
 

 

Seminar on Complementary Roles of Councils and Forums 
 
Date: September 11, 2013 
Time: 15.00 – 17.00 hrs 
Venue: Ecumenical Centre in Geneva 
 
Background 
 
In its assembly in Harare, 1998, the World Council of Churches launched the concept of a forum of 
Christian churches and ecumenical organizations as one way that those involved in the ecumenical 
movement, whether structurally related to the WCC or not, could come together for purposes of 
dialogue and cooperation. The proposed forum was intended to help build more significant, more 
inclusive relationships, giving primary attention to issues of Christian unity and common witness.  As 
a follow up, the Global Christian Forum (GCF), formed in the late 1990s, has developed ways in 
which such a wider space may become effective. 
 
The WCC and the GCF understand their roles in the search for Christian unity and the imperative of 
common witness as complementary. Being aware of the need to support one another, the WCC and 
the GCF have drafted a memorandum of understanding in which on the basis of distinctive roles 
their mutual complementarity is affirmed. 
 
As the Global Christian Forum is intentionally and actively present at the global, regional and 
national levels, it is significant to understand how councils of churches and forums at each of these 
levels can relate to one another and can work together in strengthening the cooperation between 
churches and ecumenical organizations. 
 
In the light of these developments, further reflection is needed about the complementary roles 
between councils and forums at the different levels, globally, regionally and nationally. 
 
Agenda 

 
15.00 Opening prayer and welcome, Rev Dr Walter Altmann, Moderator of the WCC 

Central Committee, and Rev Canon Dr Sarah Rowland Jones, GCF Committee 
member 

 
15.15  “Conciliar ecumenism and the role of councils in rapidly changing ecclesial  
  landscapes”, a reflection by Rev Dr Olav Fykse Tveit, General Secretary of the  WCC  
 
15.40  “Forums as an open space for new developments in world Christianity”,   
 reflections by Rev Dr Richard Howell and Rev Wesley Granberg-Michaelson, 
 members of the GCF Committee 
 
16.05  Discussion among participants and presenters about the complementary  
  roles between councils and forums 
 
16.45  Closing remarks and closing prayer 
 
17.00  Time for informal sharing 


