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Curriculum Vitae

Rev. Dr Simone Sinn started to teach as professor of ecumenical theology in Bossey in summer
2018. She combines her teaching at the Ecumenical Institute with programme executive
responsibility of WCC’s Faith and Order Commission. Before joining the WCC, she worked for five
years as study secretary for public theology and interreligious relations at the Lutheran World
Federation (LWF) in Geneva (Switzerland). She initiated and coordinated an international study
process on church and religions in the public space. She organised several international
theological consultations, and subsequently edited publications in this field. She has collaborated
with colleagues to strengthen the interreligious dimension of the churches’ humanitarian,
development and advocacy work.

Her doctoral research at the Cluster of Excellence on Religion and Politics at the University of
Minster (Germany), focused on contemporary challenges of religious pluralism. Taking
Indonesia as an example, she examined public discourses on the politics of religion. The
discourse analysis as the study's methodological approach identified the interpretative patterns
and narratives in Islam and Christianity which have a formative influence on the understanding
of religious pluralism. The systematic-theological reflection deals with core questions of political
ethics and the theology of religions. It identifies the experience of vulnerability as a central
challenge in religious pluralism and provides a theological discussion of human agency.

She studied Protestant theology in Bethel, Heidelberg and Tiibingen, with a focus on studies in
diakonia in Heidelberg and took the Master program in Ecumenical Studies at the Irish School of
Ecumenics (ISE) in Dublin. She wrote her Master thesis in Dublin on “The Church as Participatory
Community. On the Interrelationship of Hermeneutics, Ecclesiology and Ethics”, and her final
thesis in Tiibingen in the area of theological ethics on the concept of responsibility. During her
studies she received a scholarship from the Studienstiftung des Deutschen Volkes, and the
German Academic Exchange Service. She was ordained in Ulm in 2006 (Evangelische
Landeskirche in Wiirttemberg, Germany). She did a Certificate of Advanced Studies in Civilian
Peacebuilding at the University in Basel in collaboration with Swisspeace.

She has been involved in ecumenical and interreligious networks on local and international
levels and has come to know the richness as well as the complexities of these relations. She is co-
founder of OCCURSO, an interreligious initiative in Freising, near Munich, Germany, and, as a
representative of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Geneva, member of the Plateforme
Interreligieuse de Genéve. On behalf of LWF, she has been a member of the Advisory Board of the
King Abdullah Bin Abdulaziz International Centre for Interreligious and Intercultural Dialogue
(KAICIID) in Vienna, Austria. Furthermore, she has been a member of the steering committee of
the Center for Christian-Muslim Encounter at the Deutscher Evangelischer Kirchentag. She is a
member of the European Society for Intercultural Theology and Interreligious Studies (ESITIS),
the Societas Oecumenica and the German Society for Mission Studies.
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Publications

Monographs

Religioser Pluralismus im Werden. Religionspolitische Kontroversen und theologische
Perspektiven von Christen und Muslimen in Indonesien, Tiibingen: Mohr Siebeck 2014

The Church as Participatory Community. On the Interrelationship of Hermeneutics, Ecclesiology
and Ethics, Dublin: Columba Press 2002

Edited books

Transformative Readings of Sacred Scriptures. Christian and Muslim Perspectives, Leipzig:
Evangelische Verlagsanstalt, will be published in December 2017 (edited together with Dina El
Omari and Anne Hege Grung)

Global Perspectives on the Reformation. Interactions between Theology, Politics and Economics,
Leipzig: Evangelische Verlagsanstalt, will be published in October 2017 (edited together with
Anne Burghardt)

Interactive Pluralism in Asia. Religious Life and Public Space, Leipzig: Evangelische
Verlagsanstalt 2016 (edited together with Tong, Wing-Sze)

Praxisbuch Interreligidser Dialog. Begegnungen initiieren und begleiten, Sankt Ottilien: EOS-
Verlag 2016 (edited together with Martin Rétting and Aykan Inan)

Religious Plurality and the Public Space. Joint Christian-Muslim Theological Reflections, Leipzig:
Evangelische Verlagsanstalt 2015 (edited together with Mouhanad Khorchide and Dina El Omari)

Religious Identity and Renewal in the Twenty-first Century. Jewish, Christian and Muslim
Explorations, Leipzig: Evangelische Verlagsanstalt 2015 (edited together with Michael Reid
Trice)

Freedom and Responsibility. Christian and Muslim Explorations, Genf: Lutheran World
Federation 2010 (edited together with Martin Sinaga)

Deepening Faith, Hope, Love in Relations with Neighbours of Other Faiths, Genf: Lutheran World
Federation 2008.



Articles

“Gender Issues and Mutual Recognition. Engaging Lutheran and Roman Catholic Discourse”, in:
Dagmar Heller and Minna Hietamaki (eds), Just Do It?! - Recognition and Reception in
Ecumenical Relations. Proceedings of the 19th Academic Consultation of the Societas
Oecumenica, Beihefte zur Okumenischen Rundschau Nr. 117, Leipzig: Evangelische
Verlagsanstalt 2018, 135-150.

«

Creation not for Sale’. Gottes Gnade angesichts der 6kologischen Krise”, in: Michael Biehl, Bernd
Kappes, Barbel Wartenberg-Potter (eds), Griine Reformation. Okologische Theologie, Hamburg:
Missionshilfeverlag 2017, 162-174

“Lutherische Perspektiven auf interreligiose Beziehungen. Theologische Studienprozesse in der
globalen lutherischen Kirchengemeinschaft, in: Hans-Peter Grofshans/ Friederike Niissel (eds),
Lutherische Theologie in auf3ereuropdischen Kontexten. Eine Zusammenschau aus Anlass des
500. Reformationsjubilaums, Forum Theologische Literaturzeitung, vol. 33, Leipzig: Evangelische
Verlagsanstalt 2017, 183-206.

“Vulnerability and Agency in Multiple Religious Belonging: Or, Why God Matters”, in: Peniel
Jesudason Rufus Rajkumar/ Joseph Prabhakar Dayam (eds), Many yet One? Multiple Religious
Belonging, Geneva: WCC Publications 2016, 63-74.

“Die Entdeckung des interreligiosen Dialogs. Lernprozesse in evangelischen Kirchen, in: Martin

Rotting/ Simone Sinn/ Aykan Inan (eds), Praxisbuch Interreligioser Dialog. Begegnungen
initiieren und begleiten, Sankt Ottilien: EOS-Verlag 2016, 165-173.

“Public Space, Agency and Dialogue in Plural Societies”, in: Simone Sinn/ Mouhanad Khorchide/
Dina El Omari (eds), Religious Plurality and the Public Space. Joint Christian-Muslim Theological
Reflections, Leipzig: Evangelische Verlagsanstalt 2015, 71-81.

“Konversionen als Anlass flir gemeinsame Lernprozesse von Christen und Muslimen. Empirische
und theologische Aspekte eines kontroversen Phinomens®, in: Hansjorg Schmid/ Ayse Basol-
Glrdal/ Anja Middlebeck-Varwick/ Biilent Ucar (eds), Zeugnis, Einladung, Bekehrung. Mission in
Christentum und Islam, Regensburg: Verlag Friedrich Pustet 2011, 215-227.

“Gleichzeitigkeit des Ungleichzeitigen. Protestantische Transformationen im christlichen
Verstindnis der Geschlechterdifferenz”, together with Hans-Peter Grofshans, in: Matthias
Morgenstern/ Christian Boudignon/ Christiane Tietz (eds), mannlich und weiblich schuf Er sie.
Studien zur Genderkonstruktion und zum Eherecht in den Mittelmeerreligionen, Gottingen:
Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht 2011, 293-316.

“Religioser Pluralismus in Indonesien. Andreas A. Yewangoes christlich-theologisches Pladoyer
wider die Exklusion”, in: Hans-Peter Grofshans/ Malte Dominik Kriiger (eds), Integration
religioser Pluralitit. Philosophische und theologische Beitrdge zum Religionsverstandnis in der
Moderne, Leipzig: Evangelische Verlagsanstalt 2010, 93-110.

“Gemeinschaft und Anderssein denken und gestalten. koinonia als ekklesiologischer Grundbegriff
im Okumenischen Rat der Kirchen und im Lutherischen Weltbund”, in: Lucia Scherzberg (ed.),
Gemeinschafts-konzepte im 20. Jahrhundert zwischen Wissenschaft und Ideologie, Miinster: MV-
Verlag 2010, 367-386.



“Empowerment and Discernment in Diaspora Situations. Thoughts on Theology and the
Resilience of Christians in Indonesia”, in: Theology in the Life of the Lutheran Communion: A
Tribute to Karen Bloomquist, Currents in Theology and Mission 37 2010, 217-224.

“Religion and Politics in Contemporary Indonesia: Responding to Political Change and Redefining
Religious Diversity”, Reformed World 59 (2009), 125-138.

“Auf fremde Stimmen hoéren. Perspektiven aus der Okumene zu Frauenordination und
Chancengleichheit in der Kirche®, in: Carmen Rivuzumwami/ Ursula Kress (eds), Grif Gott Frau
Pfarrerin. 40 Jahre Theologinnenordnung - Aufbriiche zur Chancengleichheit, Stuttgart: Kreuz
Verlag 2008, 297-304.

“Human Dignity and Remembrance. Perspectives from Germany”, in: John 0’Grady/ Peter Scherle
(eds), Ecumenics from the Rim. Explorations in Honour of John D’Arcy May, Miinster: Lit-Verlag
2007, 143-150.

“Hermeneutics and Ecclesiology”, in: Gerard Mannion/ Lewis S. Mudge (eds) The Routledge
Companion to the Christian Church, New York and London: Routledge 2007, 576-593.

Book Reviews

Volker Kiister/ Robert Setio (eds), Muslim Christian Relations Observed: Comparative Studies
from Indonesia and the Netherlands, Leipzig: Evangelische Verlagsanstalt 2014, in: The
Ecumenical Review 68 (2016), 489-491.

Renold Blank, Schafe oder Protagonisten? Kirche und neue Autonomie der “Laien” im 21.
Jahrhundert, Ziirich: Theologischer Verlag Ziirich 2013, in: Theologische Literaturzeitung 139
(2014), 1075-1076.

Peter de Mey, Andrew Pierce, Oliver Schuegraf (eds), Mission and Unity: Common Witness of
Separated Churches? Proceedings of the 16th Academic Consultation of the Societas Oecumenica,
Leipzig: Evangelische Verlagsanstalt 2012, in: Theologische Literaturzeitung 138 (2013), 623-
625.

Marianne Jehle-Wildberger, Adolf Keller (1872-1963). Pionier der 6kumenischen Bewegung,
Zirich: Theologischer Verlag Ziirich 2008, in: Theologische Literaturzeitung 136 (2011), 457-
459.

Gerard Mannion, Ecclesiology and Postmodernity: Questions for the Church in Our Time,
Collegeville, MN: Liturgical Press 2007, in: Ecclesiology 6 (2010), 374-376.

Janet Lees, Word of Mouth. Using the Remembered Bible for Building Community, Glasgow: Wild
Goose Publications 2007, in: The Ecumenical Review 60 (2008), 196-198.



