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Every year, the World Student Christian Federatfd/SCF) brings together
students and leaders from churches around the ,glabiethe purpose of reflecting and
learning together about different social issuess ar, the conference took place from
the 12" to the 21 of September in the Lutheran Center in Mexico Qitiexico), and its
topic wasmigration
The participants came from Mexico, Uruguay, Ecuaddolivia, Philippines, South
Korea, Finland, Norway, Egypt, D.R. Congo, Lebar@anada and the United States.
The program included the participation of lecturansl regional presentations. There was
always the opportunity to discuss and interchanifferednt points of view about the
presentations.

LECTURERS

In his presentation, the director of the InternaioOrganization for Migration (IOM) in
Mexico, Juan Artola, highlighted the following ptan

* Over the last decades, the migratory flow from 8datNorth has increased; the
main cause of this tendency is poverty in the dgialy countries.

* Immigrants in developed countries only get jobst thee poorly paid, more
dangerous and generally not wanted by other people.

* Remittances don’'t have a real impact on the econatevelopment of the
countries that get them, because remittances & @transactions.

* There is no real commitment from developed coustieerespond adequately to
the migration issue. As a matter of fact, migratitoesn’t have a relevant place
on the UN'’s international agenda.

* The sending countries of work force are losing hairoapital and the invested
education in their citizens.

The Guatemalan intern of Frontier Internship in $ibs (FIM), Luis Flores, presented
his work experience with Central American immigsantuis works near by the
Guatemalan border in Mexico. His task is to helplentify and rescue girls and women
who are forced by criminal organizations to prosgétthemselves. Luis and his team
provide legal assistance and health and psychabgere for the rescued women. He
pointed out that churches in Mexico and abroadpiag an important roll in migration
issues. Luis said, for instance, that “there is mleeessity of spiritual support to the
victims.”



PARTICIPANTS

Participants presented and discussed in separm@t@gtopics around migration that are
specific in their regions.

Latin America:

Latin American societies discriminate against immaigs coming from poorer
countries.

The Mexican Government demands a fair and goodintexg of the Mexican
immigrants in the United States, but it doesn’tvide a fair and good treatment to
the Central American immigrants.

The MERCOSUR agreement has improved people’s ntpdietween the South
American countries that are members of the agree(Beazil, Argentina, Paraguay,
Uruguay, Chile, Bolivia, and Venezuela). Howevagre is not enough protection for
the migrants.

Maria Eusebia, a Bolivian theology student in Ariyea remarked: “Argentinean people
isolate Bolivian immigrants, they don’t give them apportunity to work, and the state
doesn’t provide any service for them. | don’t urei@nd when Argentineans complain
about Bolivians not being productive when they juster have the chance.”

Europe:

Schengen Visa is a measure for migrant controbiizropean countries. Generally,
if the visa is refused by one of the member coastrit will be refused in the other
Schengen countries as well.

There is a paradox feeling towards immigrants inoga. On the one hand there is
interest in other cultures and on the other hapcetis discrimination.



* Migrants’ integration in the European societiequ#e a challenge; there are a lot of
prejudices and cultural differences.

* There is the thought that Muslim people are fasadind terrorists.
* Very conservative churches support the anti-migpafities of the governments.

Torbjan, a theology student from Norway, remark&gople say that foreigners are
threatening the values of our societies; | wondd¥at values are they talking about? Our
societies are not willing to help those who areeed.”

North America (United States and Canada):

* The seasonal work programs in the U.S. and Caneglaade the human condition of
the workers. Because they allow the exploitatioth @ouse of people.

* Women from Eastern Europe and the Philippines @&exlho take care of elderly
people and as babysitters in Canada. They usualii every day of the week and
they have to live in the house of the families thia¢ them. There are frequent cases
of sexual harassment and women can't really praobtechselves.

» The current rebuilding of the city centers in maityes of the U.S. and Canada has
the hidden purpose of separating the white peapla bther races.

Africa:

* Global Warming is affecting many African region$i€fe are places where
temperatures are over 50 °C. The desert is extgrualid every day that passes by it is
more difficult to cultivate and to raise livestodkat is another cause why people
need to emigrate.

» African people don’'t have enough resources to invethe development of their
countries. Usually, foreign corporations and foneigealthy people are exploiting
African riches such as diamonds.

» Debt cancellation has helped some African countdeget rid of their debts, but this
help won't have a lasting effect if the system timatkes the countries get indebted
doesn’t change.

CURRENT MIGRATION CAUSES

The participants agreed that migration is a norpf@nomenon that has existed since
very old times and that migration causes vary aedeated with historic events such as
colonization. The group highlighted the differenoetween the people who emigrate
safely and with privileges and those who emigrateately, forced by a situation, or



obliged by somebody else. In accordance with tlesgartations the main causes for the
current forced and involuntary migration are:

* Poverty

» Civil wars

» Climate change and natural disasters

» Trafficking of human beings (especially women fexgal exploitation)

It is also necessary to comment that poverty cawses also mentioned as direct reasons
for emigration. Such causes are, for instance, @oon globalization (including free
trade agreements), bad and corrupted administsatiod the policies of the International
Finance Institutions.

CONCLUSIONS

1. The main victims of the current migration process @oor people, men, women

and children. Family separation has increased artt@ngoor.

The current economic system is one of the mainesaaEpoverty and migration.

There is not a responsible response from goverrsmemd international bodies

about migration issues.

4. The increase in the number of people emigratinghftbe Southern countries is

generating discriminatory policies, more restrisioand sophisticated ways to

control and stop immigrants who are going to thetiNan countries.

The current migrant processes are creating xenaophol racist reactions.

Labor and sexual exploitation, discrimination ang &nd of violation of human

rights of immigrants are global issues.

7. The brain drain benefits the developed countrigsrbpoverishes the developing
countries.

8. Criminal networks are taking advantage of the nmgsatuation in the world. For
instance through selling fake documents, traffigkpeople, etc.

9. The ecumenical movement can reflect and providegp@upto the immigrant
situations.

10.There is the need to continue interchanging expeeie and sharing knowledge in
order to do a more effective analysis on migraissuoes.
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WSCF CONFERENCE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR CHURCHES AND
PARTNER ORGANIZATIONS

» Share theological reflections about the migratgsues

» Strengthen south-south and south-north relatiomsder to share experiences and
provide mutual support

» Cooperate with networks that are already workingrmigration issues



