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Pastoral Letter to the flood-affected victims of Kerala, India 

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 

Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change, though the mountains shake in the 

heart of the sea;  

though its waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble with its tumult.  Psalm 46:1-3 

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers of Kerala, 

We are deeply concerned with the situation rising from the unprecedented and massive 

destruction and loss of life and livelihood, caused by heavy rainfall and severe floods. We are 

one with you in our thoughts, prayers and actions, during this critical and trying time. The 

massive floods and landslides, which are the worst the region has experienced in half a century, 

have caused the death of more than 370 people with over one million people displaced and 

sheltered in relief camps.   

As rains for the first time in weeks have subsided, it is heartening to see the government, as well 

as the army and volunteers, continue to rescue thousands of stranded people and provide relief 

to the victims. Amidst the tragedies, we have witnessed that people from other states and from 

all walks of life have come forward to offer help at this time of disaster. The love of Jesus is also 

made evident by Christian communities and member churches of the World Council of Churches 

(WCC) and partner organisations of the WCC and ACT Alliance, by being in the forefront in relief 

and rescue.  You opening up your hearts, churches, schools and other institutions to 

accommodate flood victims and cooperating to send food, clothes and other relief materials to 

affected areas is deeply inspiring. We particularly appreciate the relief work of the Church of 

South India (CSI), and Churches Auxiliary for Social Action (CASA).     We are pleased to see that 

the leadership of CSI  - the Most Rev. Thomas K. Oommen, the moderator of CSI and the Bishop 

in Madhya Kerala visited the flood affected areas, and distributed the food and clothes kits. 

At this time of crisis, we call upon the churches of India and all over the world, to continue their 

prophetic witness through diakonia and humanitarian aid to the affected communities.  We are 

also encouraging our worldwide membership to respond quickly and positively to the appeal put 

forward by ACT Alliance to support the response to this unprecedented catastrophe in Kerala.  

Rt Rev. Thomas K. KANJIRAPPALLY OOMMEN 
Moderator 
 
Rev. Dr D. R. SADANANDA 
General Secretary 
Church of South India 
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We understand, when the waters will subside there will be post-disaster complications with 

possibilities of the outbreak of diseases and rehabilitation of the victims, which will take months, 

if not years. Many will require pastoral care to overcome their traumatic experiences.  An Indian 

state which has produced many ecumenical visionaries like the former moderator of the Central 

Committee of the WCC, Dr M.M. Thomas and also has one of the highest percentages of 

Christians in India, has a lot to offer to the affected communities. 

Our prayers, good wishes, and support are with the affected communities.  We will continue to 

do whatever we can to help the people of Kerala, who are going through this difficult time. 

As we are entering into the season of creation from 1 September, may we continue to work 

towards a sustainable lifestyle and live in a symbiotic relationship with nature. 

We continue our prayers for the people of Kerala.  May the God of Justice and Peace provide 

solace to the victims of this calamity. 

In solidarity, 

 

 

Rev. Dr Olav Fykse Tveit 
General Secretary  
World Council of Churches  
 


