
 

 

Is the Cold War really over? Today, the Korean Peninsula remains divided for over 70 years 
with ideological oppositions. Korean people continue to suffer from the imperialism, war 
and destruction of nature caused by the arrogance of the 20th century humanity.  
 
A New Era 
Seeking to end the Korean War, we pray to change the war-state to a peace-state of the 
two Koreas. Yet it would be unfortunate if this change ends up being the closing chapter 
of the last century. We pray that a new era on the Korean Peninsula embarks on the 
beginning of a new civilization where the values of life and peace are sought in everyday 
lifestyles.  
 
Life and Peace Pilgrimage 
To that end, we kicked off Life and Peace Pilgrimage in October 2017 to continue for 1000 
days. The Year 2017 witnessed a series of hostilities including North Korea’s multiple 
nuclear tests and the fire and fury exchanges between North Korea and the U.S. But we 
kept on dreaming of Korea free of nuclear weapons, arms, and military exercises. With 
peace on the Korean Peninsula, we envision anti-nuclear efforts and demilitarization 
expand in Northeast Asia and eventually the globe.  
 
In the past two years, we carried on pilgrimages at 330 locations in five countries where 
civilians had suffered from the colonial and imperial invasion, war, and dictatorships of the 
20th century. At each visit, we take time to remember those who were inflicted during 
historical events and meet with locals engaged in peacebuilding activities.  
 
Civilians’ role in peacebuilding 
In peacebuilding process, we believe civilians should be engaged and play a significant 
role to bring outcomes that reflect diversity and achieve sustainable peace. Life and Peace 
Pilgrimage is now joined by more than 400 individuals and 60 organizations who are active 
peace-makers in the fields of conflict resolution, ecology, community building, and 
education.  
 
We believe peace is more than slogans. Peace should be sought in all aspects of 
life. Going beyond settling on short-term, negative peace, we are working for long-term 
solutions that can generate positive peace. Over the 30 years of its history, Bargn Nuri 
has built lifestyles that reflect the values of life and peace in the way of food, clothing, and 
housing, marriage, parenting, and education.  
 
 
 

 
  



Life and Peace Conference: A New Era for Korean Peninsula, 
Northeast Asia and Beyond 

 
by WCC and Bargn Nuri Community  

 
Venue  WCC Ecumenical Center, Geneva, Switzerland 
Date  30 January 2020  

Time  Agenda*   

  8:45  WCC Morning devotion   

  9:00 Opening performance - Samulnori    

  9:15 WCC Opening remark  
WCC’s ecumenical efforts for peace and reunification on the Korean Peninsula 
 
Rev. Dr. Olav Fykse Tveit, WCC General Secretary  
Peter Prove, Director of International Affairs, WCC 
Rev. Dr Jin Yang Kim, Coordinator of Pilgrim-teams for Justice and Peace and assistant 
coordinator of Ecumenical Forum for Korea 

  

9:50 Bargn Nuri Community  
Witnessing changes in Korean peninsula, 1000 days of pilgrimage  

  

10:20 Coffee break   

10:30  ICAN  
Nuclear-free Northeast Asia, Ban treaty 

  

10:50 International Peace Bureau  
Global Campaign on Military Spending 

  

11:10 Panel Discussion - WCC, ICAN, IPB   

12:10  Lunch break    

13:30 Sessions   

  Younkyo Ahn, Human Rights Officer, UNHR 
Firsthand experience on improving human rights on Korean Peninsula 

  

 Jonathan Woolley, Director, Quaker UN Office  
Quiet diplomacy to help build multilateral understanding 

  

 Daniel Gerster  
Experiences from working and living in DPR Korea   

  

15:00 Panel discussion   

  15:45  Closing of conference   

 At 4:00 p.m., participants will move to Palais des Nations for a peace prayer    

16:30 
17:30  

Peace prayer and song (Public event) @ Palais des Nations   

 


