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1. History 

The Joint Working Group (JWG) between the Roman Catholic Church (RCC) and the 

World Council of Churches (WCC) met for the first time in 1965 in the Ecumenical 

Institute Château de Bossey. The JWG has gathered since then in plenary every year. It 

has produced nine reports and numerous documents on important ecumenical issues.  

 

The JWG has promoted various forms of close cooperation: the Pontifical Council for 

Promoting Christian Unity (PCPCU) has sent observers to WCC Central Committee 

meetings and assemblies and has become a member of the WCC’s Faith and Order 

Commission; Catholic members are included in the Commission on World Mission and 

Evangelism (CWME); a professor for Biblical theology is teaching at the Ecumenical 

Institute Château de Bossey; PCPCU and WCC are preparing every year the Week of 

Prayer for Christian Unity together with local partners; mutual staff visits are being 

organized between various dicasteries of the Roman Curia and the WCC.  

 
2. Meetings of the Joint Working Group (JWG) in 2017 and 2018 

H.E. Metropolitan Nifon of Targoviste and H.E. Archbishop of Dublin and Primate of 

Ireland, Diarmuid Martin are the co-moderators of the JWG. JWG Plenary and Executive 

convened in 2017 and 2018 in Dublin, Lisbon and Targoviste: 

- 24-26 April 2017 in Dublin, Ireland – JWG Executive 

- 12-15 September 2017 in Lisbon, Portugal – JWG Executive and Plenary 

- 24-27 May 2018 in Targoviste, Romania  - JWG Executive 

The next Plenary is scheduled for 03-07 September 2018 in Augsburg, Germany. 

 
3. Ongoing projects 

- The sharing of the parent bodies (Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian 

Unity/PCPCU and World Council of Churches/WCC), from the Faith and Order 

Commission, and the JWG members, which are standing agenda items of JWG 

Executive and Plenary meetings, offer an important opportunity for information, 

analysis of ecumenical developments, and reflection.  

- The JWG is monitoring ongoing cooperation between WCC and Holy See 

dicasteries, especially in the areas of ecumenical dialogue, mission, integral human 

development (justice and peace; migration), and inter-religious dialogue. 

- The JWG is currently working on two texts on peacebuilding and ecumenical 

challenges and opportunities posed by migrants and refugees with the aim to 

strengthen cooperation even more. As the group continues working on these texts, it 

welcomes the ongoing cooperation between the WCC and the Holy See Dicastery for 

Promoting Integral Human Development in preparation of a conference on 

Migration, Xenophobia, and politically motivated Populism on 12-15 September this 

year in Rome.  

 



 

 

4. Tasks for the next plenary on 3-7 September 2018 in Augsburg, Germany 

- Finalizing the work on the text on peace-building and continuing working on the 

text on migrants and refugees. 

- Reflecting on the results and impact of the visit of His Holiness Pope Francis to 

the WCC.  

- Further developing the methods to monitor, document and communicate the 

ecumenical collaboration between the Roman Catholic Church and the WCC. The 

JWG will ask WCC programmes and Holy See dicasteries for reports on their 

ongoing cooperation and plans in preparation of this agenda item.  

 


