
 

 

 
 

Discussion about the impact of Cyclone Idai on Malawi, Mozambique and Zimbabwe  

12:30-14:00 in Archives Room, Ecumenical Centre, 1 Route des Morillons, 1218, Grand 

Saconnex, Switzerland, Friday April 5, 2019 
 

Introduction  
The WCC is a fellowship of 350 member churches who together represent more than half a billion 
Christians around the world.  WCC member churches can be found in all regions of the world and 
include most of the world's Orthodox churches (Eastern and Oriental), as well as African Instituted, 
Anglican, Assyrian, Baptist, Evangelical, Lutheran, Mennonite, Methodist, Moravian, Old-Catholic, 
Pentecostal, Reformed, United/Uniting and Free/Independent churches, Disciples of Christ and 
Friends (Quakers). Together the WCC member churches engages in a quest for common witness to 
the good news of Christ, service to all the world’s people, inter-religious dialogue and cooperation, 
theological formation, and spiritual renewal. When a WCC member church request to be 
accompanied by the others when they are experiencing difficulties, others respond. The 
accompaniment is not limited only to the members, but is extended to all people. What brings us 
together today is a call from a member churches that has been affected by Cyclone Idai in Malawi. 
We are aware that this cyclone has also hit Mozambique and Zimbabwe. Hence the invitation to all 
the affected countries. The WCC works together with other ecumenical partners. That is why today 
we have also invited faith based organisations whose mandate includes responding to disasters.  
Hence the presence of ACT Alliance, Lutheran World Federation, World Vision International and 
those not acknowledged by name.  Invitations have also been extended to the UN OCHA.  

Objectives 
This gathering has been organised in the spirit of Sustainable Development Goal 17: Revitalize the 
global partnership for sustainable development; as well as SDG11.5: reduction of the number of 
deaths and the number of people affected by disasters, including water-related disasters, with a 
focus on protecting the poor and people in vulnerable situations. The main objective is to strengthen 
relationships in responding to Cyclone Idai on Malawi, Mozambique and Zimbabwe. This will 
involve:  

➢ sharing information about how the affected countries and the global faith communities are 
responding to the disaster. 

➢ discussing how the affected countries are strengthening their plans so as to avoid huge loss 
of life and property in the future. 
 

Agenda 
1. Welcome and introduction of the participants, Prof. Dr Isabel Apawo Phiri, Deputy General 

Secretary, Public Witness and Diakonia     (5 minutes) 

2. Situation reports  

o Ambassador Amadeu Paulo Samuel da Conceição, Permanent Mission/Embassy of 

the Republic of Mozambique      (10 minutes) 

o Mr Loudon Mattiya, Deputy Permanent Representative, Malawi Mission   

(10 minutes) 

 



 

 

o Representative of Zimbabwe Mission (Not confirmed yet)  (10 minutes) 

3. Faith based responses 

o ACT Alliance response, Alwynn Javier, Head of Humanitarian Affairs  (5 minutes)                 

o  Lutheran World Federation response, Roland Schlott, Humanitarian Coordinator in 

LWF- World Service.            (5 minutes) 

o World Vision International response, Constanza Martinez, Senior Advisor - UN 

Representative              (5 minutes) 

 
o Open discussion and questions          (25 minutes) 

 

4. Closing summary             (5 minutes) 


