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WCC World Mission Conference 
March 2018, Arusha Tanzania 

Theme:  Walking in the Spirit: Called to Transforming Discipleship 

 

Indigenous Youth PreConference  
Theme: Walking in Spirit: Indigenisation as Transforming Discipleship 

 
Draft message 

 
We have gathered in Arusha, Tanzania, from March 5 - 7 2018 as a community of Christian Indigenous 
youth. We have shared experiences of pain and of hope as disciples from the margins empowered by the 
Spirit for transforming the world. Recognising the agency of disciples from the margins continues to be a 
challenge for the church. We are thankful for this gathering, a space for us to try and unpack the church’s 
traditionally ‘centric’ approach to mission which objectifies marginalised persons like us as recipients of 
the Good News of Christ, failing to recognize our agency and thereby compounding our marginality.  Our 
engagement with our theme ‘Walking in the Spirit: Indigenisation as Transforming Discipleship’ helped us 
in affirming and asserting our agency as young Indigenous peoples. We therefore make this statement to 
the World Mission Conference and to the world church:  

We are here, we exist, see us, hear us, we are integral to Christ’s church. We are poor, we are blind, 
we are captives, we are unfavoured, but we refuse to be invisible anymore, for we are Christ’s 
beloved. We have agency for we live and walk in the Spirit, and we too are bearers of Christ’s hope 
and we too are agents for transforming the world!  

 
We identified major issues of common concern highlighted in our discussions that we agree urgently needs 
the church’s focused attention and action. We lament the fact that as young people we are still confronted 
by the same concerns previous generations faced. While recognizing that progress have been made on 
certain aspects of some of these concerns, our shared experiences show that more thorough and systematic 
solutions for them are either too slow or seem remote. 
 
As space and time are limited, we prioritise key issues we wish to elaborate on and we mention the rest in 
the following list to register our ongoing interest and commitment to seeking their resolution: Sexuality & 
HIV/AIDS, Religious Extremism, Climate Change & the Environment, Indigenous Spirituality & Sustainable 
Development.   
 
In the meantime, we bring these key concerns to the Arusha World Mission Conference and by extension to 
the world church in the form of recommendations asking for action: 
Gender Inequality:  
It is time to act on the oppression of women in Indigenous communities - 
 
Notwithstanding that gender inequality continues to be an issue of universal concern, in several indigenous 
communities, women are extremely oppressed. As Indigenous youth some of us live with the very painful 
consequences of the inequality between men and women daily and we want to live in communities that are 
gender sensitive.  
 
We urge church leaders to engage congregations and parishes with Biblical texts such as Genesis 1:27 and 
Galatians 3:28 in order to create open dialogue and mutual action that can lead to transformation and bring 
about more equality between men and women throughout the church. 
 
Migration: It is time to act on the oppression of Migrants - 
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As Indigenous peoples, we are the most forcibly displaced communities in the world. We are living with the 
consequences of losing our land and homes and being deprived of our human rights. We know what it feels 
like to be met with the disapproval and hate that a lot of immigrants are facing.  
 
We urge churches to meet immigrants with acceptance and respect and provide them with the means to 
reclaim their life with dignity within the community. (Lev 19:33-34) 
 
Education: It is time to act on inequality in access to education and opportunities for Indigenous 
Youth -  
 
Continuing systemic colonialism in education systems highlight the inaccessibility of education for 
Indigenous youth not only in economic terms, but also in a quality of education informed by traditional 
knowledge and learning/pedagogical styles. Addressing systemic colonialism in the education systems is 
integral to providing accessible education and meaningful learning for Indigenous youth, which are 
essential for getting opportunities in life and for fulfilling their potential.   
 
We urge churches to adopt policies that prioritise and require church educators and educational 
institutions to work in collaboration with indigenous communities to provide accessible quality education 
for Indigenous youth taking account of traditional epistemologies and pedagogy.   
 
It is time to act on the oppression of Indigenous People with disability: 
 
Indigenous People with disability are a minority within a minority. Thus, we experience insurmountable 
discrimination and exclusion daily that prevent us from being an active part of society and the church.  
We want the church to recognize people with disability as integral part of its life and witness, as resources 
and not a problem to be solved. It can do this by involving people with disability in its regular activities and 
daily worship life as standard practice ensuring accessibility in every way possible. 
 
Conclusion 
In conclusion, we are aware that our concerns articulated here are issues the church knows about and has 
been debating for too long. We urge the church to act now!  
 
 
 

 


