 18 948 47.5%

39 970 100.0%

INCOME TRENDS 2020 (Swiss francs 000’s) 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Membership & other unrestricted contributions  4 120  4 206  3 877  3 928  3 916  4 040  3 947  3 563 

Programme contributions  16 871  16 020  14 651  13 542  13 372  13 895  13 431  10 993 

Assembly  2 112  138  115  55  68  73  378  296 

Other income  8 179  8 998  6 948  7 483  8 074  6 765  8 415  6 170 

Gain on sale of land  –  –  –  –  –  –  3 483  18 948 

Total  31 282  29 362  25 591  25 008  25 430  24 773  29 654  39 970 

Theological Education in Southeast Asia, HEKS - 
Hilfswerk der Evangelischen Kirchen Schweiz, Kerk in 
Actie, Lunds Mission Society, Norwegian Church Aid, 
Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Presbyterian 
Church (USA), Presbyterian Church in Canada, 
Presbyterian Church of Korea, Protestant Church in 
Switzerland, Protestant Church in the Netherlands, 
Reformierte Landeskirche Aargau, Religious Society of 
Friends, Stichting Rotterdam, Swiss Federal Department 
of Foreign Affairs , The Episcopal Church, UNAIDS, 
United Church of Canada, United Church of Christ, 
United Methodist Church, Uniting Church in Sweden, 
Waldensian Church 

Other contributors (less than CHF 20,000)
Member churches, ecumenical partners, other 
organizations, congregations and individuals 

Main contributors
Note: The list includes member churches, ecumenical 
partners and other organizations that contributed more 
than CHF 20,000 to the WCC in 2020.

African Methodist Episcopal Church, American Baptist 
Churches USA, Anglican Church of Canada, Bread 
for the World, Brot für Alle, Catholic Committee for 
Cultural Collaboration, Christian Aid, Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) in the United States, Christian 
Council of Sweden, Church of England, Church of 
Norway, Church of Scotland, Church of Sweden, 
Council for World Mission, DanChurchAid, Deutsche 
Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit, Eglise 
protestante unie de France, EKD - Evangelische Kirche 
in Deutschland, EKD - Evangelische Kirche in Hessen 
und Nassau, EKD - Evangelische Kirche im Rheinland, 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Denmark, Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Finland, Evangelisches Missionswerk in 
Deutschland, Evangelische Regionalverband Nassau 
Nord, FELM, Finn Church Aid, Foundation for 

Membership contributions

Unrestricted contributions

Programme and assembly contributions

Investment and currency net gains

Rental income, sales and other income

Gain on sale of land
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