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Call to prayer

Opening prayer (Korean for Leader; English, French, German, Korean or Spanish for Congregation)
L:
C:

Jesus Christ is the light of the world.
May the light of our Lord shine on us.

L:
C:

Behold, now is the day of salvation.
O God of our salvation, forgive our sins
and deliver us from the way of the wicked,

L:
C:

that your justice may shine like the sun
and the poor may be lifted up.

L:
C:

Teach us to do your will,
for you are our God.

(please rise as you are able)
Hymn: 사랑으로 천지만물
천지만물 (God who created all; Korean for verse 1, English for verse 2)

WCC 10th Assembly - Protestant Church Women United

(please be seated)

PRAY 08

Page 2 of 9

WCC 10th Assembly - Protestant Church Women United

Scripture reading - Amos 5: 14-15; 21–24
Seek good, and not evil, that you may live,
and so the Lord, the God of hosts will be with you,
just as you have said.
I hate, I despise your festivals,
and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies.
Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings,
I will not accept them;
and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals
I will not look upon.
Take away from me the noise of your songs;
I will not listen to the melody of your harps.
But let justice roll down like waters,
and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.
(please rise as you are able)
Psalmody:
Psalm 10: 12-18 (Korean for Cantor, English for Congregation)

PRAY 08

Page 3 of 9

WCC 10th Assembly - Protestant Church Women United

(Solo)
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(please be seated)
Sermon (see page 9)
Prayer dance: “Lord, make me an instrument of your peace”
Prayers of the people
L 1: We are entrusted with a mission to work for love, justice, and peace. Let us pray for the churches,
the nations, the people, and all the other creatures God has made, especially in Asia.
God of life, deliver us from rumors of war and the dangers of nuclear energy and weapons. Release
the political conflicts and tensions in the Korean Peninsula and Northeast Asia, and fill the nations
with the truth and peace of Jesus Christ.
God of peace, put an end to religious violence and territorial disputes in Asia.
C:

God of life, hear our prayer.

L 2: O God of Asia! Hear the cries of the needy and poor in Asia. Grant that they may receive daily
bread and adequate jobs. God of creation, deliver us from the destruction of the ecological system
due to air pollution and water pollution. Merciful God, alleviate all diseases because of the pollution
and the consequential problems. Remember the sufferings of environment refugees who abandon
their residences.
C:

God of Asia, hear our prayer.

L 3: God of justice, do not let those who fight for righteousness, who are oppressed and held captive by
the powerful be discouraged. Grant that in the Asian countries and the world, the human rights of
all may become safeguarded. Egalitarian God, give all people equal opportunities for education, the
right to speak, medical treatment, career choices, and freedom of residence and movement.
Safeguard the religious minorities, and help us live together in this multi-cultural and multi-ethnic
world.
C:

God of justice, hear our prayer.

L 4: God of reconciliation, guide all the traditions of the church to recover our unity in Jesus Christ.
Give your power and might to the churches, that they may be used as instruments to change
conflict and division into reconciliation and love. Encourage your churches to seek peace, eliminate
violence, and to speak up with prophetic voices toward the powers and authorities of suppression
and exploitation.
C:

God of reconciliation, hear our prayer.

L 5: God of covenant, you created women as your image. Protect them from poverty and discrimination,
and give them equal opportunities for education and job, and equal pay for the same labor.
Eliminate all sexual violence and the human trafficking of women. Do not forget the sufferings of
comfort women in Asia, and heal and strengthen them. Grant that Asian women may equally
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participate in the decision-making bodies of their churches and societies, so that your divine will
may be accomplished through them.
C:

God of covenant, hear our prayer,

L 6: God of love, bless all the Asian children like me, so that we may grow up to become workers for
Jesus’ love and peace. I heard that there are many children who have to work for their family and
livelihood. Guard my friends, feed their hunger, and give them what they need. God of grace, set
free those children who are victims of child abuse, and guard them by your love. May we, the
children in Asia and in the world, become friends and play together without any worry about
making money or fear of violence from family and school.
C:

God of love, hear our prayer.

L 1: Ever-living God, renew us and all of your creatures every day by the grace of Jesus Christ. May our
prayers become practices of justice, peace, and love.
In the name of Jesus Christ we pray.
C:

Amen.

(please rise as you are able)
Hymn:

Jesus loves me (sung first in Korean, then in the language of your preference)
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Blessing
Sending for peace
(As you leave the room, you may beat time to the song “Hallelujah” with your foot and/or play the instruments that you
brought.)
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Vision of Amos (Amos 5: 14-15, 21-24) - Rev. Kim, Soon Young, South Korea
Today, Amos sees a world deprived of good but crippled with evil. He also sees the religious leaders
condoning to evil structures while ignoring justice and righteousness. This is why God not only turned
away but despised their festivals and offerings. Nevertheless, Amos still sees the vision of God as “But
let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like and ever flowing stream” (Am. 5:24, NRSV).
The vision of Amos allows us to read Luke 10 with a fresh eye. In this parable of the Good Samaritan,
Jesus talks about the priest and the Levite who ignored the robbed and injured man. Would God
happily receive the offerings of this priest and the Levite? According to Amos, God would have
rejected their offerings. How about now, when we gather together as World Council of Churches, to
celebrate and praise God, would God gladly receive our worship, gifts and offerings? When there are
abused neighbors around us and we are quiet about the evils of the world, are we not participating with
the robbers who maintain structural injustice?
Who are the robbers of our times? The ‘profit priority policy’ and the continuing neo-liberal
globalization of many Multi-National Companies (MNCs) are one of them. There are also the OECD
countries who discuss and decide world economic matters without thinking about their impact on the
local communities. Here the justice of the struggling local community is denied as more people are
driven to poverty. Indeed ideologies and structures such as discrimination based on race, gender and
class only serve the interest of a few. These thoughts and customs make the world an evil place
robbing the dignity and innocence of people made in the image of God.
Around the world there are those who use their privilege and power to promote violence, distortion
and greed by arming themselves with false ideologies. These can be found in patriarchy, classism,
clericalism, homophobia, economic and cultural monopoly, dictatorship, Islamic phobia, distortion of
history, weapon industry, honour killings and female circumcision, unfair working conditions,
unethical development and investments, war and terror forcing people to leave their homes and our
treatment of the eco-system contributing to global warming. Thus, when we choose to be silent and
close our eyes to the abused neighbours around us we become part of the damaging system.
Amos is faced with a gruesome world yet God allows him to see another world where “justice rolls
down like waters, and righteousness like and ever flowing stream” (Am. 5:24, NRSV). This is the only
way to save the unjust world, ‘the ever flowing stream’ of life that heals the wounded and cleanses the
evil. This is similar to what Ezekiel saw; the living water from below the threshold of the temple
flowing down into the Arabah and the leaves of the trees on the banks becoming the herbs for healing
(Ezek. 47). It is also the same vision of John the apostle who saw the tree leaves on the river of life
used for the healing of the nations (Rev 22).
For Amos proclaiming ‘justice and righteousness’ is the same as ‘herbs of healing’ envisioned by
Ezekiel and ‘the leaves that healed the nations’ in the vision of John the apostle. Amos clearly sees that
the only way to stand in front of God is through healing the world with justice and righteousness. The
everlasting flow of justice and righteousness cleaning all evils of the world and restoring all of creation
is the vision of Amos.
Nevertheless, if we choose to be silent on certain issues based on our individual, communal and
national interest we will never see justice and righteousness flow like water. Therefore let us make
waterways wherever we are by engaging the vision of Amos so that the life giving waters of justice
and righteousness keep on flowing to restore goodness and justice in the wounded world.

