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When I was called to teach and then to direct Bossey,  
I received it as a divine call to ministry. Since 1998, I have 
served the formation of younger generations in Bossey 
as I would have served Eucharist at the altar. As my 
formation came out of a kind of “shock therapy,” I tried to 
help and accompany the many other students today who 
are having the same challenging experience when they 
first arrive here. And though the challenges and hardships 
are many every day, the satisfaction of seeing how lives 
are being transformed is rewarding and encouraging.   

Bossey has remained in the memories of many people 
who have visited or studied here. This collection of essays 
is a testimony to the life altering experiences which 
have been taking place here since 1946. It continues to 
be a unique place and an important WCC programme 
that shapes the identity of the many students today that 
continue making a difference when they return home.  
I sincerely hope that you enjoy reading these essays and 
will contribute your own story to this on-going and 
timeless narrative.  

Father Prof. Dr. Ioan Sauca 
Director, Ecumenical Institute at Bossey
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I arrived at the Ecumenical Institute of 
Bossey in the first week of September 
2000 for a three-month graduate 
programme from a background as a 
Ghanaian Methodist Minister, with 
entrenched exclusive Christian stance. 
However, the Bossey multi-cultural and religious environment was to alter this 
position in my subsequent academic and professional journey.

One of the experiences at Bossey that transformed my perspective is related to 
my understanding of the Christian mission in the world as defined by the Ecumenical 
Movement. At Bossey, I came to understand the word “oikoumene” as meaning the 
unity and renewal of the church as well as its relationship to God’s reconciling and 
renewing mission throughout the world. This included the Christian Churches’ 
relationship with people of other faiths.

In my Ghanaian family set-up, members of the same household belonged to 
diverse faith groups—Christianity, Islam and African Traditional Religion(s). Yet, 
they participated and supported each other in such events as child naming, baptism, 
marriage/weddings of family members, funerals as well as festivals, irrespective of 
their religious differences. These indigenous family ties build bridges across religious 
differences. 

The Bossey experience prompted me to re-examine the relevance of this 
indigenous heritage in my academic pursuit for Masters in Ecumenism (Bossey/
University of Geneva) and PhD in Theology (Hartford Seminary, US/University of 
Exeter, UK), respectively.

I now teach in Comparative Religion and Christian Ethics at the Methodist 
University College Ghana. My academic and religious journey at Bossey has been a 
transforming factor in this process: It has made me open up and reach out to people 
and leaders of other faiths, while still holding on to my Christian beliefs and core 
values. Together with others, we explore and promote those values that build bridges 
across diverse cultures and religions for the enhancement of justice and peaceful co-
existence in communities. 

The Very Rev. Dr. Francis Acquah, 2002
Accra, Ghana
Methodist
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I hail from Mangalore, India. During 
the years of 1980 and 90s I was the Secretary of the 
Mangalore Christian Council. I am an ardent ecumenist 
and was appreciative of the National Council and 
the World Council of Churches. I had applied for the 
Programme and when I got a mail from the National 
Council informing me about my selection to go to Bossey I was thrilled! Due to 
unavoidable circumstances I arrived in Geneva way after classes have started. However, 
the very first impression of Bossey was a pleasant one. Meeting students from all over 
the world belonging to different denominations, interacting with them was educative 
and I loved to chat with new friends in the night at the lounge in Bossey. Classes 
at Bossey and discussions we had were educative and informative. It broadened 
my horizon. Living together, worshipping and dining were pleasant experience. I 
attended French class in the afternoon and picked up some French! Apart from serious 
theological studies making a Snow Angel during Christmas was really something! 

We were in the wine country and we were taken to a village vineyard to learn 
more about winery. I was really surprised when we were taken to a small chapel, which 
was in the middle of a vineyard, and in the basement of the chapel was a wine cellar! 
What a learning experience!

I should mention here one painful experience I had at Bossey. I said earlier 
that I am an ardent ecumenist. We come to Bossey with our denominational baggage. 
But when in Bossey, we should forget our denomination and focus on Christ. I was 
really shocked when students from the Orthodox churches had a separate Holy 
Communion! We all have our denominational understanding about the Lord’s Supper 
but at the Table of the Lord we should come as humble servants of the Servant Lord. 

The Bossey experience is worth having. At Bossey ecumenists around the globe 
meet and are groomed. We take rich experience from Bossey not only to cherish in our 
thoughts but also to implement the spirit of ecumenism wherever we serve the Lord.

Dr. Sudhama Ananda, 1991
Elmer, New Jersey, USA
United Methodist 
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Bossey is a ‘home away from home’ 
and indeed a home. My journey to Bossey, a 
“laboratory” is a life time experience and this is helping 
me in all my endeavours.

Before my admission to Bossey, I used to be a 
“closed” person with a “particularistic trust” only in my 
confession. But, during my studies, it was as if I was suffering from “optalommeiasis” 
and the studies cured it (removed the scale). Surely, studying in Bossey is like going to 
a “theatre” where deadly diseases are removed, I was religiously re-educated in Bossey. 
The lectures delivering methods were perfect, the lecturers were always there for us, 
the community life was appealing; let me say Bossey setting is unique.

Now, I am “open”, readily prepared for church, national and international 
assignments.

Presently, I am the Secretary of The African Church, Nigeria Ecumenical and 
Interfaith Department. How will this be possible if not a “paradigm shift” that was 
discovered about my disposition to issues after my studies in Bossey. This department 
relates with other denominations, religions and attends to any other issues refers to her 
by the National body of the church.

Also, I am a member of The Anglican Church, Nigeria and The African 
Church, Nigeria Ecumenical Commission. These two churches used to be one before 
but in 1901, there was a separation, this led to the formation of The African Church, 
which led to hostile relationship between the two churches but with this Ecumenical 
Commission, the relationship is now smooth, the two churches are having Eucharist 
fellowship with each other and some other collaborations are going on.

In addition, I am presently working with the number one man in the church, 
the Primate. This might not have been possible if not for my “laboratory” experience 
in Bossey. Indeed, my pastoral work has taken a new shape; my disposition to issues 
of life, religions, ecumenical, intercultural issues, church and indeed everything about 
me has changed positively. All these were made possible only because of my studies in 
Bossey. Thank you Bossey.

Rev. Adeniyi Adekunle, 2011
Lagos, Nigeria
The African Church
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My WCC-Bossey year before the 5th 
Assembly of WCC shaped my life, 
theology, and entire career. I just retired 
July 2013 from USA ecumenical organization, Church 
World Service, doing fund-raising for world and local 
USA hunger, raising about $42 million in resources in 
my 37 years, and opening the first ever Upstate NY regional office. Bossey honed my 
skills on global economics, class issues, race issues, and made me more able to educate 
others, and critique my own nation as the richest nation in the history of the world. 
I had ample opportunities for media work, and used them well. Bossey taught me 
about all three parts of the Christian community—Orthodox, Catholic, Protestant, 
and these are just expressions of Jesus Christ, but Jesus Christ is the “center” always. 
Bossey taught me about the use of USA “power” in the world, and how others from 
other countries and traditions wrestle with their faith in Christ like myself to ‘make a 
difference.’ Bossey taught me about ‘ideology’ and I saw how each person was shaped 
by their own time, place in life, education, and nation. Bossey 1974-1975 still shapes 
my entire world view, politics, theology, economic views, and is a primary “filter” in 
my quest to be a faithful disciple to Jesus Christ. Thanks to a WCC scholarship, I have 
been blessed for a lifetime of service to others. Thanks be to WCC and Bossey to shape 
the next generation of leaders.

Mr. Douglas J. Anderson, 1975
Syracuse, New York, USA
Church World Service
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When I came to Bossey in September 
1967 I was, as a Dutch friend there 
said, “a typical Englishman.” I was training 
for the Church of England ministry, I spoke only English, 
I rode there on my English Triumph motorcycle. I 
expected to feel closest to Americans, since they also 
spoke English. But I was allocated to the West European Continental Group—and 
when the Group met to choose its representative on the Students’ Council, it elected me!

I expected conflict amongst the students, and in view of our different 
confessions I expected it to be over theology. But it wasn’t. We were from all over the 
world, the world in microcosm, and we behaved in the student body as our countries 
acted on the world stage. The Americans saw themselves as our leaders, and we West 
Europeans contested that fiercely. The East Europeans stood apart, as if they had 
brought their own Iron Curtain. The Third World people looked on, bemused—and 
were noticeably poorer than us. Most of the time things were OK. But our single black 
South African suffered a nervous breakdown—probably from the stress of living in our 
mainly white community.

By February 1968, when my motorcycle and I began our journey home, 
my world—and I—had changed. The Englishman who went to Bossey returned a 
European, and much of my ministry ever since has involved work with colleagues 
elsewhere in Europe. I went with only half-forgotten schoolboy French, but found 
fluency within reach—and now I speak German too. Above all I discovered the real 
meaning of ‘ecumenical.’ Before Bossey I saw it simply as joint services with other local 
churches: meritorious, but unexciting. Bossey gave me a much larger, brighter vision: 
of the whole Church in service to the whole world.

Dr. Keith Archer, 1968
Manchester, England
Church of England
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I celebrated my 25th birthday shortly 
after we arrived at Bossey. That morning, as 
I was about to leave and go to breakfast at the Orangerie, 
I heard a knock at my door. To my surprise I opened it 
and found Alan, a young Pentecostal man from India, 
standing there with what appeared to be the entire 
household behind him. How they were able to navigate the ancient wooden floor and 
avoid all the creaks in order to gather soundlessly on the other side of my door will 
forever remain a mystery. 

“Happy Birthday!!” they exclaimed! Alan handed me a beautiful blue card with 
a copy of Van Gough’s Irises on the front. Inside I found the sweet words and signatures 
of every student! My heart swelled with overwhelmed gratitude. I felt so loved. 

This was only a foretaste of what was to come. I was gifted with a glorious 
day, as they all were during those warm, cheerful late summer hours in the Geneva 
countryside, but that made this day no less special. Then the evening brought the most 
spectacular purple and fiery pink sunset—a birthday painting from God. 

But, best of all was upon my return to Petit Bossey that evening. Joanne, a 
Lutheran from Canada now living in Geneva, led me into the living room where I 
discovered the beaming faces of each of my newfound brothers and sisters in Christ 
from across the globe all there to celebrate my life—a woman they barely knew. 
Together we joyously ate cake, danced, and sang songs from each other’s cultural 
traditions. I realized just how powerful Christ is and the immediate, deep, genuine 
connection he enables between his diverse people. It was a magnificent vision of the 
kingdom and one of the greatest gifts of my life. 

Ms. Katie Archibald-Woodward, 2011
Decatur, Georgia, USA
Presbyterian

10



Bosskeeteers Unite! The watchword for us as 
students seeking to squeeze a light moment in the midst 
of all else we faced in Geneva. We were 40 students 
comprising the class of 2004. Cultural misunderstanding 
sometimes hindered our ability to hear each other; but 
we learned a lot in those nine months together. 

We thought ethically; contemplated Biblical implications of working together 
as different churches ‘under Christ’; challenged and were challenged by the BEM 
documents; tried to grasp our awesome ecumenical heritage; overcame hermeneutics 
of suspicion about each other’s religious beliefs; and attempted to solve ecumenical 
concerns through missional thought. But most of all, we learned to be a community of 
faith IN Christ by agreeing to disagree or offering a listening/non-judgemental ear. 

Sometimes, our sessions wearied us – trying to speak peace to colleagues who 
faced the harsh realities of religious intolerance in the face of peace-making efforts; 
appreciating the realities of genocide through the recollections of a survivor – needing 
the “silliness” of our chant which eased the tension. A little levity goes a long way! 
We learned compassion in a whole new way, love for the stranger, and how to find 
lightness in tense situations. 

And though we mourn the deaths of classmate, Emmanuel Maikolo, and 
lecturer Faitala Talapusi, we strive to maintain the Bossey legacy in our work 
worldwide. In learning about the ‘other’, culturally, spiritually, socially and politically, 
I have grasped an appreciation for inclusivity and welcome at a table which is not 
mine to own, but ours to share. I have learned that mine is not the only great way to 
celebrate unity in Christ Jesus. For this I am truly grateful, as Bossey still helps me 
minister in a region where inclusivity is paramount to mission. Thank you WCC/
Bossey! Long may your legacy continue.

Rev. Nicole Ashwood, 2004
St. Catherine, Jamaica
United Church in Jamaica & the Cayman Islands/
Reformed
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When I studied at Bossey it is a 
wonderful place that the Institute is 
surrounded with a beautiful nature 
and garden. I never met Orthodox friends before 
here but now I could see, talk with many religious groups 
from the rest of the world. I came to know how friendly 
meeting, discussion and talking deepen my spiritual life in many ways. When I looked 
the faces I could see the openness and friendly faces. The professors and students are 
friendly understood each other in the round table discussion. I couldn’t realize in the 
very moment how the fellowship of us penetrates my spiritual journey with love, and 
peace. That is why I called Bossey is a fantastic place that the WCC has ever had. I feel 
even the birds sing from the big trees with full of love and reconciliation. When we the 
Orthodox, Catholic and Protestant friends came back from the class even Gunta (Cat’s 
name) warmly welcome us. I note Bossey experiences are incredible that I have ever 
been in my life story.

Friends! Come and join us and I promise you the miracles happen in your 
lives. God bless Bossey!!

Rev. Thomas Bawi Kil Lian, 2013
Yangon, Myanmar
Baptist
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Bossey Memories 1959- 1960 include: 
life changing, enduring, enriching 
relationships with students, faculty, 
and WCC leaders including Professors Charles 
West, Douglas Steere and Nick Nissotis who facilitated 
an audience with Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras I 
of Constantinople in Istanbul; Philip Potter, WCC Youth secretary, who enabled my 
participation in the WCC 1960 Berlin Youth Leader’s Assembly where I met DDR 
Methodists who became lifelong colleagues including Ruediger Minor, later Dean and 
Professor at the DDR Methodist Seminary and Methodist Bishop of the Eurasia area 
including the DDR and USSR.

Experiences with students including taking South African Bishop Zulu to 
Chamonix for his first glimpse of snow and in 1963 hosting him at UCLA as well 
as my close friendship skiing with Bossey fellow student/ layman, Dieter Sebald, 
spending Christmas with his family and midnight mass in Munich and the wonderful 
“Blue Angels.”

WCC officials facilitating my 10 week 7,000 mile VW journey with fellow 
Bossey and Boston University School of Theology students, Bob and Susie Shelton, 
visiting WCC agencies and leaders in Austria, Yugoslavia, Greece, Turkey, Syria, 
Lebanon, and Jordan culminating for me in West Berlin as delegate to WCC’s Youth 
Leaders Assembly Summer and studying at the Free University of Berlin and Berlin 
Kirchliche Hochschule studying “Marxism & Christianity” with Professor Helmut 
Gollwitzer which led to my Th.D. Dissertation, “Karl Marx’s Critique of Religion” 
Boston University School of Theology, 1966 and a 30 year career teaching Christian 
Social Ethics at the University of Pacific in Stockton California.

My Bossey experience also inspired me to be active ecumenically throughout 
my career , in my teaching and involvement, including co-founding the ecumenical 
multi faith Stockton Metro Ministry and as current chair of the annual Northern 
California Ecumenical Retired Clergy/Partner Retreat and member of the Santa Cruz 
Progressive Ministers Forum. 

Rev. Robert Blaney, 1960
Santa Cruz, California, USA
Methodist
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My time at Bossey was a life-changing 
adventure. I arrived with my wife Kathy and two 
young children, Anna, then 7, and Sarah, then 4. Because 
we had been warned beforehand that there would be 
no place at Bossey for a young family with children, we 
sought and found a lovely little second floor apartment in 
the nearby village of Crassier, quite literally located on the Swiss-French border, in the 
home of the gracious former mayor, Monsieur Berlie. Nearby neighbours, the family of 
the pastor of the local Reformed church, Pastor Rene Aubert, were especially helpful in 
our settling in.

Three aspects of our year stand out. First, there was the glorious setting of 
Bossey, overlooking Lake Geneva, with Mont Blanc looming in the distance, and the 
splendid, even opulent buildings, including the lovely chapel. I enjoyed hiking local 
trails with my family, and our children learned to ski at St. Cergue!

Second, the faculty and staff I found to be enormously gifted and hospitable. 
I remember with great fondness the lectures and conversations with Greek Orthodox 
Nikos Nissiotis, Swiss Reformed Hans-Rudi Weber, Indian Presbyterian Anwar Barkat, 
and American Methodist Joseph Webber. Our theologian in residence in the spring 
was a beloved hero and mentor of mine, British Anglican John A. T. Robinson. It was a 
marvel to be able to engage him in after-hours conversation.

Finally, there was the splendid cross-section of Bossey’s student body, which 
challenged and strengthened my own Lutheran piety. North Americans, Europeans, 
Asians, Africans, Roman Catholic, Greek Orthodox, Anglican, Lutheran, Reformed, 
Methodist, Free Church—many of these classmates remain dear and treasured friends 
to this day.

I cannot exaggerate the life-changing consequences of my time at Bossey. My 
daughter Anna credits her months in a French-speaking Swiss school as directing her 
path into Linguistics, where she is now a tenured professor and dean at an American 
University. My own piety and practice as a Lutheran pastor and author has been 
immeasurably strengthened and shaped by my months there. Find some of Bossey’s 
influence in my monthly “Worship Workbench” at worship.ca. Thanks again, Bossey, 
for an incredibly enriching experience!

Rev. Paul Bosch, 1969
Waterloo, Ontario, Canada
Lutheran
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I appreciate the opportunity to share 
with you from the Third Graduate 
School of Ecumenical Studies, held at 
the Chateau de Bossey in 1957-1958. 
Thirty-five students from seventeen countries sat before 
the cross in the silo-shaped, stone Chapel and began a 
semester of ecumenical pursuit together.  

Having been baptized Presbyterian, and receiving my Christian nurture from a 
northern Baptist Church, and in High School becoming a member of the Asylum Hill 
Congregational Church and president of the youth fellowship (this being the Church 
where I was subsequently ordained), and having an Episcopalian grandfather, a Jewish 
grandmother, and a great grandfather who was a Catholic priest in Heidelberg, I saw 
no reason why not to focus on ecumenical studies at Bossey!

I learned so very much at the feet of the ecumenical giants (including Karl 
Barth), at our weekly visits to the WCC, our inter-cultural social times, our athletic 
skirmishes (volleyball entranced the entire community!), our meals, our listening to 
each other’s stories, and at celebrative worship and music from many lands.  

My personal theology became simple, practical, ecumenical, a faith for 
the trenches.  All Christians can bow before the five Advent candles - hope, peace, 
joy, love, and the Christ of Christmas born in the manger of the human heart. My 
ecumenism foresees a Church that consists of being Christ centered, Bible based, and 
Spirit filled.

Because of the Bossey experiences, my ministry sought out ecumenical 
expression.  In a varied sort of way, I served in UCC Churches as a minister and 
teacher, as chaplain on a college campus, as vice-president of a community action 
programme during the anti-poverty years, as an active advocate for civil rights in 
a programme called “Mission in Understanding” which took me to Washington, 
Birmingham, and points in-between, and as a chaplain to 825 mentally challenged 
adults and elderly (interfaith).   For the last 30 years, I have taken my chair in the 
rooms of Alcoholics Anonymous.  For a like amount of time, my wife and I have been 
leaders in Parents of Murdered Children organizations.

I am delighted to know that the Ecumenical Movement continues to move the 
ship, captained by a Jesus who is redeeming the world, plying the waves on the oars of 
a joyous pluralism   Alleluia!

Rev. Stuart Brush, 1958
Woodbury, Connecticut, USA
United Church of Christ
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I was in the 1996 Graduate School 
of Bossey, from August to December 
of that year, during which time my 
life was changed forever in terms of 
my outlook on human interaction, 
education and ecumenism. I soon came to 
realize:  that we belong to one global village and our differences are very small; that 
there is more to education than what I had attained and that we should constantly 
be open to new inter-disciplinary thought patterns; and that we as humans have one 
common origin and that our destiny in inextricably linked to one common finality. 
Our task therefore is to make this world better, to be fulfilled, to be at peace with God 
and to aim for that sweet communion between the unseen creator of human kind, 
fellow humans and nature. I carry with me fondest memories of time well spent with 
others in classes, in prayer, in sport, during visits and during meals at Bossey.

Dr. Musonda Bwalya, 1996
Kitwe, Zambia
United Church
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It’s hard to limit myself to just a 
few words to share how the Bossey 
experience impacted my life. The most 
important thing it did, and continues to do for me, is 
open my mind. I was in my late twenties and thirties 
when I had the privilege to be there. First, my husband 
and I were participants in the 1983-1984 Graduate School. I returned twice for the 
summer women’s seminars that were offered at that time. I was old enough to have had 
some life experiences, yet still young enough to be impressionable.

I learned how different people are and yet how alike they are. I had never had 
the opportunity to travel much, even in my own diverse country. The cultural evenings 
and the faith community presentations opened my eyes to those commonalities and 
differences in a way that simply reading about them never could have. People with 
different skin and hair color than me, people from churches with a highly developed 
liturgy, so different from my Methodist background, all pushed me to learn and 
appreciate uniqueness. They loved Christ and the church just as I did, had families, 
hobbies I could relate to and a day-to-day life that was not so different from mine. 
Things that seemed small at the time, like different musical tastes, underlined that each 
culture and church is unique and has a place not only in the Body of Christ, but in the 
world itself.

I think of Bossey and the people I met there, staff and participants, several 
times every day. I said at the time I was there that I would never look at a map of 
the world in the same way again. I haven’t. When I watch the news about events in 
Indonesia, Australia, Kenya, Brazil and so many other places, I actually know someone 
from there. They are real people I have met and they are precious to me.

I thank God every day for my time there.

Rev. Dorcas Linger Conrad, 1984
Weirton, West Virginia, USA
Methodist
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In 1979 I came to Bossey from 
Romania, which was under the 
Communist regime of dictator 
Nicolae Ceausescu. To leave the country to 
go anywhere in the West was an impossible dream. 
Extremely few people could do that, and only in special 
circumstances. For me, being in a doctoral programme in theology in Bucharest and 
having received an ecumenical (western) scholarship from Bossey was that special 
circumstance. I was expected to be in Bossey at the end of 1978 but the authorities in 
Romania delayed everything related to my departure until the following year.

First of all, arriving in Switzerland was like a miracle for me. The impossible 
became possible, it was for real! I could see, visit, live in a “capitalist” country. I spoke 
French and integrated myself rapidly and joyfully in the new system. Bossey was 
(and is) a beautiful place. What was really beautiful were the people who made it so. I 
talked to colleagues, professors and staff. I got involved, I studied diligently taking real 
advantage of the library.

I had a shock one day when Alain Blancy told me (as everybody else): “Do not 
talk to me in plural. Call me Alain.” I could call my professor by the first name!

An unforgettable experience was Taizé. It was such an incredible discovery 
for me. I spent my seminary years in a monastic environment in Romania and I 
was prepared for another monastery. But Taizé was altogether different. It created 
something in me that will stay there for the whole life. I don’t know what that is. It’s a 
Taizé in me.

Then I had the friendship with my American colleague Don Bruce Lowe. We 
still keep in touch until today. This friendship started with me teaching him French and 
him teaching me English. Every once in a few days we would go down the hill to the 
wonderful pub in Céligny where one day I would teach him French and he would pay 
for the beer, and the other day he would teach me English and I would pay for the beer.

All together the time spent in Bossey was a life transforming experience. What 
I really got from there was a new and adequate understanding of Ecumenism, open-
mindedness, tolerance, respect and friendship towards the other who has different 
religious views.

There is so much more to say about Bossey! What is important is that Bossey 
meant a new beginning for me, a take off ramp for a new life at both levels, external, 
social and inner growth.

Rev. Theodor Damian, 1980
New York, New York, USA
Romanian Orthodox Church
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During my time in Bossey thinking 
about the problem of Christian unity 
of churches, I start to ask myself the 
question, How can we be one?  
A Pentecostal from West Africa be one with the different 
confession of faith. In looking back home as a Pastor 
we are not united, so how in the world do we all be one? In my second week thinking 
about it, one morning one of my professors told me that “I know you are here with 
your own view as a Pentecostal’’ I said yes and he said “by the time you leave here your 
view or ideal will change.’’

Professionally I learnt different things from each Professor. But my main focus 
is how could this change be, as we are waiting for this change during the five months, 
I saw myself opened towards other traditions as they too may have something vital we 
could learn from. As the teachings continued my friend asked me if the five Faith and 
Order Conferences, nine W.C.C world Assemblies and six Volumes of Responses to 
Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry haven’t healed the division of the churches, what can 
we accomplish in five months at Bossey? I said to him “we can, because we have been 
reminded more than once that our task as Christ’s disciples is to join in the work of 
unwrapping that gift making it more visible until Christ himself makes it fully visible at 
the end of time.”

Spiritually I believe the knowledge I have received through the teaching at 
Bossey had broaden my perspective of Ecumenism and has enriched me to understand 
a lot that which enables me to achieve so much in life, Ministry and within Christian 
Community today. 

Pastor Melvin Dulfin, 2008
Conakry, Guinea
Holy Fire Church 
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This was my first experience outside 
my native land and first time when 
my denomination (Methodist) was 
not in a majority (just 4 out of 42 
students)! My family lived on the Céligny town 
square opposite Pastor Mobbs’ Reformed Church. Mme. 
Esseiva introduced us around town—daily living with the town’s folk was a great 
experience in itself. Of course we had many superb lectures, but just sitting at the feet 
of people like Martin Niemüller and Hans-Rüdi Weber was awe inspiring. The cultural 
weekends were both entertaining and so instructive. One weekend a group of us 
went to Basel to see Switzerland and the Netherlands play football. It was an amazing 
cultural experience. Another weekend a Brit, Cuban and I drove to Taizé,—a moving 
experience—but we were very slow getting back into Switzerland when (remember 
this is 1964) they saw an American and Cuban together!

And I have never been the same since Bossey days. My denomination is merely 
a framework for my living with Christ. My nationality is an accident of my birth place. 
Both politically and religiously I cannot identify myself exclusively; even in the midst 
of disagreement, my unity with humanity (politically) and all who call on the name of 
Jesus (religiously) demands my seeing others as sisters and brothers. Oh, I am happy 
to be an American and pleased to be a Methodist, but God help us when we guild 
walls around ourselves with such descriptors. As a result of this world-view, I continue 
always to going across all boundaries for the sake of peace, of justice, and of the 
salvation of humanity. And Bossey played a major role in bringing me to this place.

Rev. David E. Durham, 1966
Honeoye Falls, New York, USA
Methodist
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Although the term “born again” is not 
common in my Confession, I ask the 
permission of my brothers and sisters 
who use it to say that Bossey made me 
“a born again” as regards my attitude 
towards Christians of other Church 
affiliations. 

My interest in ecumenism dates back from my early theological studies. 
But being in the laboratory of ecumenism proved to me that interest alone was not 
a sufficient tool with which to work for building unity among Christians. After the 
Bossey experience the vision and mission of the ecumenical movement became clearer 
to me. The joyful sharing of life and experiences with people from different corners of 
the world with diverse cultural backgrounds and religious confessions made me affirm 
that unity in diversity is possible. 

Apart from the prayer meetings and liturgies which made me taste our being 
brothers and sisters in the Lord Jesus Christ, the “cultural nights” constituted another 
rich experience. Sharing our different cultural values and experiences through food, 
dancing and art made me feel that we are members of each other’s society, a thing 
that I consider crucial in building good relationships between Christians of different 
confessions. Of special mention here is the Pacific Cultural Night. The dance in which 
our beloved Professor, the late Faitala Talapusi (may he rest in peace), participated 
communicated the value and dignity of a woman in Samoan society, as I was told 
by my colleague from the region who was one of the dancers. According to me, the 
successes of the ecumenical movement as well as efforts to establish peace and justice 
in this world have to consider seriously the role, value and dignity of a woman in 
society. May God bless us all as we struggle to build His kingdom of love, justice and 
peace. Amen

Father Ivus Tindyebwa Francis, 2004
Ngara, Tanzania
Roman Catholic
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I boarded the plane to Switzerland 
on 6th September 2011, full of 
expectations. I looked forward to lectures on what 
ecumenism is all about; then tests and grading. To my 
amazement, Bossey was a family where students and 
staff stayed together, cooked and ate together, played 
together and worshipped together—eventually learning from each other. On arrival 
at Bossey, we all experienced culture shock. I remember having a difficulty conversing 
with an Indian colleague who kept swinging his head sideways which to me meant 
disagreement but for him it means agreement. With time, we started to appreciate 
our differentness—that what I consider rude may not necessarily be rude in another 
culture and that the way I practice my faith maybe different but not necessarily 
superior to others’. During the orientation week, I expected to be told the do’s and 
don’ts of a student, how to address our professors, Swiss eating mannerisms and so 
on. To my surprise, instead of being given the rules, we were given freedom. Freedom 
to keep our unique identities as we respect other people’s identity Bossey provided 
practical learning experience. Diversity in the classroom, cultural evenings, Christmas 
around the world, Swiss parish visits and the visit to Vatican provided unique 
opportunities to sample the world cultures and religious experiences. This provided 
a laboratory where our identities were strengthened and our biases questioned. Is I 
left Bossey, I was transformed. I was more proud of my identity, more tolerant with 
others, more open to work and interact with people of other races, cultures, religious 
traditions and faiths. I was more convinced that if I appreciated who I am, I am more 
likely appreciate and learn from others and eventually we can together serve humanity 
as God desires. This has greatly improved my ministry.

Rev. John Gaturo Gatu, 2012
Loresho, Kenya
Presbyterian 
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Studying at Bossey was for me an 
enormous honour and delight. From 
Day One of the 1997 Graduate School I was struck by 
the diversity of our Christian witness – doctrinally, 
ecclesiologically and liturgically—our varied mother 
tongues, our cultural richness and difference and our 
tremendously wide-ranging political and religious situations back home. The life-
giving memories of this astoundingly invigorating experience of living as a global 
church in microcosm remain: here the joyful exhilaration of transcending boundaries 
to encounter a new sister or brother in Christ stands alongside the demanding – 
but hugely rewarding – process of listening, empathising, disagreeing, reconciling, 
transforming and reconstructing. 

Living in a vibrantly international ecumenical community has brought me 
greater awareness of the (sometimes unrecognised or uncelebrated) connections 
between Gospel and culture and the importance of understanding and engaging with 
our contexts before venturing in mission. As a privileged western European, Bossey 
also opened my eyes to the world’s pain in a vivid way so that when I listen to the 
international news about atrocities, upheavals, environmental changes and human 
suffering across the world I can relate the headlines to the lives of individuals whom 
I regard as friends. So no longer are the developments in Syria, Egypt or Uganda, in 
Burma, Pakistan or Bangladesh, in Brazil, Greece or Ukraine merely news stories but 
the food for more focused prayer and action, knowing that behind the accounts stand 
the afflicted, wounded yet hope-seeking communities to which my fellow Bossey 
Graduate School students belong. For having had the privilege to be part of such a 
diverse, loving, challenging, aspirational, stimulating and Spirit-filled community I 
remain deeply thankful.

Rev. Ainsley Griffiths, 1997
Carmarthen,Wales, United Kingdom
The Church in Wales
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Bossey est un lieu de formation à haut 
niveau académique. Il est intégré à l’Université 
de Genève. Il est aussi relié au Conseil œcuménique, mais 
sa base est plus large que celui-ci, car l’Eglise catholique 
en fait pleinement partie. Durant mon temps d’études, 
j’ai pu bénéficier de l’apport constant des personnes 
travaillant au COE et j’ai gardé de bonnes relations avec celles-ci.

Mais Bossey est aussi et surtout un lieu de vie œcuménique. . un lieu de vie 
œcuménique, en palpables forme, une grande richesseésiales et des cinq continents y 
vivent. Des personnes venant de toutes les familles ecclésiales et des cinq continents 
y vivent. Cette diversité culturelle, théologique, ecclésiale est une grande richesse. 
Mais elle peut être également une source d’affrontements. Vivre à Bossey, ce n’est pas 
seulement étudier, mais aussi participer à toutes sortes d’activité culturelles, découvrir 
l’Eglise de l’autre, son culte et sa théologie, s’impliquer aussi dans la vie de la maison. 
Peu à peu une famille se forme. Des changements d’attitude entre étudiants deviennent 
palpables. Ceux-ci deviennent ambassadeurs d’unité. Il n’existe pas d’œcuménisme 
sans souffrance, mais grâce à l’Esprit de Dieu qui y travaille, Bossey est une sorte de 
paradigme, de laboratoire de l’Eglise de demain. Personnellement, j’y ai reçu une 
motivation supplémentaire pour mon engagement dans l’œcuménisme.

Pour élargir notre vision œcuménique, en plus des fréquentes visites au COE, un 
voyage à Rome m’a permis de découvrir l’engagement irrévocable de l’Eglise catholique 
en faveur de l’unité chrétienne. Cela a été aussi un moment de mon temps à Bossey. 

Rev. Martin Hoegger, 2003
Lausanne, Switzerland
Reformed
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My wife, Judy, and I were privileged to 
attend a semester at Bossey in 1972-
1973. She was more interested in our travels through 
Europe that preceded our stay at Bossey, and wondered 
if she should return home without remaining for the 
Bossey programme. But she soon made good friends 
among students and staff, and also enjoyed communicating in German and French. 
When it came time to depart at the end of the semester, we both realized that this 
had been one of the best experiences of our lives. We are still in touch with some of 
our Bossey contacts, including Eva Maria Schneck of Frankfurt who served as Bossey 
Hostess and Marina Nissiotis of Athens, the widow of Bossey Director Nikos Nissiotis. 

My own more recent adventure at Bossey was attending the Master of 
Ecumenical Studies programme in 2000-2001. At the age of 70, I was hesitant to 
apply, but was encouraged to do so by Dr. Heidi Hadsell, the Director. Once again, the 
multi-cultural contacts with students and staff, the spiritually enriching worship each 
day, and the stimulating lectures and personal study were all immensely rewarding. 
Because of my lifelong commitment to the quest for Christian unity, I found the 100-
page research paper that we were required to write to be a first-rate experience in 
ecumenical formation. It was also a collegial process, sharing questions and discoveries 
with classmates—even debating with one another—and gaining wise counsel and 
guidance from the faculty, especially our adviser. 

Even though my theologically conservative denomination, The Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod, is not a member of the World Council of Churches, the 
Bossey experience provided much persuasive evidence for the significant contribution 
that the Council is making in bringing our separate churches out of isolation into 
conversation, cooperation and even communion. This is a testimony of one who was 
delighted to be given the title “the Village Elder” at Bossey. But I would like to pass the 
ecumenical torch to a younger generation.

My most recent Bossey experience was a reunion of alumni/ae held in 
September 2012 at Cal Tech in Pasadena, California. This was part of a celebration 
of the 100th anniversary of the Southern California Ecumenical Council. Dr. Ioan 
Sauca, Director of Bossey, and Dr. Michael Kinnamon, former general secretary of the 
National Council of Churches in the USA, were the featured speakers.

Rev. John George Huber, 1973 and 2001
La Jolla, California, USA
Lutheran
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Throughout the fall and winter I was 
so enchanted by the beauty of the 
Savoy Alps, Jura Mountains, and Lake 
Geneva that I thought I had arrived 
in paradise on earth. In the early weeks of the 
fall term we heard music constantly from the nearby 
farms due to the grazing of the cattle. Each cow had a different size of bell around its 
neck, and all the bells emitted a lovely harmony, until one day in November when the 
farmers took the cows into the barns for the winter, silence descended upon the land.

Our primary study was of Vatican Two, and we heard lectures from council 
Fathers. Karl Rahner expounded the vision of the Church as “the sacrament of the 
salvation of the world,” as a sign that God has embraced the entire world in love. He 
conducted Mass in the chapel and gave me, a Protestant, the consecrated bread.

We also studied atheism, and several lecturers portrayed it as a means of 
freedom and humanization—to which Boris Bobrinskoy, a Russian Orthodox priest, 
replied: “When you live in an official atheist society, you will speak the name of God as 
an act of courage.” Dorthea Soelle explained that modern atheism arose out of injustice 
and the suffering of little children and that “when the children burn, God burns; and 
the pain of God’s burning cannot be contained.”

On the last weekend of January, 1967 we travelled to Basel to meet Karl Barth. 
I stayed in the home of Barth’s pastor, and on Sunday morning I attended worship 
in their church. The choir sang on my behalf an African-American spiritual. We met 
Barth on Monday morning at the Bruderholz Restaurant for a dialogue. Another 
student asked Barth what it meant to be a Christian, and he answered: “As Christians 
we are interested in the Kingdom of God which has nothing to do with the church or 
religion.” Thus, Barth reaffirmed his concept of religion-less Christianity.

Earlier that month Willem Visser’t Hooft had said in a lecture that the Church 
would be united when biblical scholars achieve a consensus. My difficulty was that 
his declaration emphasized academics rather than the people, since Vatican Two had 
defined the Church as the People of God. Barth’s affirmation of the Kingdom of God 
made the unity of the Church eschatological, so that as Christians we are all wayfarers 
walking through this world to the Kingdom at the end.  

Dr. Richard Hughes, 1967
Williamsport, Pennsylvania, USA
Methodist
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Hidden in the quiet area of Bogis-
Bossey, not far from Geneva, 
Switzerland, Christians come each 
year from around the world, from 
various origins and cultures, to be 
embedded as in a “divine milieu,”1 in 
search of an ecumenical communion. It is the conviction of the 
leadership of the World Council of Churches, and of their Institute, that the Spirit of 
God is at work in their midst to bring this about. How possible is their goal and what is 
the evidence? 

The first impacting experience for me, a Roman Catholic Religious Sister, 
was the awareness of the multiplicity of denominations present there. Socially, it 
was a gracious and thoughtful group which started in a rather shy relationship. This 
evolved into a frank acknowledgment of diversity, and of a freer expression of each 
one’s expectations. The programme of studies offered, led us into a second experience, 
that of respect and understanding, of learning and collaboration as a community. 
A third experience was that of dialogue. In a greater or lesser degree, although 
the participants encountered one another’s differences coming from their various 
Confessions, there was a climate of openness which allowed for listening and an 
honest exchange of ideas. Thus, a culture of dialogue and appreciation of each other 
developed from then on. Unity in diversity was seen then as the ideal to live by and to 
bring into each one’s mission.

Being able to share the experience of the Christian life by one church with 
another, the concerted understanding of mission and the exchange of perceptions, was 
evidence for me that the potential for communion has grown. Seeing the sustained 
efforts in Dialogues carried on by the Church with the churches desiring them; 
worshiping together, caring for the poor, maintaining the initiatives for peace and 
reconciliation among denominations, are all evidence of the Spirit of God at work, 
making visible the ecumenical communion of Christians, and making us ever more 
committed to this goal.

Dr. Paulina Hurtado, O.P 2012
Washington, DC, USA
Roman Catholic

1  Term coined by Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, in his book by identical name, Le 
Milieu Divin, London: Collins, 1960, 101.
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For me being at Bossey was something 
that helped me so much. Because the 
studies I did gave me an ecumenical 
insight. Also it helped me to have an awareness about 
the ecumenical movement in the world, its objectives so 
that the world might believe. From this learning, we were 
taught on how Christians should struggle for visible unity and also how they should 
have love and work genuinely with people without compromising their faiths. 

From Bossey, I have been trying to put the teachings into practice in terms 
of holistic mission and good impact are being seen for social transformation and for 
enhancing people’s life.

The following are some ministries I have been involved in inspired by my 
Bossey experience: By the grace of God, holistic missions were carried out in the recent 
years. Vulnerable people, mainly the internal displaced groups, vulnerable children, 
women, abused ladies, widows, orphans and pygmies constituted our major focus.

Social economic projects took place for the above beneficiaries such as medical 
care to abused women, widows who were cared for food provision and other basic 
needs for them and their children; women and young mother victims of all kinds of 
violence and HIV/AIDS were empowered in vocational training and other activities. 
Abandoned and displaced orphans and children out of rape have benefited from 
Samaritan care in various aspects like school sponsorship, nutritional feeding and 
medication. Also about thousand victims and poor women and girls living in different 
rural regions were not left behind: We offered to them our lovely services in different 
projects like the Irish potatoes project, vegetables project, Manioc project, beans and 
other cereals project, sugar cane project, animals keeping projects, micro loans at small 
scale in business and sewing business, etc. 

In other places, some church parishioners, clergymen and other people of other 
denominations and other people of other faiths and non-Christians received our love 
through agro pastoral care in rural places. This macro ecumenical programme was 
mainly made in order to restore peace and reconciliation in areas affected by civil war 
that had lasted for many years in one hand, and also alleviate poverty and provide for 
food in the other hand. This one has a good impact to the beneficiaries. 

Generally speaking, all the above, are contributing a lot to transform life, 
create jobs and promote self-reliance, especially to those who are vulnerable, poor, 
powerless and isolated. And this is bringing about hope and development to them, and 
surprisingly souls are coming amazingly to Christ leading some to decisive baptism 
and confirmation. May the Name of our Mighty God be lifted higher and higher. 

Rev. Desire Mukanirwa Kadorho, 2007
Gisenyi, Rwanda
Anglican
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Bossey as a place that strengthens: 
Bossey institute is a community 
where people from different religious 
and cultural background come for 
ecumenical studies. Some of these people have 
already had the ideologies about certain issues of life that 
made them condemn and discriminate against certain religions and cultures. Through 
some of the teachings and Bible studies in Inter-religion/cultures and interactions in 
Bossey, a different mindset and world view are developed that strengthen the spirit of 
oneness.

Bossey as a place that transforms: I recalled the spiritual experience I had 
through our visits to Taizé and Rome especially Catacomb. How the brothers live as a 
community, their devotion and commitment stirred my spirit. I reaffirmed my faith 
and commitment to serve God and humanity wherever duty calls which I believe my 
fellow students had similar experiences and reaffirmation too. As Paul said in Roman 
12:2 ‘’…. but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind”, Bossey Institute has 
really brought transformation to many both spiritually, academically and socially.  
I count myself privileged to have studied in Bossey Ecumenical Institute.

Bossey as a place that enhances identities: Some of us before going to Bossey 
did not realize the potentials bestowed on us but through involvement in group 
works/discussions, these potentials are enhanced and utilized. Bossey is a place where 
can identify their God given gifts/talents and develop them for the service of God 
and humankind. I encourage everyone to identify with Bossey Ecumenical Institute 
because it has a lot to offer in strengthening the unity, justice and peace globally.

Rev. Eunice Kalu, 2012
Abuja, Nigeria 
Presbyterian
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Our family lived in a small village in 
the eastern province of Sri Lanka. Hindu, 
Muslim, Christian and Buddhist families lived together 
in harmony. All the village children played together, went 
to school together, and were in and out of each other’s 
homes regularly. I attended a Hindu school. As an adult 
I joined the ecumenical Theological College of Lanka, Sri Lanka. These experiences 
helped me to reflect deeply on my ecumenical journey and made me feel that life was 
an ecumenical expedition. 

I wanted to be a robust ecumenicist and more seriously involved in the 
movement. This is why I was glad of the opportunity to share in the unique experience 
of the Ecumenical Institute in Bossey, in 2000. There I gained a deeper knowledge of 
Ecumenism and shared life with Christians of different traditions within a diverse 
international community. This enriched my ecumenical experience and helped me 
learn to relate creatively to Asian, African, and Western cultures by teaching me to 
respect people whose background, ways of thinking, theology and traditions are 
different from mine and essential for them. 

Our field visits gave emotional, spiritual, and intellectual inspiration and 
contributed much to my continuing ministerial formation. Bossey inspired me, and 
turned me into an open and dynamic person. It strengthened my Christian faith, made 
me an ecumenical enthusiast, and increased my interest in religious pluralism and my 
commitment to interfaith dialogue. Knowledge of the mission of the WCC and of the 
Pontifical councils gave me the boost I needed to engage more fully in God’s Kingdom, 
to help bring His peace and reconciliation to my Island country. Bossey made me a 
robust worker for unity among the churches in my country. I now work closely with 
the NCC, Sri Lanka, to encourage and enable unity in ministry and mission among 
our churches. 

Rev. Kandiah Karunasekara, 2002
Colombo, Sri Lanka
Methodist
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My fondest memories from Bossey 
concern the worship. I enjoyed getting up 
early in the morning (unfortunately, my roommate 
didn’t always enjoy me doing so – I apologize!) to climb 
the tower of the chapel and join the Anglican students’ 
Morning Prayer, followed by a read Mass by the Catholic 
priest. I enjoyed the common prayers and services according to different traditions, 
enjoyed singing and praying in a multitude of languages. I enjoyed going with the 
Orthodox students to the Liturgies at Chambesy on Sundays. And I enjoyed the work 
as member of the Worship Committee. Especially the encounter with Orthodoxy 
meant a significant difference to me, personally and professionally. 

Before Bossey, as a student of Theology in a predominant Lutheran country in 
the late 1980s, Orthodoxy seemed far away—it was mainly considered as belonging to 
the past, irrelevant to a modern Western context. But nevertheless I was drawn to it…

And then came Bossey. And I got real, flesh-and-blood Orthodox friends, 
friends that broadened my theological and liturgical horizon. I wrote a paper on the 
Eucharist in East and West. Back home, ecumenical theology remained my favourite 
discipline, especially the comparison of Orthodox and Lutheran theology, and I did 
my master thesis on this subject. The last decade or so I have been very much involved 
in the work of CEC—the Conference of European Churches—which has a substantial 
Orthodox participation; I have just this summer ended serving as a member of the 
Central Committee.

The Lutheran Church is still predominant in Denmark, but new migrant 
Churches are emerging all the time, enlarging and enriching the ecclesiastic landscape. 
So today I also have many Orthodox friends in my own country. And I feel that my 
months in Bossey have prepared me well for this new reality.

Ms. Mette Ladefoged, 1991
Hedehusene, Denmark
Evangelical Lutheran
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Bossey became a very special place. 
Bossey gave me an introduction to global Christian 
thinking. It enlarged my understanding of the Orthodox 
and Catholic Christian communities. 

My wife and two children had just completed 
five years of service with the United Church of Christ in 
Thailand. This was a wonderful way to enter the life and work of the Christian work in 
another part of the world. The students and faculty at Bossey prepared my wife and I 
for several more years of service in Thailand and Singapore. Bossey also helped us to 
be open to new ecumenical possibilities upon our return to Thailand. We continued 
to look at ways that we could cooperate with both Catholic and Protestant work in 
Thailand. In the USA Bossey has continued to challenge me to reach out to different 
cultural groups here in California where I have served my ministry in local churches 
and the judicatory level.

In retirement I am now serving as a volunteer Protestant Chaplain on board 
ships of the Holland America Line. My Bossey experience challenges me to develop 
ways that I can work with the Catholic Priest and Jewish Rabbi on board ship. As 
a result, I have held many joint WW II memorial services as well as joint religious 
services during Advent, Lent and Jewish Holidays. The Bossey experience has and 
continues to shape my ministry and outlook in my everyday ministry.

Rev. Bryce Little, 1966
Pasadena, California, USA
Presbyterian
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After I left Bossey, I went to U.S. for 
my master degree in management 
and I also coordinate the Chinese 
fellowship for the students here at 
school. There are so many Korean students in 
this school and I realize there are many different 
denominations among the Koreans and also the people here all over the world. I 
recognized that as disciples as Jesus Christ, we should worship together and love 
each other in Lord and live in harmony with different denominations. I put my great 
efforts to promote that spirit when leading Chinese fellowship in school and share 
with others. My precious memories in Bossey taught me a lot and have influenced my 
Christian values since then. I am carrying these ecumenical values here by applying 
those values into my personal daily life here and intend to influence more people. I was 
influenced by the morning chapel led by different leaders with different denominations 
all over the world. At first, it was overwhelming, but little by little, I learned to 
appreciate those different worship styles and backgrounds and the time we learned 
different gospel songs from different nations was such an awesome experience to me.

Ms. Xin Liu, 2011
Shanghai, China
Grace Church
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I was brought up in the Ecumenical 
Movement. At my confirmation I 
voted for Church Union in my home 
country of New Zealand. In 1942 a National 
Council of Churches had been established and as a 
student I joined the SCM [Student Christian Movement]. 
So Bossey was a dream and my goal.

I spent 3 years at Cambridge UK training for the ministry and then to Bossey. 
With my newly married wife, Shirley Erena - who has become one of the leading hymn-
text writers in the world - I took off on a Vespa for Geneva via France and other places.

I remember meeting on that first day Bert Helm, USA, with whom I was 
to share a room, and specially Gabriel Setiloane, South Africa. Gabriel’s friendship 
changed my life - so that in the years that have followed, I have played a leading part in 
my country’s struggle against apartheid and racist sport.

 Only a very few of us students came from outside Europe and the USA - Mark 
and Annie from India, David, Maxie and Gabriel from Africa, Daisuke from Japan, 
Graeme and I from the Pacific. We were all “Reformation” Christians - no Catholics, 
no other faiths in 1955!

This was the first year for our newly appointed Director Dr H. H. Wolf. I 
remember very little of our curriculum. I do remember listening to Visser t’Hooft but 
the main event for me was our visit to Basel to meet Karl Barth - he spoke powerfully 
that the Church was Das Ereignis - the event of the Spirit - which has fashioned my 
ministry ever since. And I was asked to give him our vote of thanks!

The Very Rev. John Stewart Murray, 1956
Kapiti Coast, New Zealand-Aotearoa
Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa - New Zealand
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I don’t think it would be an 
exaggeration to say that I wouldn’t 
be serving in my current role as 
the Anglican Church of Canada’s 
ecumenical officer were it not for my 
experience at Bossey.

The academic aspect has, of course, equipped me well. One example is the 
Faith and Order Commission’s recently issued ecclesiology statement, The Church: 
Towards a Common Vision. We carefully studied and discussed an earlier draft of 
that important convergence text in a class at Bossey. A few years later I found myself 
around the table of the Faith and Order Standing Commission, alongside my erstwhile 
professors, helping put the final touches on the official document, and today I’m 
responsible for coordinating our church’s official response to the text.

At least as important, however, was the lived experience outside the classroom 
at Bossey. The joys and challenges of worshipping ecumenically, of exchanging 
with colleagues who speak your mother tongue as a second or third language, of 
understanding different social and cultural norms, of encountering first hand other 
Christian traditions that up until then I had only ever read about—all of this was 
cultivated in a unique way at Bossey, since we not only studied together, but also 
prayed, played, ate, and lived together.

My time at Bossey has helped further my conviction that if the church’s unity is 
to be made more visible, that unity will be grounded in the human encounter—and the 
personal relationships—between individuals who discover in that encounter that what 
we share as human beings and as followers of Christ far outweighs that which might 
divide us.

Rev. Bruce Myers, 2009
Quebec, Canada
Anglican
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I am a Roman Catholic from Hungary, 
who studied at Bossey between 
1999 and 2001 in three consequent 
graduate schools, which were the 
first ever Master’s programme in the 
Ecumenical Institute. Bossey is a place that 
indeed transforms, strengthens and enhances identities.

My deep Bossey experiences made me more open and dialogical towards 
others: I started to be involved in the leadership of the World Student Christian 
Federation (the oldest ecumenical organisation, established in 1895); and our student 
Christian movement even had a European regional committee meeting there in 
the château. Soon I became the editor-in-chief of Mozaik (a European ecumenical 
journal); of Student World (the oldest ecumenical review, established in 1908); as well 
as of the Central European ecumenical anthologies.

Being a student at Bossey has crucially influenced my vocation, profession 
and career path: it was there that I decided to change my course of studies. Previously 
I studied Law as well as Literature, but after Bossey I started to study theology, in 
which field I received my PhD, written about the methodology of ecumenical and 
interreligious dialogue.

When I returned from Switzerland to my home country in 2001, my Roman 
Catholic bishop immediately established the first ecumenical institute in Hungary, 
the Békés Gellért Ecumenical Institute (BGÖI) in the Benedictine Monastery of 
Pannonhalma, and employed me as the main full-time researcher there. Similarly, the 
mainline Christian denominations of Hungary established an ecumenical youth office 
in 2002, where I was appointed moderator.

Bossey shaped my personal life as well: it was there that I met my wife, Szilvia 
Rozs-Nagy, an Evangelical-Lutheran pastor from Hungary; and for the second year we 
returned for the Master’s class already as wife and husband. All these wonderful events 
and real life-changing experiences led us down a very different spiritual path than we 
previously expected.

Mr. Szabolcs Nagypál, 2001
Budapest, Hungary
Roman Catholic
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Je suis ravi de vous livrer la 
modeste réflexion que m’inspire ma 
participation à une des sessions de 
formation universitaire. Mon église locale a 
été largement bénéficiaire de l’expertise acquise à Bossey. 
Après mon passage à Bossey, j’ai enseigné l’œcuménisme 
au grand séminaire de Théologie Jean XXIII et à l’Institut supérieur des sciences 
religieuses à Kinshasa et j’ai dirigé le service œcuménique et interreligieux, à la 
demande de mon évêque. 

Permettez-moi de vous raconter, brièvement, mon expérience à Bossey où 
j’ai partagé la chambre avec un rwandais protestant. Est-il besoin de rappeler que 
dans mon environnement social, la cohabitation avec nos voisins de l’Est est devenue 
préoccupante à cause de la situation politique dans les pays des Grands Lacs? En plus, 
lors des funérailles d’un professeur suisse, Adrien, ma compatriote protestante et 
moi, avions exécuté des chants religieux congolais appropriés aux deuils. C’était fort 
apprécié par le staff, les autres étudiants et les participants à la cérémonie.

Bossey demeure certainement un foyer lumineux permettant aux chrétiens de 
se rencontrer, de dialoguer et de travailler ensemble pour vaincre la division. Nous y 
avons vécu, au quotidien, l’apprentissage de l’unité. 

Enfin, l’Institut œcuménique de Bossey, porte-parole du Conseil œcuménique 
des Églises, peut s’enorgueillir d’être ce haut lieu essentiel de formation, de recherche 
et de réflexion sur les grands problèmes contemporains où ne cessent de surgir les 
questions et débats théologiques relatifs au dialogue œcuménique et interreligieux. 
Ainsi avec son originalité, son inventivité et le dynamisme de ses professeurs et de ses 
étudiants sans oublier la disponibilité de son personnel administratif, je formule le 
vœu que l’Institut œcuménique de Bossey accentue sa place au sein des Églises pour 
faire encore rayonner le bel exemple de l’unité des chrétiens, dans la nuit de ce monde 
en quête d’espérance.

Rev. Daniel Nteka-Salakiaku, 1994 
Kinshassa, Democratic Republic of Congo 
Roman Catholic 
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Having studied and been ordained 
(1982) in the Church of North India, 
attending the Bossey Graduate School 
from October 1985 to February 1986 
was my first experience abroad. The 
welcoming and beautiful countryside of Bossey offered 
vibrant community life and an incredible experience of the world church under one 
roof. The theme, Gospel and Culture, inspired intentional risk-taking theological 
exploration; we were eating, sleeping and experiencing theology-through-encounters. 

The 1980s were a time of cold war. Participants from the Eastern Block were 
avidly reading Western books to which they had had no previous access. I heard some 
shocking life-denying stories first-hand from places closed to world media. I was 
out of my depth as I engaged with massive ecumenical diversity. The huge demand 
on me to define and refine my own identity to interact authentically with others was 
challenging. 

I soon realised my own theological education was heavily Western with an 
appendix of Indian theologies. I knew little about the vast Asian continent, let alone 
world church. I decided to study theology further in another Asian country, not in 
the West. 

The Bossey experience was life-changing. It opened my horizons. It built 
confidence to allow one’s own views to be changed and transformed by the experience 
of others. Though my interfaith and social-gospel experience was strong, it moved to 
a different level. Bossey has equipped me spiritually to move between cultures without 
fear of losing identity, receiving and offering hospitality in God’s rich Oikoumene and 
finding Christ in ever refreshing ways through such engagements. 

Having served in India until 1989, I worked for a global mission partnership, 
the Council for World Mission (1989-99). I am currently serving as Moderator of 
the United Reformed Church Thames North Synod living in the multicultural and 
multifaith city of London. My ecumenical engagements include serving on the boards 
of Trustees of the Churches Together in England and recently Churches Together in 
Britain & Ireland. 

Rev. Dr. Andrew Prasad, 1986
London, England, United Kingdom
United Reformed Church
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The year was 1973 when my wife, Heather 
and I arrived in Bossey. Both from Melbourne, 
Australia, and married at the end of 1971, we had spent 
eighteen months in the Church of Scotland and five months 
in the Presbyterian Church in Canada before attending the 
Graduate School of Ecumenical Studies. The theme was 
‘God’s action in a world planned by man’, and the Director was Greek Orthodox 
theologian Nikos Nissiotis. While I was at Bossey for the study programme, Heather 
was a ‘blue angel’ assisting in household duties and attending classes whenever she 
could. The Bossey experience had a profound impact on us. Apart from enriching 
our lives with life-long friends from other parts of the world, we were privileged to be 
in a place where we were all exposed to the breadth and depth of church life across 
a diverse range of cultures and traditions, brought together into a single community 
of learning which was resourced by some wonderful teachers. The impact of this 
unique ecumenical exposure has remained with me throughout my ministry which 
has taken me to serve in the Melanesian cultures of the South Pacific, and, over the 
last decade, as a teacher of Missiology in an ecumenical faculty of theology which 
includes Anglican, Jesuit, Presbyterian, Congregational and Methodist traditions. The 
specific area of my post-graduate studies and teaching has been in Gospel & Culture. 
I don’t doubt that the Bossey chapter of my own personal story sowed the seed which 
blossomed into a passion for Gospel & Culture, gave me the impetus to serve in non-
Anglo cultures, and ensured a permanent commitment to ecumenical theology.

Rev. Randall Prior, 1974
Parkville, Melbourne, Australia
Uniting Church
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The Bossey experience is a life 
changing experience that goes 
beyond providing new ecumenical 
insights, which is the main goal 
of the Ecumenical Institute, while 
strengthening contextual spiritualties 
in dialogue. The integral approach experienced in Bossey Is highly useful 
when creating a multileveled context-based system of communication if setting up 
dialogue, cooperation, and even an eco-friendly environment is the goal. Recalling this 
reflection is important when you live a day by day relationship with people from all 
over the world.

The Bossey experience helps to place oneself into a complex challenging reality. 
On the one hand, becoming a Bossey student made me part of a large community 
where holding a different identity is not a problem, but an opportunity to build new 
relationships and perspectives. This advantage is the main element built to overcome 
barriers when looking for common understandings in open dialogue. On the other 
hand, the exposure to brand new opportunities made me realize how different life 
could be. For instance, having access to a variety of publications is something that you 
may not find easily here in La Paz city. 

The Bossey experience is more than an academic process; it gets into the 
human side of all of us who have passed through the Château, even more when you 
think of Petit Bossey. The huge lesson I learned when living at Bossey is that even 
though hard situations come to you, there is always someone willing to give you a 
hand. That is why despite I had gradually lost part of my heart and soul when my 
protector angel Phaxsi joined God Father and Mother, I know for sure she is still here 
accompanying me and accompanying everyone who had the luck to meet her. So 
please let me finish these lines by saying: ¡¡¡Gracias por todo querida hermana, hasta 
que nos volvamos a encontrar!!! In memoriam of Maria Chavez (†). 

Mr. Juan Carlos Chavez Quispe, 2012
La Paz, Bolivia
Roman Catholic

40



I came to Bossey during the fall of 
1977, a 24 year old divinity student, 
doubting that ordained ministry 
could be my path for making a 
difference in a violent and war torn 
world. I was, however, eager to learn about the topic 
“Church Power and State”, expecting a semester of loving one another in the easy life 
of Christian community! How naïve I was! After a day or so, we understood that life 
in community is no easy thing. We disagree about every area of life, from the domestic 
concerns ( Who washed dishes; what young women were allowed to wear from their 
rooms to the bathroom; what we ate in the dining hall) to the theological, (Which 
interpretation of the Bible, literal, contextual, Marxist, structuralist?) to the political 
(Why couldn’t Americans affect directly the policies of our government as most other 
students could. Americans became aware we were very small potatoes in the realm of 
political power! Were theology and politics really connected? And what about Jesus?) 
We began to work on these issues with words and work, with community gatherings, 
mediation and growing friendship and cultural understanding—but without complete 
success. 

But it was in our worship that the peace began. Even though we could not 
always share eucharist, our common prayer each morning reminded us of God’s 
love for each of us, of the invitation, indeed the command to love one another. As we 
received and expressed that love in worship, our differences became the bonds which 
created true unity in Christ. Our Bossey worship was the catalyst for peace making 
and for justice seeking both within our small community and as we answered the call 
to ministry in the wider world. 

In my doubting journey toward ordination in the Episcopal Church, the 
Bossey experience was foundational to understanding the sacramental role of peace 
making and reconciliation in leading worship and in the Eucharist. 

I returned to seminary in the spring, saying yes to the call to ordination, in 
hope that indeed the church had a role to play in building a world so much in need of 
Shalom, Saleem, Peace. 

The Rev’d Margaret Rose, 1978
New York, New York, USA
Episcopal Church
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My wife Frances and I were privileged 
to be at Bossey Ecumenical Institute 
during the 1965-66 term. I was the first 
seminary student WCC Intern from Union Theological 
Seminary in Richmond, Virginia, and we were one of the 
few married couples housed at the institute that year.

It was an exciting time when the worldwide ecumenical institutions and 
crosscurrents were in full swing. The Institute’s student body was full of first time 
participants, especially a notable contingent from the Roman Catholic communion, 
since the curriculum that year was on the recently adopted Vatican II documents.

Since my thesis was on the effects of secularization on the faith formation 
and mission of the laity, I was also privileged to travel to several western European 
ecumenical lay academies and within East German (DDR) protestant communities.

The most important and formative experience of this year long sojourn was 
to taste and feel the new spirit of ecclesiastical and cultural globalization. From the 
varieties of continental week-ends, the language struggles around different liturgical 
forms, the long night discussions across theological boundaries, and the good humor 
shared as the student body grew to value each other as fellow faith travellers.

The above observation has informed my past 40+ years in pastoral and 
administrative ministry into the now familiar challenge to “think globally and live 
locally” in mission and action. Traveling and working among churches especially 
in Hungary, Central America and China, I was able to give the gift of new eyes to 
congregations and laity with whom I ministered. 

The second observation of import to me and my wife at Bossey was the 
dedication and commitment of the faculty and staff. Our life-long friend Herman 
DeGraff, the Bossey comptroller at that time, helped my wife find employment while 
I studied, and we even later briefly exchanged children and kept in close contact 
until his death. The whole faculty and WCC staff were also interested in the lives and 
thoughts of the students, and exhibited their faith through responsible perseverance in 
their own words and deeds. 

This has effected how I have attempted to “model the vision” which I have of 
for the church and my personal witness before others. Responsible leadership, with 
compassion and integrity, while attending to issues of social justice, hopefully have 
marked my ministry, as well as mentoring others and collegial respect for my peers 
regardless of their faith or cultural background.

Rev. Meriwether Anderson “Andy” Sale, 1966
Lynchburg, Virginia, USA
Presbyterian Church

42



I am a graduate of the Bossey 
Ecumenical Institute and attended the 
session of October 1984 to the end 
of February 1985. Prior to Bossey, I studied 
Orthodox theology in my country for 12 years. During 
the doctoral studies, I oriented my research mainly 
on missiology and ecumenism and I remember how 
diligently I studied the different statements as well as documents issued by the WCC 
Assemblies or by the World Mission Conferences. As Assistant Professor while still 
a doctoral student, I lectured to students and passed exams with them on subjects 
related to the chair of Mission and Ecumenism. I remember vividly thinking then 
about myself as being a “specialist” and “expert” in ecumenical theology.

With such baggage and experience I came to Bossey. And from the first day in 
the Bossey community I had a big shock which has changed my life since then. I soon 
realized that the ecumenism I learned from books and the real ecumenism of life that 
I came to experience in Bossey were very different. I still remember the first morning 
in the Bossey chapel together with colleagues from all over the world and from most of 
the Christian confessions. Everything I experienced was so different, challenging and 
even disturbing. During that morning prayer, we were given a piece of paper and asked 
to write down an offence done to somebody, a burden or a sin that we have committed. 
And we were invited to put the papers together on the stony floor in the middle of the 
chapel. The leader of the worship said a prayer of absolution above the pile of papers 
and then lit them. While the papers with our sins were burning, we were asked to 
come around in a circle around the fire, to clap hands and dance singing the Orthodox 
responsive hymn “Kyrie eleison.” At first, I did not know what to do and I remember 
having very quick reflection on how I should behave: “If I refuse to join the others in 
their symbolic action, I said to myself, they will think that I am anti-ecumenical and 
I would be badly perceived and judged; if I do what they are doing and dance in a 
church around a fire, God will be upset with me and my salvation will be at stake…” 
So, I joined the circle, I moved slowly left and right with the others and pretended to 
clap my hands… But I felt very bad and guilty. Similar shocking experiences came 
almost every day. I was so disturbed and discouraged that I thought of leaving Bossey 
and going home to save my faith from compromise and not to lose my salvation. But 
I continued to pray, asking God for a sign if what I was doing was wrong and waited 
with patience. And this is how my new birth has started.

Bossey has strengthened my faith and given me new insights and 
understandings to my identity. Bossey has helped me pull down the protecting walls 
that I built around me and taught me the importance of encountering and dialoguing 
with others. Bossey has been an eye opener in understanding the role that cultures and 
cultural misunderstandings have played in dividing Christians. 

Father Prof. Dr. Ioan Sauca, 1985
Bogis-Bossey, Switzerland
Romanian Orthodox Church
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I was a Blue Angel in 1993 so I knew 
Bossey before as an Institute and I 
even could take part in the spiritual 
life there as well. What shaped my personal life 
most both times was the meeting with Christians all over 
the world—their cultural and spiritual background in the 
different denominations and confessions, their happiness in witnessing their faith. To 
some of my former Blue Angel friends and fellow students of the Graduate School I am 
still in contact with. We are friends now for such a long time even though we don’t see 
and meet each other face to face so often. We keep in contact via phone or especially 
mails and the “world wide web.”

I’m an ordained pastor since 2003 and I still try to put in the subject of the 
Graduate School 1995/96 “A theology for life” in each part of my work. I learned from 
my fellow students that “life” is enriched and blessed by God’s wonderful grace and 
love. Even in bad situations and life constellations, God is there hugging us with his 
patience and strengthens us with his power of love. Through all these different and 
impressing life stories that I shared with my friends, I was able to find my path in life, 
influenced by lots of positive and powerful personal records.

Rev. Iris Schmitt, 1996
Einöllen Pfalz, Germany
Evangelical Lutheran Church
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I first came to Bossey in 1973 as a 
young University Training Specialist 
with deep involvement in the youth 
movement of the United Church of 
Christ in the Philippines. The evils of Martial 
Law were then just beginning to unfold. 

The lectures, exposures and the encounter of cultures and churches, the 
sharing of experiences deepened my desire to become even more engaged in the 
struggle against the dictatorship. In 1977, I resigned my university job and served as 
Executive Director of the Wednesday Forum, then the only venue for discussion of 
the evils of martial law. I became founding Executive Secretary of the Ecumenical 
Movement for Justice and Peace, an anti-martial law alliance, which led to the issuance 
against me of an Arrest, Search and Seizure Order (ASSO) in 1979 for involvement 
with the publication of “Iron Hand, Velvet Glove.” This book was later published by the 
World Council of Churches.

Finding a secure place to oppose the dictatorship motivated my wife Dr. 
Erlinda Senturias to join the World Council of Churches in 1989. I intervened on 
human rights issues before the UN Commission on Human Rights as representative of 
either the World Alliance of Reformed Churches or the World Council of Churches.

In 1997 my wife accepted the Presidency of Southern Christian College. 
I continued with human rights, justice and peace work as Chair of the Mindanao 
Peoples’ Peace Movement (MPPM) while serving as theology teacher and pastor of a 
rural church.

Today, Erlinda and I continue pursuing a peaceful society by serving in the 
Philippine Ecumenical Peace Platform while I work as Associate Pastor of a large 
church in Manila. My two stints at Bossey indeed have ‘strengthened, transformed 
and enhanced’ our work to build a just, compassionate and responsible society in the 
Philippines.

Rev. Alvaro O. Senturias, Jr., 1996
Cotabato, Philippines
United Church of Christ
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I went to Bossey in 1992 as associate 
general secretary of China Christian 
Council, and before that, I hardly 
knew anything about Ecumenism.  
The subject of the 41st Session of graduate school —
Toward an Inclusive Community , was entirely new 
to me, yet the experience of Christians from many parts of the world come to live 
together was especially impressive and helpful. The theological encounter and worship 
life was colorful there, but I remember once ,a sense of confrontation took place 
between European and African students, because a German pastor unintentionally 
used some words in his remarks which had been regarded hurtful to African brothers. 
Through prayer and sincere communication, our German brother apologized heartily, 
and African brothers found out it was an misunderstanding on cultural differences, 
they reconciled in love . In my reflection for the closing service of that session, I said: 
“Sometimes, the more we stay together ,the more we realize how deep are the gulfs 
made by our different social, economic, cultural, sexual and theological backgrounds, 
but Bossey’s life is a step forward towards unity in diversity.” When I was invited 
to join Bossey’s Jubilee Celebration in 1996, I made it more clearly “In ecumenical 
education, obtaining experience is more important than transmitting information.” 
This is correspond with the experience of churches in China ,as we come to the post-
denominational stage through united worship while practicing the principal of mutual 
respect before theological debate.

As a member of Chinese church delegation, I had the honor of attending the 
8th and the 9th WCC Assembly in Harare and Porto Allegre. The themes of those two 
assemblies has encouraged churches to have hope in God, and asked Him to transform 
the world. In current post-modernity world, while science and technologies developed, 
yet hatred and violence prevailed at the same time .The basic cause of conflict is more 
intensive than cultural differences. Let us insist love and practicing justice to those 
weak and marginalized people so that all the creatures of God can live in peace.

Rev. Cao Shengjie, 1992
Shanghai, China
China Christian Council
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The fact that I had moderated the 
mission branch of the Student 
Christian Movement in the 
Netherlands for two years turned out 
to be the decisive recommendation 
for admittance to the 7th semester of 
the Graduate School of Ecumenical Studies in 1958.  
In those days my denomination, the Reformed Churches (RCN) had not yet joined 
the WCC. I was the first student from my church in Bossey. On return I was invited to 
join a pressure group to change that. Thus I received ample opportunity to write about 
what I had learned and experienced during those exciting days at Bossey. In 1971 our 
churches joined the WCC. 

Our main subject was the Roman Catholic World which was for me, less a 
surprise. Through my training at the Free University in Amsterdam and friendships 
I was familiar with this subject. But our Greek orthodox professor Nissiotis really 
opened to me new theological horizons. Moreover meeting with students from four 
continents, all except Australia, became in retrospect a valuable part of my preparation 
for missionary service in Pakistan (1964-1977). Trained as an islamicist, I worked 
nine years in the ecumenical Christian Study Centre in Rawalpindi. In Bossey I had 
learned that being a Christian goes beyond denominational belonging. In dialogues 
with Muslims I was aware to represent the Church and not just my own confession. 
In 1977 the synod of the RCN appointed me to lead their Islam desk. A year later the 
Conference of European Churches in Geneva asked me to be the secretary of its Islam 
in Europe Committee. Several members came from Orthodox churches. Lessons by Dr 
Nissiotis helped to understand them! In 1987 the CEC and CCEE (Council of Catholic 
Bishops Conferences) jointly organized a new Islam Committee, which I was asked to 
moderate. Again I was grateful for Bossey. 

Rev. Dr Jan Slomp 1958
Leusden, The Netherlands
Reformed
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I went to Bossey with no interest in 
ecumenism and for no better reason 
than to enjoy a vacation after 5 
consecutive years of theological study 
I felt secure and a little superior in 
my European, British, and Anglican 
identity. Early weeks in Bossey were a joy but then sharp challenges emerged from 
fellow students from ex-colonial countries, from confessional groups that did not 
recognise our ministries, and from the economic disparity played out among us. And 
then we had to reckon with the contentious programme: salvation among world faiths 
and ideologies. At first I sat light to it and kept emotionally detached, but as interaction 
and then friendships began to criss-cross the community, these contentious issues 
could not be avoided. 

Bossey is a wonderful place of prayer and delight and it worked its magic 
to disarm my defences. But then we met some of the great founding luminaries of 
the ecumenical movement, Eugene Blake, Visser T’Hooft, and our Director Nikos 
Nissiotis. Relationships were more intense than those among my theological college. 
When I arrived my theological identity was narrow and unformed but through the 
powerful mix that is Bossey, my journey of personal and theological formation was 
initiated. I left Bossey changed, with a global vision, a new theological adventurism 
and an indebtedness to Bossey for one of the most treasured and significant 
encounters of my life.

I returned to the UK and was ordained in multi-faith at Bradford. I soon found 
myself defending the WCC Programme to Combat Racism, in the synod and in the 
local press. In my next post I was Chair of the Council of Churches. Now as Chair of 
the UK Bossey Network, I am involved with others in organising short visits to Bossey 
for theological students, theological educators and ecumenical officers. 

Revd Canon Roger Spiller, 1973
Redditch, England, United Kingdom
Anglican
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Certainly the nine months my wife 
Madelyn and I spent at Bossey had a 
major impact on our future. As a young 
couple in 1969, I in seminary at Harvard and my wife in 
a counselling Masters at Boston University, we entered 
Bossey’s very unique international community. The 
Dean at Harvard, Krister Stendahl, on the Board of Bossey, recommended Bossey. 
We attended the Graduate School together and in the summer I helped teach in the 
Summer Programme while interning at the World Council of Churches. The Directors 
at the Institute at the time were Nikos Nissiotis and Anwar Barkat. These were all the 
ingredients for a profound experience in ecumenical theology, international living and 
a fondness for the beauty of Switzerland. 

Very quickly we found ourselves learning the map of the world through the 
lives of our fellow students. A life-long interest in world travel was kindled. Far from 
losing our identity as Americans (which was possible during the time of the Viet Nam 
War) we gained an appreciation of the issues and the realities of our own “New World” 
cultures. We found we had more in common with the students from Latin America 
and Africa than Europe. The theological or political battles of Europe were not ours. 

The decision to pursue a doctoral programme narrowed my choices to 
ecumenical centers. This led to a move to Berkeley, California and studies at the 
Graduate Theological Union. Madelyn eventually pursued a profession in Physical 
Therapy and I in the teaching of religion and philosophy. 

We have returned to Geneva for a sabbatical. I have sustained my cross-
cultural religious commitments to include work in the interfaith movement. We have 
raised a family in the diverse San Francisco Bay Area. It is easy to see Bossey’s imprint 
on our lives: theological, political and cultural openness.

Dr. Harlan Stelmach, 1970
Berkely, California, USA
Presbyterian
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I call it “curtain fall.” This moment comes to 
all seminar, graduate semester, and conference in Bossey 
when it comes to an end. These moments are the ones 
that make a lasting and deep impression.

It has been said that anyone who’s been to Bossey 
undergoes three phases: the ‘friendly period’ in which 
everyone is nice, courteous, and friendly. But also Bossey is a place where eventual 
disagreements, tension and conflict arise, where the ‘clash period’ follows, despite 
the occasional games of volleyball and chess and the much awaited cultural evening 
parties. This will be evident through the duration of the stay till the ‘reconcile period’ 
comes just about a week before the ‘curtain fall.’

The dominant feeling is eager to be back home, but at the same time wanting 
to stay a bit longer. The clash of cultures, values, ideas, faith perspectives, as well as 
one’s culinary preferences will be severely tested and challenged, even to the point 
that merits of Bossey soup will be put into a discussion. But by now the “Other”, the 
“Stranger”, has gained a face and a name and becomes acknowledged and recognized—
friend and a fellow pilgrim in the ecumenical journey. 

And when the “curtain falls”, we pack our bags and exchange email addresses 
with the promise of sustained connection with a heavy heart and gladness. The last 
closing service and goodbyes are memorable, in the thought that this might be the last 
time they will see each other, and the sighs are oh so deafening.

Such is the life in our ecumenical laboratory—to meet and learn, grow in love, 
and understanding, and eventually part ways in recognition and deepened friendship. 

Yes, Bossey will be forever in the heart.

Rev. Noel A. Suministrado, 1998 and 2000
Lucena City, Philippines
United Church of Christ, Philippines
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Bossey was the beginning of an 
adventure in ecumenism which I am 
still continuing to enjoy today.  
Mixing with so many people, from different Christian 
traditions and contexts, led me to understand more fully 
my own faith and its practice. I came to appreciate the 
value of honest and open encounters where people were respected for their beliefs. 
We were all learning and we did it with a lot of good humour and very little falling 
out! Overall my time in Bossey gave me greater confidence to engage in cross-cultural 
encounters and a deeper appreciation of what I can learn from others.

Soon after leaving Bossey I was ordained and began full-time work in a 
parish. A few years later I entered health care chaplaincy and for the last 15 years have 
ministered in three different hospitals. I now lead a team of ten chaplains representing a 
range of Christian denominations as well as religious leaders from the Jewish, Muslim, 
Sikh and Buddhist faiths. Although we have major differences of belief, the team has a 
great spirit of respect as well as a desire to do the best we can for the patients and staff in 
our care. We all share a sense of being privileged to do this work together.

In recent years I have developed my role in connection with two local 
universities. At Leeds University I am involved in research exploring the relationships 
of pain, culture and religion. At Leeds Metropolitan University I have worked with 
others to establish an MA programme in Health & Social Care Chaplaincy. These 
interests have also led to a book on chaplaincy based on my PhD and a number of 
chapters and papers in related publications. 

Bossey taught me both the importance of modelling good ecumenical 
relations and also the constant need to share and promote the value of building 
bridges between cultures.

Rev. Chris Swift, 1991
Mirfield, England, United Kingdom
Anglican
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For a Dane, Bossey at some 370 
meters altitude is already “on the 
mountain.” The highest mountain in Denmark 
is only 183 meters above sea level! And my Bossey 
experience in 1985-86 was indeed a ‘Transfiguration 
on the mountain’-experience (Mark 9, 2-13). It was 
a revelation for a student like me from a Lutheran majority context to work in an 
environment where the hermeneutic starting point is always ecumenical inclusiveness, 
not confessional difference. 

The most important aspect of Bossey was to live and work, pray, dine, study 
and party with people, who daily feared for the physical safety of their families—from 
hunger (Ethiopia), violence (Brazil), climate change (Tonga Islands) and repression 
(South Korea). This made a lasting impression on me and shaped how I understand 
the transfiguration on the mountain: to realize that Jesus is the Son of God is 
inseparably bound to leaving the mountain behind and seek the lowland (Mark 9, 14-
29) to address the suffering of ‘the least of my brothers and sisters.’

In fact, maybe the most important division in Christianity is not the one 
between confessions, but the one between understanding transfiguration primarily as a 
highland experience, or primarily as a lowland reality?

After returning from the Bossey Graduate School I completed my theological 
studies, was General Secretary of the Ecumenical Council in Denmark (= National 
Council of Churches) for five years, joined DanChurchAid as Coordinator for Eastern 
Europe and Central Asia and since 2010 as Coordinator for Asia. In 2000 I was 
ordained pastor in my church, the Evangelical-Lutheran Church in Denmark. I am 
married and we have three children. 

I warmly recommend Bossey with all my heart!

Mr. Jørgen Thomsen, 1986
Roskilde, Denmark
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Denmark
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When I arrived at Bossey to attend 
the Graduate School in 1969-1970,  
I was still in seminary and knew very 
little either about the ecumenical 
movement or about the WCC.  
What I did not expect was that the “Bossey” would 
change my entire life, my understanding of church and my direction in ministry. 

The theme of that Graduate School was “The Future of the Church,” coming 
after the Uppsala Assembly which raised the questions, “Does the church as we know 
it even have a future? And if so, how will the major issues and threats to our society 
and world shape our life as Christians and the Christian community?”

Our course-work included lectures by prominent theologians and scholars 
from (mostly) Europe and North America, which already betrayed a major concern 
voiced by fellow students from the global south. But, the real education did not take 
place in the plenary hall, but around meals in the dining hall, praying together in 
the chapel, or at late evening parties at Petite Bossey, when students shared more 
personally their own life stories, experiences of church and faith, and hopes for a better 
world and a more relevant church that would reflect the community that had begun 
to be realized by these 60 students from 28 different nations and 22 different faith 
traditions. 

The learnings from Bossey remain clear to me today: 
(a) The ecumenical movement is first of all about persons and deepening 

relationships, not about exploring different theologies and practices; 
(b) We have so much more to celebrated together as Christians than focusing 

only on those areas where we still differ and are divided; and, 
(c) The ecumenical movement encompasses the local and the universal, the 

congregation and the global church; all who claim the name of Christ are part of the 
ecumenical vision of unity and reconciliation, oneness and peace. 

I suspect my story is not unique to those who have attended Bossey—which 
every year is different, but is similar in its outcome of providing ecumenical formation 
in a global context that is both structured and free. 

Dr. Robert Welsh, 1970
Indianapolis, Indiana USA
Disciples of Christ 
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