
 

 

End the HIV Epidemic, Leave No One Behind 
 

UN High Level Meeting on AIDS 2016: 
Talking Points for National Advocacy by Religious Leaders and Faith-

Based Organizations 
 

The WCC-Ecumenical Advocacy Alliance, in consultation with its participating 
organizations, WCC Ecumenical HIV and AIDS Initiatives and Advocacy (EHAIA), and 
partners, has developed the following messages to support religious leaders and faith-
based representatives as they meet with their government representatives to discuss and 
help draft an effective new Political Declaration. 
Background:  
In June this year, world leaders will meet in New York to adopt a concise and action-
oriented Declaration on HIV and AIDS which will not only express the commitment of 
nations to the HIV response, but also serve as the basis for accountability to achieving the 
goals for ending the HIV/AIDS epidemic by 2030. 
Governments will undertake a comprehensive review of the progress achieved in realizing 
the 2001 Declaration of Commitment on HIV/AIDS and the 2006 and 2011 Political 
Declarations on HIV/AIDS. The new Declaration will take into consideration the 
Sustainable Development Goals, the targets adopted in 2015, and the 2016-2021 
UNAIDS Strategy and Fast Track Initiative. The combined effect of achieving these targets 
will mean the end of the HIV epidemic as a public health threat by 2030.  
Much achieved, much more to be done 
Much has been achieved in the past 40 years: in 2015 more than 15 million people were 
on antiretroviral therapy; globally between 2000 and 2014, the number of children 
acquiring HIV fell by 58 % to 220,000 per year. However, much more remains to be done: 
37 million people are living with HIV and 22 million people living with HIV are still not 
accessing treatment. Children are disproportionally left behind. Half of all people living 
with HIV are unaware of their status. In addition, people living with or vulnerable to HIV 
continue to face stigma, discrimination and violations of their human rights, which hinder 
prevention and treatment efforts and deny them access to comprehensive care and 
support. 
The current situation of the HIV/AIDS epidemic demands an urgent global response, and 
faith leaders and communities are critical elements of that response. We have only a very 
short window of opportunity to achieve the goal of ending the AIDS epidemic by 2030.  If 
we fail to act now, the potential that the disease will come back stronger than ever is high, 
new infections will start to rise again, and the AIDS response will lose its unique power to 
transform global health and save millions of lives. 
This High Level Meeting is our opportunity to influence the process of achieving the 
commitment of ending the AIDS epidemic by 2030. We must not miss it if we want to 
ensure that the Fast Track targets are met by 2030, with 95% of people living with HIV 
knowing their status; 95% of people who know their status are receiving treatment, and 
that 95% of people on HIV treatment have a suppressed viral load so their immune 
system remains strong and the likelihood of their infection being passed on is reduced. 
Likewise, if we want zero new HIV infections in babies, zero deaths among children and 
adults; and zero discrimination, the nations of the world must declare and be accountable 
to their commitments to realizing these goals. 
 



 

 

 
Talking Points 

 
Main Message: End the HIV epidemic, leave no one behind! 

 

To accomplish this, the new Political Declaration must commit to: 
1. Addressing the root causes of vulnerability to HIV 
In particular, the declaration should commit to: 
a. placing the leadership of people living with and most affected by HIV at the centre of the 
global response 
b. upholding human rights commitments enshrined in the key international human rights 
instruments as an essential pillar of the global response 
c. partnering with faith-based and other civil society organizations to understand and 
address all barriers (legal, economic, social and cultural) that sustain and enforce 
injustices that contribute to the spread of HIV, including stigma, discrimination and gender 
inequality 
 
2. Ensuring No One is Left Behind - Achieving Universal Access to HIV prevention, 
treatment, care and support 
In particular, the declaration should commit to: 
a. achieving the Fast Track initiative targets to reach zero new HIV infections, zero AIDS-
related deaths and zero discrimination and thereby end the AIDS epidemic by 2030 
b. investing in research to develop new prevention and diagnostic technologies, including 
for children 
c. sustaining and expanding access to treatment in low- and middle-income countries for 
all who need it, including by supporting initiatives such as the Medicines Patent Pool and 
by ensuring that trade agreements or other legislation do not threaten the legal supply of 
generic medicines 
d. integrating HIV responses with other health and development responses, such as those 
encompassed by the SDGs and those addressing tuberculosis and malaria; maternal, 
neonatal and child health; and sexual and reproductive health 
e. ensuring comprehensive care and support – that encompasses physical, psychosocial, 
spiritual, socio-economic, nutritional and legal dimensions – for all adults and children 
living with and affected by HIV 
f. strengthening and funding community-based responses, including those of faith 
communities, who are central to ensuring no one is left behind  
 
3. Stigma and discrimination need to be eliminated 
In particular, the declaration should commit to: 
a. eliminating HIV-related stigma and discrimination, especially aimed at members of key 

populations, among service providers in health-care, workplace and educational 
settings 

b. promoting the elimination of punitive laws, policies and practices, including overly 
broad criminalization of HIV transmission, travel restrictions, mandatory testing and 



 

 

those that block key populations’ access to services 
 

4. Ensuring accountability and sufficient resources for the HIV response 
In particular, the Political Declaration should commit to: 
a. a clear accountability mechanism for delivering commitments made in the Declaration 

that 
- builds on the previous UNGASS monitoring system  
-  is harmonized with other accountability systems (such as the SDGs, Agenda 2030 

and the UNAIDS 2016-2021 Strategy) at national and international levels 
b. funding the HIV response in a way that is predictable and sustainable and in line with 

UNAIDS’ estimates for achieving the Fast Track targets, that will require increases in 
domestic public sources as well as international assistance, including by implementing 
innovative financing mechanisms 

 


