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0. Introduction

The Ecumenical Water Network (EWN) is a 2008. It was co-hosted by the Christian Council of
network of churches and church-basddesotho (CCL) and Participatory Ecological Land
organizations that promotes the preservatiodse Management (PELUM-Lesotho). This report
responsible and equitable distribution of water fetummarizes the proceedings of the conference.

all, based on the understanding that water istaogif

God and a fundamental human right. The EWN hase Christian Council of Lesotho (CCL) is an
been created to foster exchange and internatioealimenical organization which was established in
cooperation of among churches, church-relatd®65 with the objectives of:

organizations, and their partners from civil sogiet - Fostering closer co-operation and unity
among churches and organizations of

EWN'’s aim is to learn from each other and to unite different Christian traditions,

our voices in the faces of growing threat to lifeda . To enable churches and Christian

creation. Besides advocating for the recognitiod an organizations to serve people towards their

implementation of the human right to water, the spiritual, social and developmental needs

EWN is dedicated to the mobilization of churches .  To pecome the voice of the voiceless, the

and related organizations in the support of poor and the marginalized.

community-based initiatives that help to create

sustainable access to water and sanitation. At present the African Methodist Episcopal Church,

Assemblies of God, Lesotho Evangelical Church,
In February 2006 the"General Assembly of theMethodist Church of Southern Africa, the Roman
World Council of Churches n Porto Alegre, Brazilcatholic Church and the Anglican Church in
endorsed the statement “Water for Life” with theesotho are full members while the Student
resolution to ‘foster cooperation of churches anthristian Movement in Lesotho and the

ecur_ngnic_al partners on wz_ater concerns throughansformation Resource Center are associate
participation in the Ecumenical Water Network’members.

The EWN has already organized several events with

a focus on water politics, community-basefhe Christian Council of Lesotho'snain focus
initiatives and the human I’Ight to water in Afrida. areas are pover[y reduction, good governance,
November 2005, representatives of churchefender/HIV/AIDS and sustainability/ecumenis m
ecumenical organizations and civil society grougid publicity. The CCL is an affiliated member of
came to together in Machakos, Kenya to attend titee All Africa Conference of Churches (AACC) and
first conference of the emerging network. Duringhe World Council of Churches (WCC). It also a
the World Social Forum in Nairobi, Kenya inmember of Fellowship of Councils of Churches in
January 2007, the EWN organized a series Séuthern Africa (FOCCISA).
workshops, lectures, and a youth concert on water
and climate Change within the ecumenical platforpﬂartici patory Eco|ogica| Land Use Management
of the All-Africa Conference of Churches anQPELUM_Lesotho) is a network of civil society
Caritas Internationalis. organizations working in the area of participatory
ecological land use management. PELUM-Lesotho
In May 2007, over 70 participants from 19 Africans an affiliate of PELUM Association which is a
countries as wellas from Europe and Latin AmeriGagional network of civil society organizations in
met in a conference in Entebbe, Uganda, which Wagst and Southern Africa. The headquarters of the
jointly organized by the Secretariat of the EWNRELUM Association are based in Lusaka, Zambia.
All-Africa Conference on Churches, Uganda Joint
Christian Council, and the Agency for Cooperatiopg| UM-Lesotho key strategies are information
and Research in Development. sifting and dissemination, campaign, advocacy and
lobbying, networking capacity building. Currently
At this conference held Entebbe it was decided toE| UM-Lesotho has a membership of 37 civil
have a follow-up workshop in Lesotho focusing osociety organizations. PELUM-Lesotho works to
advocacy for water for all. In many of thenhance the capacities of member organizations in
presentations and discussions about access to Wiigtking towards sustainable local community
in Africa, participants found that there was a negidelihoods and empowered small scale farmers.
to speak up for more responsible and just
governance and management of the continente conference was organized jointly by the
water resources. Ecumenical Water Network, the Christian Council
of Lesotho and PELUM (Lesotho). In Lesotho a
The Ecumenical Water Network therefore held 12ocal Organizing Committee was established to
conference in Maseru, Lesotho from 21-24 Aprrepare for the conference. This committee



contributed to the development of the conferende Day 1 - Opening
program and methodology, and assisted in the

planning, preparation and implementation of thel.

conference. Organizing Committee

The Local

consisted of:

Opening address by Archbishop B.
Mohlalisi. O.M.I.

The conference was opened by Archbishop B.

1. Ms. 'Masebolelo Ramokhele - CCL Mohlalisi O.M.I of the Roman Catholic
2. Ms. Gladys Faku - PELUM (Lesotho) Archdiocese of Maseru. The Archbishop passed
3. Mr. Moshe Ts’ehlo - PELUM (Lesotho) warm greetings from the Christian Council of
4. Mr. Seeisa Mokitimi - CCL Lesotho (CCL) and the entire Christian community
5. Mr. Seabata Makoae - CCL in Lesotho to the conference participants. He
6. Mr. Peter Potjo - CCL indicated that it was indeed a great priviege and
7. Mr. Monaheng Mahlakeng honor to welcome all the participants and that he
- Survivors of Lesotho Dams (SOLD) hoped they would enjoy the rest of their stay ia th
8. Mr. Lenka Thamae lovely Mountain kingdom.
- Transformation Resource Centre (TRC) .
9. Mr. T. Mokhathahali - CCL
10. Ms Mojabeng Nkoko
- EWN Conference Coordinator
11. Ms Maleshoane Sekorobele
- PELUM (Lesotho)
12. Ms Valeria Lesofe - Catholic Conference
of Justice and Peace (CCJP)
13. Dr. None Mokitimi - National University

of Lesotho (Conference Moderator)

The Committee worked closely with Ms Maike
Gorsboth from the Secretariat of the Ecumenica
Water Network in Geneva, Switzerland.

The conference rapporteurs were Mrs ‘Makhabelf
Seleso and Ms Mosebatho ‘Mabathoana.

Archbishop Mohlalisi pointed out that Lesotho had
been hailed as one of the very few countries
worldwide that had developed a multibillion project
on water dams in the highlands of Lesotho. A very
large portion of this water was being transferred t
the surrounding economic giant South Africa to
serve the Free State and Gauteng Provinces. The
construction of these dams has in many respects
changed the lives of many Basotho as they had to
be resettled and large areas of grazing land aldd wi
life were consumed by the reservoirs and related
activities.

The Archbishop reminded the conference that there
are many parts of the world where water is a rare
commodity and that there are places in our
continent today where it is easier for you to get a
bottle of beer than it is to get a glass of cleaten
Some expect that in the next few decades water
scarcity might become a major cause of regional
and global conflicts and even wars. We have
already witnessed in various parts of the world how
drought and flooding have become catastrophic to
life and creation owing to Global Warming.



Archbishop Mohlalisi expressed his hope that this3.
conference shall not be a sterile gathering butitha
would come up with practicable programmes of

Opening Remarks
Dr None Mokitimi,
Conference Moderator

action that will help the Church to speak in one
prophetic voice for this invaluable gift of GodDr None Mokitimi welcomed everybody to the

united for peace and justice for all humanity.

The Archbishop explained that he had been asked®@&CL), the Participatory Ecological

conference on behalf of the Ecumenical Water
Network (EWN), the Christian Council of Lesotho
Land Use

welcome the participants, however he had no dolanagement (PELUM-Lesotho) and the Local
that they had already been made to feel at home ®@rsganizing Committee (LOC). A special welcome
the people of Lesotho. He wished the participaotswas extended to the international participants, the
have enjoyable deliberations throughout the weeklinternational Reference Group of the EWN and the

1.2. Opening Prayer

EWN Secretariat from Switzerland.

He wished the participants a fruitful conferencel an
expressed the hope that the meeting’ outcomes
would lead to more of the poor people of Africa
gaining improved access to water. He urged
participants to take the opportunity of joining the
field trips so that they could experience the “Roof
of Africa”.

1.4. Objectives of the workshop

Dr None Mokitimi gave an overview over the
contents and objectives of the workshop:

Review the concept of access to water as a
human right and the role of churches and

The conference started with an opening prayer
service prepared by the Theological Committee of
the Christian Council of Lesotho. The Theological
Committee consisted of Rev. Ft. T. Mariti, Ms. N.

Ralise and Rev. Thabang Moletsane.

The Bible readings were from:
Isaiah 41: 17-20

Psalm 29

Revelations 22: 1-5, 7, 17-21
John 10:10-14.

Rev. Fr Mariti delivered the sermon in which he
spoke about water as God’s gift and raised the
responsibility of churches to lobby those in power
to provide water to the poor as a basic human .right
The prayer service closed with the Lord’s Prayer.

civil society organizations in assisting the
poor to achieve access to water

Review the impacts of big dams on
affected communities and the environment
Review the processes of policy
formulation and the importance of
transparency and participation in decision
making

Look at the current debate on pre-paid
water meters in South Africa in order to
deepen our understanding of the human
right to water

Have field visits that will contribute to a
better understanding of the situation of
communities in Lesotho that are affected
by the construction of big dams, droughts
and lacking access to water

Focus on the case of Lesotho to illustrate
and discuss the need for policies that
prioritize human development and
sustainable development

" Dr None Mokitimi is agricultural economist and helal
position as Senior Lecturer at the Faculty of Agftige atthe
National University of Lesotho.



Dr Mokitimi explained that the conference aimed td..6. Under the Spell of the Heart's

provide answers to the following questions: Musings - Keynote Addre ss
What can be done at the local and national Mr. Paul Leshota,
levelto work on the right to water? National University of Lesotho
What needs to be done to enable local
churches and local civil society The keynote address was given by Mr. Paul Leshota
organizations to take up such work? from the Department of Theology and Religious
In what ways is it possible to create Studies, the National University of Lesotho. Mr.

capacities to document violations of the Leshoto’s address was entitlédnder the Spell of
right to water and to monitor the relevant the Heart's Musings: Towards a Responsible

government policies? Ecological Stewardship”.

What resources are needed to start a

meaningful right to water work at the Mr. Leshota presented his reflections on the curren

local, regional and/or national level? situation of a global water crisis in the light tfe

familiar biblical story of the birth of Moses. He

Expected outcomes: highlighted that, in concert with the perspective

Have an action plan on how to advocate adopted by the Ecumenical Water Network, the

for access to water by the poor issue of the water crisis could not be resolved in

Have concrete commitments by each isolation from sanitation and the protection of the

organization/country on how they are environment.
going take up the advocacy work
Have concrete plans on how they are to Mr Leshota underlined the complex, fragmented,
approach the work at national, regional andiverging and sometimes even conflicting nature of
international level the dynamics at play in any discussion about
ecological issues in general and water in particula
He proposed that economy and ecology, the
1.5. Programme & Committees survival of humankind and the natural world’s
survival were not mutually exclusive.
For the full programme of the conference please
refer toAppendix | Mr. Leshota argued that the church, especially the
African church, ought to reclaim its power and
The three field trips that were going to take place voice; embrace the struggle for holistic ecology as
the third day of the conference were highlightegart of its mission through prophesying, advocating
Mr. Moshe Ts’ehlo (PELUM Lesotho) gave a briefor and with, and restoring the voice to the people
presentation on the field trips. Mr. Ts'ehloso that they may use their God given right to
explained that there were going to be field trips frticulate their concerns.
Katse dam, Mohale dam and Ha Thetsane on the
outskirts of Maseru. The purpose of the trips te tiiscussion:
dams was to see the dams as well as visit people
affected by the construction of the dams. Tha the discussion some participants highlighted tha
purpose of the visit to Ha Thetsane was to see htve church often seemed to be encouraging docility
pre-paid water meters worked and talk to the locahd was not pushing for active participation in

community who are using these meters. taking up issues or rights. It was mentioned that
governments are responsible for the well-being of
Conference Statement Drafting Committee the people and the management of life, the economy

The conference selected a committee to draft thed development as they are in a position to make
conference statement. The committee comprised rlicies and decisions on natural resources. Many
Asa Elfstrom (Church of Norway & EWN participants thought that the church needed to be
Reference Group), Mr. Arthur Shoo (All Africaconvinced of its mandate to take up water issues
Council of Churches & EWN Reference Group}hrough advocacy rather than identifying primarily
Peter Potjo (Christian Council of Lesotho & LOC)with the paradigm of ‘quiet diplomacy’.

Nts’iuoa Ralise (Christian Council of Churches &

LOC), Charles Agboklu (Evangelical PresbyteriaMr. Leshota responded that advocacy could be both
Church of Ghana), Robert Kubonza, (Nationakactive (e.g campaigns after the resettlement of

Association of Professionalpeople displaced by the construction of dams) or
Environmentalists/Africa River Network), Ireneproactive (e.g. taking on board campaigns initiated
Mwasaga (Christian Council of Tanzania) by the Transformation Resource Centre of Lesotho

and the Christian Council of Lesotho). He
suggested that the church should assess the
approach that is needed to tackle a particulareissu



depending on the issue a proactive approach may be .
called for or quiet diplomacy may be deployed, or
both paradigms may be used.

Many local churches are only now beginning to talk

about ecology and social development. It was

suggested that if the church was to move beyond
"ambulance theology" (reacting to events after they
have happened) it needed to be empowered to
solicit support from other knowledgeable groups so
that it would be able to raise its voice.

Participants also discussed the churches' applicati

of theology. Mr. Leshota explained that the

paradigm of anthropocentricism (man ruling over
all creation, all creation subdued to his wishead h

been set in the Bible in the Book of Genesis, and
the church had not done anything to move from this
paradigm, which has had an adverse effect on
nature. The church can rethink its theology to
pursue other paradigms such as physio-centrism
where nature rules over man, or theo-centrism,

Populations have increased, and are
competing for the same 0.01% of the water
resources that are accessible freshwater.
70% of freshwater resources are being
used in agriculture

In many cases, enormous profits are being
generated at the expense of the
environment and the poor. The promise of
economic development leading to better
lives for the poor does often not come true
as the gains are not being reinvested for
the benefit of affected communities and
the poor.

Instead of being prioritized, the poorest
access to water is often threatened by
discriminating practices. For example, in
the Kibera settlement in Kenya, the
poorest' access to water is rationed during
the summer period when water is scarcest
so that higher income areas can have water
twenty-four hours a day.

letting all creation be equal. Ms. Gorsboth explained that the EWN was an
ecumenical project initiated by a broad range of
A participant highlighted that human-inducegrganizations and churches that have a commitment
climate change was severely affecting thg water challenges and their effects on human life
distribution of water with an adverse effect on the
ecology and people’s agricultural livelihoods. Thehe aim of EWN is to promote the preservation,
concern was raised that the market-orientegsponsitﬂe management and the equitable
economies pursue the for-profit utilization ofjistribution of water to all by showing solidarity
natural resources, including water, most of whicljith affected communities and addressing the
are not renewable. problems and conflicts related to water by:
promoting community-based initiatives
and solutions to overcome the water crisis;
protecting water as a gift of God and
advocating for water as a human right at
the local, regional and international level.

It was furthermore suggested that issues of water
should be contextualized around the following
issues: globalization; climate change; HIV/AIDS;
and poverty

The conference in Lesotho is a follow-up from the
meeting in Entebbe in 2007 where participants
affrmed to co-operate in a network in order to

) ] advocate for and faciltate community-based
Ms. Maike Gorsboth from the Secretariat of the

Ecumenical Water Network (EWN) in Geneva
Switzerland made a presentation of the work arf
activities of the EWN. After giving her thanks td
the conference’s Local Organizing Committeg
(LOC) for the organization of the conference, M
Gorsboth proceeded to present some of the practi
and ethical challenges related to water and atoes s
water: "

1.7. The Ecumenical Water Network
Ms. Maike Gorsboth, EWN

e

Less than 0.01% of the worlds water ic
accessible fresh water
300 million people struggle to survive
without access to safe water in Sub-Sahag}
Africa alone i
Every 15 seconds, a chid dies due t}
water-related illnesses A



approaches. This conference should aim far life and be committed to solidarity, a cultw®

developing concrete work plans that will aim tequal rights for men and women, and love for one

address the challenges. Ms Gorsboth thanked #rether.

participants for coming and contributing to this

effort. Rev. Kheekhe challenged the conference
participants: When talking about the church, are we
talking about the church as a challenger or the

1.8. The Lesotho Highlands Water project: church as a comforter? He explained that a church
A Challenge to the Mission and as a comforter is a churdbr the people, one that
Ministry of the Church and Faith- concentrates on the spiritual wellbeing and not on
based Organizations in Lesotho the developmental well being. On the other hand,
Rev. Lebohang Kheekhe, the church as a challenger is a chus€the people,
National University of Lesotho a church that critiques and asks questions. It is a

church that advocates for development.
The Reverend Father Lebohang Kheekhe from the
Department of Theology and Religious StudieRev. Kheekhe closed by saying that with all the
National University of Lesotho, made a presentatidtarmoil that is going on in the world, it is timbeét
entitled ‘Lesotho Highlands Water project (Lesoththe church became onef the people, challenging
Dams): A Challenge to the Mission and Ministripjustices. One such challenge is the water iskae t
(Advocacy role) of the Church and Faith-baseldas been brought on by the construction of the
Organizations in Lesotho” LHWP dams. Rev. Khekhe asked the church break
its silence by leading the community into action
Rev. Kheekhe explained that the central purposein$tead of being led into action.
his presentation was to provide both encouragement
and direction to caring institutions such as tHeiscussion:
Church and faith-based organizations for active and
ongoing advocacy for justice and fairness in relati Several participants confirmed that the church
to the right to water, particularly on the issudld should not accept that politics were not its busine
Lesotho Highlands Water Project (LHWP). and that both silent diplomacy and proactive
advocacy were valid approaches to be used by the
church.

The role of churches in Lesotho during the building
of the project was specifically discussed. Rev.
Kheekhe explained that in the case of the Katse
dam, it had been mainly South African civil society
(trade unions and environmental groups) that tried
to block its building foreseeing the challengest tha
would result. The ecumenical society was
represented by the South African churches only.
The Highlands Church Solidarity Action Group in
Lesotho that had analyzed the treaty between
Lesotho and South Africa, the issues of resettlémen
and compensation, and the environmental impact of

He highlighted that the LHWP had had adverdBe entire project at the beginning of the project,
environmental and social effects. People have bframe defunct and also did not have very strong
displaced as a result of the building of the damd allnks to the Christian Council of Lesotho.

in many cases the displaced people have not been o

fully compensated. Rev. Kheekhe argued that whfgh€ of the participants challenged the group by
the dams were supposed to benefit the Basoftfing whether Lesotho, given its governance and
people, they are experiencing severe power CUQQJItICS,_ wo_uld make bett_er use of its water ifvihs
food shortage, and many do not have access to Tt Selling it to South Africa. It was highlighteldat
water that is available. He stated that there wa Aumber of issues have to be addressed to get to

serious mismanagement with regard to the use!Bg heart of the matter, including governance, and
the money received from the dams. that the involvement of communities and other

relevant stakeholders in political decision-making
Reverend Kheekhe called out to the churches ft8d to be ensured.
carry out our mission of advocacy, and develop a

global ethic to prevent chaos, dictatorship and
instability. Churches should clearly show respect




1.9. Water challenges and the work of the government in addition to providing service to

churche s and civil society the needy.
Mr. Seeisa Mokitimi,
Christian Council of Lesotho It was highlighted that ecumenical networking is

not new to Lesotho. Immediately after the signing
Mr. Seeisa  Mokitimi, Poverty Reductionof the water treaty, CCL and other faith-based
Programmes Officer, Christian Council of Lesothorganisation took up the challenges brought about
(CCL) focused in his presentation on the role @& thby the construction of the dams. One of the
CCL in the provision of water to communities sincehallenges is to go back and investigate why the
1976. He divided the time since then into two partsarly networks failed and see whether their revival
1976-1996 when the CCL was actuallys possible.
implementing water projects, and 2002-2008 when
CCL started to address development issues fronDae of the participants remarked that the issue of
rights-based approach. water should not be looked at only from the

developmental angle but also from the spiritual
In the field of water, health and sanitation theLCCangle. By denying people water, one is also denying
commissioned two programmes in 1976. They weteem their spiritual well-being. Humankind has
the Southern Mountain Water project (SMWPJone great harm to the environment and the church
which responded to water needs of communities hias been silent. It was time that the church tdwk t
the mountain areas specifically along the Sengide of creation and took measures to protect it.
(Orange) River valley. By 1996, 50 hamlets an@hallenges should be looked at and they may
villages of 5,000 households or 25,000 people werelude politics. Is the church ready to take up
provided with clean drinking water. The other watguolitical agendas?
programme was the Village Water Development
Project (WWDP) which catered for the lowland
areas, namely the dry regions of Mafetend,10. Water for Life: Identifying challenges
Mohale’s Hoek, Quthing and parts of peri-urban and sharing experiences
Maseru. A total of 1,750 households or 8,750
people benefited from the project. Participants were divided into five groups

consisting of 8-9 people. Each group was given the
During the 1986-1987 drought when people andskto

animals were dying because of lack of drinkindi) share challenges regarding access to water

water in Mohale’s Hoek district, the CCL launched by the poor in their respective countries,

a Drought Rehabilitation Project which installed and

over 30 hand pumps to save 900 households. (ii) compare how the different organizations
represented in the groups were addressing

The CCL discontinued implementation of water these challenges

projects around 1996 when the maintenance of the

old systems and the building of new ones werBach group selected its chairperson and rapporteur.
becoming too costly for the church. An agreemernBroups were given 20 minutes for the group

was reached with the Government’s Department dliscussion after which each group was given 5
Village Water Supply (VWS) to take over theminutes to present its report.

various water projects.

Since 2002 the CCL has embarked on a rights-
based approach to development with lobbying and
advocacy at its centre. Mr Mokitimi explained that
CCL believes that the voice of the Church must
make sure that water is accessible and affordable t
all and should not be privatized and sold at the
expense of the poor.

Discussion:

Mr Mokitimi clarified during the discussion thateh
reason for moving towards rights-based advocacy
was partly found in the lack of financial resources
for the church to provide the needed water services
by itself. This made it necessary to target andyjob



(cont. 1.10) Summary: Challenges commonly identifie

Water infrastructure benefits those in
urban areas whilst the poor in rural areas
are left to devise their own mechanisms to
access water, e.g through bore holes.
Those living in rural areas are often left to
depend on unsafe water, or water from
communal pumps and wells.

The burden of fetching water in poor rural
areas is borne by the girl child, denying her
a further right to education and the
enjoyment of her childhood.

Maintenance of water infrastructure in

rural areas is poor or non-exstent, denying
communities fresh running water and
exposing themto reservoirs that have
become dirty and carry water borne
diseases.

d by the five groups

Privatisation of water makes it expensive
and difficult for the poor to have access to
it. If they do not have the money to
purchase bottles or buckets of water, they
must travel great distances to access it
fromthe nearest source.

Water policies and legislation do not meet
the needs of the poor people and their
human right to have clean fresh water.

Communities living around dam projects
have no access to the water that is around
them — they have been failed by treaties
that have been signed by their
governments.



(cont. 1.10) Water for Life: Identifying challenges

and sharing experiences - Detailed resultsby grou  ps

Members/ Country:

Challenges of access to water for

the poor

Addressing the challenges

GROUP 1
1. Michael Windfuhr / Germany
2. Maryleen Micheni (Chair) /
Kenya

3. Peter Potjo (Rapporteur)/
Lesotho

4. Christian Johannessen /
Norway

5. Robert Kugonza / Uganda
6. Mary Katushabe / Uganda
7. ltumeleng Rantaoleng /
Lesotho

- Lack of accessto information on water

Women and children travel long distances to relaetwiater sources

Use of poor technologies that do not promote edjsaiibution of water

Industrial pollution

People displaced by dams

Threat of pre-paid meters

Cost of connecting water to poor urban households

lllegal immigrants facing the problem of lack oftembecause they cannot claim social services
Lack of accessto water from big dam projects

PELUM has set up resource centres where the cortyn
can access information

Lobby the government to install public taps at tsro)
distances (CCL)
Using appropriate technology for domestic rainwg
harvesting and advocating the government to dostime
(ACORD)

Advocating national environment management auhg
(ARM)
Advocating investors and the govemment to comper|
victims of dams (ARM)

uni

iter

GROUP 2

1. Arthur Shoo / Tanzania

2. Augustine Mwaimu

(Chairperson) / Tanzania

3. Nts'iuoa Ralise (Rapporteur

Lesotho

4. Rev.Thabang E Moletsane
/ Lesotho

5. Dawit Kebede / Ethiopia

6. Joseph Kilele / Kenya

-

No access to water for some rural areas as there sfrastructure. They depend on rain water aditional
water sources

Lack of resources or knowledge to extract watenfepurceshamess or harvest rain water. Storagetef is
another problem

Sustainability of existing water projects difficulecause of wrong technology, lack of spare p&u&d, or no
skilled personnelto do maintenance work

Policies and funds may be allocated by govemmettirbplementation is not done because people wetg
involved in the planning and so ownership is lagkin

Depletion of water sources due to environmentatatiagion. Policies to protect water sources magt éit
enforcement is lacking e.g rich people might buyemaource and leave people down stream with nerveat]
polluwed water

Privatization makes it expensive forthe poor &g thave to buy water from kiosks

Women and girls travel long distances to collecttewahus reducing activities for social and ecorm
development. Girls are further hindered from atirg@dchool and exposed to assault and molestation

East Africa

mi

Churches supply water for ruralfemote areas. Tinaylve
communities and ensure sustainability through eraging
payment of fees andtraining oftechnicians

Village water policies should include village commities,
training, planning and budgeting,
ownership

NGOs and churches provide regular training and
management, protection of water sources, plantéest and
generally enhance empowerment for own projectsrel s
need for this approach o be practiced even in govemt
projects

thus encouraging

and

GROUP 3

1. Doo Aphane / Swaziland

2. Makoae Masopha / Lesotho
3. Molefi Ndlovu (Rapporteur)
South Africa

4. Aphiud Kiriamburi/ Kenya
5. Aminiel Mungure
(Chairperson) / Tanzania

6. Godfrey Watalaze / Tanzani
7. Monaheng Mahlakeng /
Lesotho

8. Mpolai Mosoeunyane /
Lesotho

Water is being privatize and this results in wéatgng more difficult for the poor to access byploer

Most people in the vicinity of dams still have tallwlong distances to camy water from streams vaie often
unclean

During drought seasons are hardest hit, they dbaat money to buy bottled water from shops

Girl learners are at a disadvantage, they havbulden of carrying water at the expense oftheication
Female teachers are also limited from teachingiialrareas vilages because of lack of hygienesandation
systems

Infections from water borne diseases continuefiectafhe poor more than all the others

In Lesotho, poor people still do not know theihtigito running water and they cannot do much toatehthis
right

Water infrastructure encourages unequal accesatt viDistant communities are forced to choosed®mtvelean
waterthat is far an dirty river water that is near

In Lesotho, the North East region enjoys betteeseto water and is less inclined to conserve thé Souther
regions, people have to settle for poor qualityewat

The distribution and development of piped wat enaistr ucture remains bias to urban commercial centre
Politicians remain heavily influential towards conmity access to water infrastructure using it todi ‘his
constituency’ or usingit asa campaign strategy

Legislative framework remains unequal and incoasistpoor people left to devise their own initiasvto reach
water e.g bore holes

In Kenya, water vendors manipulate absence of watgrofit from sales. Often they bribe and corrigatal

leaders

OBSERVATION:

We need to ‘unpack’ the notion of “the poor”. Rathee
should consider all forms of social exclusion asamifestation
of poverty e.g with
disabled/challenged, the unemployed, urban vs ramal all
economically excluded.

regard to women, the physica

lly




GROUP 4

1.Dunstan Ddamulira
(Chairperson) /
Uganda

2. Oscar Maphuroane /
Lesotho

3. Francis N’gambi / Malawi
4. Irene Mwasaga
(Rapporteur) /Tanzania

5. Derese Kassu / Ethiopia
6. Dan Le Cordeur / South
Africa

7. Paul Leshota / Lesotho

Atthe city centres water is available while in tioeal areasthere is no water

Engineers are based in the cities and rural aredsfawithout these professionals

Most of protocols/agreements are not implementedas ofthe SADC countries

There is no consistency in the application of watdities in the region

Multinationals are more powerful than governmenis eountries

There is no political will from leaders to bendfie people

The communities in rural areas are scattered wiestits in difficuties to access water services

The girl-child is forced to drop out of school tallwlong distances to fetch water

In Butha-Buthe, Lesotho, foreign companies exglod communities by owning the hot springs in
area, forcingthe locals to travel long distancefetch water

he-

No compensation from the govemment to the comriesnétfter exploiting the water source and dlvemlng-

it to the city centres. There is no democracy isdtleo, no one can raise their voice to have tissses
addressed
Unequal distribution of water sources

Corruption which results in the construction of pgoality water systems

CCL managed to provide water to the communi
(about 51, 950 people)

CCL lobbied govemment to fix eight out of ten wal
pumps

All the countries in the group empowered commusii
in their areas to take up water issues

EJN conducted research on the distribution andeusé
water inthe region

Lobbying and advocacy with the SADC secretariakt
place

Working with FBOs on water related issues

In Ethiopia, access to water was improved by

construction of bore holes and springs

Access and monitor policy implementation to imprd
accountability

ies

DO

the

GROUP 5

1. Gladys Faku (Chairperson
/ Lesotho

2. Retselisitsoe Matsepe /
Lesotho

3. Albert Kwabi / Ghana
4. Angelika Laub / South
Africa

5. John Essobe /
Cameroon

6. Penina Reveta
(Rapporteur) /Tanzania

Poor people have no accessto clean and safe Watedistributed by pipesto the urban areasitepthe
rural poor using water from wells, springs andnsve

There is no cleaning or maintenance of infrastmachut in place 15-20 years ago

Ignorance in boiling and treating drinking waterkas most of the rural poor vulnerable to diseasels
as cholera

Poor people living in urban areas have no accesstter from pipes. In order to access it they haveay
high prices (the equivalent of 1 south African Ramel twenty litre container

Most ofthe rural areas have no access to watt at

A 10km traveling distance affects poor people imteof time consumed and inability to pursue of
economic activities

Ittakes too long for water departments to repairewinfrastructure when it breaks or is destroyed
Pollution of water from mining affects the ruralggonhose main sources of getting water are spri
wells and rivers

Prepaid system of water ill affect poor people waonot afford to pay for water

Limitations in accessing funds for undertaking watrejects in rural areas

Some people prefer use of river water even if thergiped water and tanks around them. Thi
associated with social and cultural behaviour ahen gathering at such sources

Girl students and female teachers absent themstbmsschool during their monthly menstrual cyc
due to lack of sanitary facilties

her

ngs

is

les

Students use most oftheir time fetching wateeindbf studying

The church, working with other faith bas

pd

organizations has to undertake advocacy campamns t

create awareness that prepaid water meters ar@a
solution forthe people

Churches and governments have intiated
construction of water pumps in various public areas
Churches, organizations and governments sh|
construct water tanks for rain water harvesting
various public areas

Advocacy and campaigns targeting the rural poo
initiate water projects such as roof rain watevbsing

nhot
the

buld
in

to

Education and information dissemination to the Irfira

poor about availability of funding so that they ¢ap
intothose funds

Extension staff should be used to link communit@
governments to access funding
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2. Day Two (22nd April) - Presentations and source of livelihoods, dwindling of fish and prawn
Discussion industry and disruption of other marine life in and
along the river valley. Other problems caused kg th
The morning prayer and bible study was led by the dams include the increase in water borne diseases,
Theological Committee of the CCL. Ms. Nts’'iuoa accumulation of toxc waste and security problems
Ralise led the service.
The construction of the Cahora Bassa dam displaced
over 57,000 people from their livelihoods and ferth

2.1. Ecological Debt: Dams on the Zambezi construction of Mphanda Nkuwa will displace
River as a source of Ecological Debt another 2,000 people down the river.
for the people of Mozambique
Mr. Francis N'gambi, FOCCISA / The Portuguese government still takes a very strong
Economic Justice Network stand that it can only handover ownership of thm da

if the government of Mozambique repays in full a
The Economic Justice Network of FOCCISAdebt of US$2 billion incurred in the constructioh o
(Fellowship of Christian Councils in East andhe dam and for loss of revenue incurred during the
Southern Africa) has investigated the social arl®75 to 1986 Civii War in the country. The
ecological impact of the dams along the Zambegiotracted disagreement over the ownership of the
River, which is the most "dammed" river in AfricaCahora Bassa dam has influenced the government of
with more than 30 large dams, on the Mozambigudozambique to plan the construction of the Mphanda
people. This study was aimed at raising awarenessNkuwa Dam which, if implemented, will further
the impacts of the construction of mega-projects @xacerbate the ecological problems down the river.
poor countries especially when communities who
will be affected are not fully consulted. In thiase, In as far as development for the people of
the research focused on dams on the Zambezi RiMdigzambique is concerned; Cahora Bassa Dam plays
in particular, the Cahora Bassa Dam and the famcaivery minimal role. Despite producing the cheapest
Mphanda Nkuwa Dam, which the Mozambiguelectricity in the world, over 80 percent of the
Government intends to construct in the near future. electricity is exported to South Africa and
Zimbabwe, and only about 20 percent is utilized in
The Zambezi River is the most dammed river iMozambique. Yet, the ecological impacts are felt by
Africa having more than 30 large dams. This hake indigenous people in the country.
resulted in loss of the river's natural memory legd
to serious ecological and environmental problen®ummary of conclusions
down the river valley. Studies and research work

done so far on the Cahora Bassa Dam indicate teked and disregard for the sustainable use of the
the dam has caused considerable environmenf@lmhezi River demonstrated by other influential
impact on the river itself as well as to peoplény countries has lead and is leading Mozambique into a
along the banks of the river and the ecosystemen tserigus ecological crisis. The governments of

river basin, especially on the floodbased agricmltuPonugm and South Africa owe Mozambique an
and fishing industries. "ecological debt".

The political and economic furore between the
governments of Mozambique and Portugal over
ownership of the Cahora Bassa Dam should be
resolved in favour of Mozambique in order to stop
the Mozambican government from looking at
construction of Mphanda Nkuwa Hydro-electricity
Dam as the only alternative source of electricityl a
foreign exchange earnings. Mphanda Nkuwa Dam
will be a frivolous expense to its fragile econoamd

will worsen environmental degradation, especially
along the Zambezi River.

Students’ protest against the construction of Mpglhaikuwa ~ |mproved communication between managements of
Dam in 2003, Maputo Mozambique dams on the Zambezi River is the only way to
effectively control erratic floods along the bandk

Management of the dams on the river is poor. Tﬁrée river which_ have caused repeated eco_logical
ematic flood control has led to deepening of walle diS@sters as registered. In 1978, 45 people died an
along the river, disruption of siltation crucialfiood 2another 200,000 were displaced. Additional floods

agriculture systems, thereby affecting peop|egccurred in 1997 and again in 2000, when thousands
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of people died in the worst floods ever to occur iB.2. The Policies and Politics of Damsin
Mozambique. Much of the flooding problem is a Africa
result of the poor communication between the dams. Robert Kugonza,
African Rivers Network

Efforts to re-establish the natural flow and floogli
of the Zambezi River or simulating the original gedn Africa, hydro-dams have been developed in the
nature of the river will not wholly solve theguise to eradicate poverty and spur development.
ecological impact done to the river over the yealhese dams were usually built for water supply,
without concerted efforts of many stakeholdelisrigation and hydropower. However, over the years
including the civil society. these dams often have had little or no impact on

poverty eradication and development. Poverty still
The Mozambican government should come up withrages on the continent; communities are continyousl
water act to protect future misuse of its waterslevh displaced and impoverished; the dams themselves
finding lasting solutions to sort out the ecologicdhave failed to provide the badly needed water and
impact left by the large dams on Zambezi River. Oredectricity and have drasticaly degraded the
approach could be to demand from its financi@nvironment and peoples’ cultures and livelihoods.
debtors, Portugal and South Africa, to compens&akbeir enormous costs and consequences are usually
for their ecological debt towards Mozambique. passed on from generation-to-generation.

Facilitating the sharing of experience regarding ttbams are not only being looked at as the magic
hardships faced by those people displaced by teergy solution for Africa by African governments
dams would be a powerful way to influence thalone, they have also been pushed by regional ®Jock
government of Mozambique to reconsider theontinental initiatives and global trends. Thesensla
construction of the new dam at Mphanda Nkuwa. are usually financed by International Finance
Institutions (IFIs) e.g. the World Bank, African
Discussion: Development Bank, European Investment Bank and
others all who are out to make money not necegsaril

Participants debated whether national governmers alleviate poverty. Now, China and Japan have
had the possibiity of holding multinationalioined the scene with greater negative impactshen t

companies accountable, for example, by taking thesAntinent.
to court. While big multinational companies often ) o
seem too powerful, there are examples of casedr @ long time the process of dams construction in

where they have been successfully held accountaB@ny African countries has been entirely dependant
for their actions. on a top-down decision making processes by

governments who single-handedly assess the need for
the dams, the location and identify the dam

In |ndia, a village council took Coca Cola to Coulaevek)pers_ The decisions are not par[icipatory
and succeeded in one court instance with a judgmeyither are they questionable.

that at least limited the amount of groundwater the

company was allowed to use during drought time$he political use of dams as symbols of economic
An American company has been sued by families gfogress and wide-spread corruption have often lead
twenty trade unionists who were murdered ify compromised decision-making. Rather than being
Paraguay as a result of arms having been exposteddyyulated and guided by adequate policies, the
this company to the country. Another example isonstruction of dams has been poliicised.
Ecuador where its indigenous people sued thByijonmental Impact Assessements (EIAs) are often
American company Texaco for the damage it did faerely conducted as a formality to reduce civic
the environment as a result of oil spilages. Thftessure. The frequent absence of adequate and
people of Ecuador won their case. informed civil society involvement in decision-
making regarding development initiatives continues

One participant commented that South Africa h4@ undermine the needs of society, protection ef th
become a corridor for multinational companies. Fgtublic interest and lead to adverse ecological and
example, American franchises that establish&§0nomical impacts.

themselves in South Africa (KFC, McDonalds etc ) ) ) ]
can now be found all over SADC. It was suggest diere is fear that large mfrast_ructufe prOJe_ctsﬂ wi
that we address multinationals to encourage them/ g’ be further promoted for regional integrationd a

undertake projects that will benefit locals and idvothat increased resource exploitation for export
unfair resettlement of displaced people markets at the expense of individual poor countries

needs and aspirations will continue to be encouwtage
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Recommendations: or the Panama Canal. Of course, the debtor stil
owes us the money-and another country is added
The World Commission on Dams (WCD) to ourglobalempire.”
recommendations should be considered as a basis for (Prologue Pg XVII, Confessions of an Economic
developing policy guidelines for dams development Hitman, John Perkins, 2005 Ebury Press)
in Africa. They include that a variety of stakehers
need to be involved when large dams are beiSpme participants agreed that this excerpt reftecte
considered. what was happening in Africa, particularly in the
construction of dams and other large infrastructure
Particularly with climate change in Africa becoming’he concern was raised that governments often
an important risk factor for energy development aaicked technical capacity to negotiate investments.
water supply, other options such as geothernidbwever, the lack of democracy and resulting poor
energy etc. must be explored in order to guaraategovernance was highlighted as one possible cause at
sustainable energy and water supply for Africathe root of the discussed problems. It was sugdeste
countries. Declining lake levels are already affert that as advocates we should look critically at é&rad
energy production at Ugandas and Ghanafnd the motivation behind signing treaties. What s
hydroelectric dams, triggering frequent power cutbe benefit to leaders to take on projects evengho
and load shedding in the country. Yet many planndtsey are aware of all the negative impacts and
continue to underrate the impact of climate change.implications?

Complaint mechanisms available in the World Bank
(WB) and African Development Bank (AfDB) 2.3. Damsin Lesotho
should be made use of. Mr. Monaheng Mahlakeng,
Survivors of Lesotho Dams (SOLD)
Discussion:
Mr. Mahlakeng explained that Survivors of Lesotho
After the presentation, Mr Arthur Shoo read aBPams (SOLD) was an association of people who
excerpt from a book, ‘Confessions of an Economitave been affected by the construction of dams in
Hitman’ Lesotho. He stressed that access to water and
sanitation is a human right. All people are enditte
“..We are an elite group of men and womehave access to water in order to meet their basic
who utilize international financial organisationdiuman needs. Mr. Mahlakeng explained that SOLD
to foment conditions that make other nationtherefore calls for:

subservient to the corporatocracy running our . Access to water for productive use by the
biggest corporations, our government, and our rural and urban poor which is essential for
banks. Like our counterparts in the Mafia, EHMs sustainable livelihoods at the household
[Economic Hitmen] provide favors. These take level.

the form of loans to develop infrastructure — .  Universal access to free water resources
electric generating plants, highways, ports, with at least 50-60 litres per person per day
airports or industrial parks. A condition of such as a minimum quantity.

loans is that engineering and construction

companies from our own country [Americal]SOLD rejects the privatization of water services,
must build all these projects. In essence mostg¥nitation and water resources. It also rejects cos
the money never leaves the United States; itrigcovery as the main basis for effective water
simply transferred from banking offices inprogrammes. Rather, to ensure the equitable and jus
Washington to engineering offices in New Yorkmanagement and delivery of water services the

Houston or San Francisco. following needs standards should be met:

] ] - People affected by decisions must be part of
Despite the fact that the money is returned the decision making process.
almost immediately to corporations that are . There must be clear lines of accountability
members of the corporatocracy (the creditor), the by service providers to those they serve.
recipient country is required to pay it all back, . There must be skills transfer and

principal plus interest. If an EHM is completely
successful, the loans are so large that the debtor

is forced to default on its payments after a feyir pmanlakeng noted that delayed compensation had
years. When this happens, then like the Mafia ey, ersely affected sharecropping systems and host
demand our pound of flesh. This often includgg;mmunities had refused to develop partnerships

one or more of the following: control overuin resettled people, arguing that they did noteha
United Nations votes, the installation of m|I|tarymoney_

bases, or access to precious resources such as oil

development
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SOLD demands the following:

- annual and Ilump sum compensation
immediately with interest as required by law
development and training from L.H.D.A to
ensure that the lives of all communities
affected by the LHW.P activities directly
or indirectly are restored by sustainable
livelihoods
access to water and sanitation for the
communities affected by Katse dam
that all communities affected by LHW.P

related activities be sufficiently
compensated
2.4. Damsin Lesotho - A Developmental In the light of this experience, Mr Thamae argued
Challenge that the right to water should be enshrined in the
Mr. Lenka Thamae, nation's constitution and concluded that commusitie
Transformation Resource Centre to be affected must have a right to be consultetiaan

right to participate; affected communities must be
Mr. Thamae highlighted that the Treaty on thgirect beneficiaries of these big projects.
Lesotho highlands water project (between the
government of the Kingdom of Lesotho and the
govemnment of the Republic of South Africap 5. Lesotho Water and Sanitation Policy,
included the provision in Article 7 (18) that the 2007, and the Integrated Water
LHDA was responsible for ensuring that those Resource s Management Strategy
affected by the project " maintain a standardahd Mr. Lira Molapo,
not inferior to that obtaining at the time of first Ministry of Natural Resources
disturbance"

The fifth presentation was entitlédesotho Water
Article 15 of the treaty adds: "The parties agree jnd Sanitation Policy, 2007 and the Integrated Wate
take all reasonable measures to ensure that ﬁ&ources Management Strateg)b’y Mr. Lira
implementation, Opel’ation and maintenance of t'“&ﬂapO, Principa| Environment Officer, Water
Project are compatible with the protection of th€ommission, Ministry of Natural Resources. His

exsting quality of the environment and, in pari&y presentation covered the following salient points o
shall pay due regard to the maintenance of tgter policy in Lesotho

welfare of persons and communities immediately
affected by the Project.” Mr Molapo presented the principles that constitute

the basis for the recent development of water pslic
Mr. Lenka Thamae argued that LHDA had not only | esotho:

failed to fulfill the above-mentioned provisionstbu . wateris an economic good
had also failed to achieve participatory and . \wateris a finite resource
sustainable development. He highlighted that
showing the downtrend in the lives of communities
affected by LHWP, the Country’s Ombudsman 2003
and 2006 reports had revealed that LHDA had done
nothing or very little to restore the livelihoodktbe '

communities. The two reports have a total of about Mol ted what had b d in order t
363 complaints, ranging from unexplained delay i fVoaRy Presenied mhat nac peen cone In orrer

the payment of compensation moneys to the outri rove _Wz_;ltler Rﬁlqur_cef (I;/Ia:jna:(gement aclcor:éng ©
rejection of complaints on the ground that th 1€S€ principles. This included, for example, &Bor

complainants had not followed set procedures ﬁ:ﬁﬂ at %ipatcr:g bU|I(Ijn|rt1§ Ig:esdec'[\cl)\/ra:?:rmulgce)gzirce
making claims for compensation 9 9

Management (IWRM) strategy in 2007, the

Mr Thamae highlighted that the people of LesothoPansion of monitoring networks.
were left out during the design of the project. fhe
were not empowered to participate in a project th
would ultimately change their lives for ever.

Integrated Catchment management
Participatory approach

Public Private Partnerships

Rio principles - Polluter pays principle

the context of access to water and sanitation, M

olapo explained that coverage had been increased.
Besides the management of bulk water storage
facilities, a strategy for water demand management
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was also pursued. Guidelines for private-publiMolapo explained that they had been involved in
partnerships had been drafted and the involveméntsome aspects of the policy-making and that
community councils and the strengthening of locarovisions had been made in the water tariffs golic
authorities promoted. Tariff policies had been put
place including cross-subsidies. Responding to a question concerning the policy on

forestation, Mr Molapo explained that there washsuc
Mr Molapo highlighted that the government o# policy, and that the government was advocatimg fo
Lesotho was also aware and concerned abdudigenous species and against the introduction of
environmental aspects. Efforts in this area inctudexotic species that use a lot of water. Mr Molapo
the development of standards and guidelines fatated that they were also concerned about chemical
aquatic systems, the production of education@rming Lesotho's water resources, and that the
materials, a wetlands management plan, pollutiomtroduction of organic farming was long overdue.
control, and the promotion of cleaner technologies.
He highlighted the importance of dealing withVith regard to the installation of pre-paid water
erosion, environmental degradation, and pollutisn meters and its impact on the poor, Mr Molapo
part of the new Integrated Water Resourgeported that it had been only the rich who are
Management (IWRM) strategy. complaining about the existing tariffs and thatwees

not aware of complaints from other groups.

On the role of civil society organizations, Mr Mpt&
explained that the government saw them as important
partners and tried to account for their views.

2.6. A Human Rights Approach to Water
Issues: current interpretation and
experiencesin application
Mr. Michael Windfuhr, Bread for the World /
Ecumenical Water Network

The global water crisis is being caused by a number
of factors: The overuse and waste of water
particularly in agriculture, pollution, the desttion

of ecosystems, population growth and urbanization,
as well as industrial development. Climate change

Generally, the government was aiming at improvinfyither aggravates the crisis.

sector coordination and pooling of resources ireord ) )

to increase efficiency and minimize duplication oM Windfuhr explained that the past few years have
efforts. Mr Molapo also emphasized the importancétnessed an enormous civil society mobilisation on
of stakeholder involvement in various aspects ¥@ter — and increasingly with a focus on a rights-
water resources management and development. Wi#S€d approach. The reason is that beside physical
regard to the future implementation of the IwRMhOMages and the factors mentioned above, acgess t
strategy from 2007, he stated that IWRM pilot ared¥ater issues are still defined by political dearsio

needed to be selected. )
Mr Windfuhr referred to a number of examples

Discussion: illustrating that often it is not the scarcity ofter
but rather political decisions that deny peopleessc

Challenged to explain why more dams were to 4@ water:

built, threatening to destroy again the lives afstd - New Delhi, India: People are not given
who would have to be resettled, Mr. Molapo access to much needed drinking water - the
explained that it was important for Lesotho to reason is that they are living in non-
construct further dams but that it was essential to registered slums
comply with the recommendations of the World - Ghana: Water that communities depend on
Commission of Dams. With regard to Environmental are being polluted and deviated through
Impact Assessment (EIA), there was a need to re- mining projects
visit the application of the EIA to ensure thatythe - Manila,  Philippines:  After  water
were not only done for convenience. privatization prices increased by 400%

- South Africa and other countries: Pre-paid
Asked about participation of the affected people in water meters deny access to water unless
the formulation of the presented water policies, Mr people can pay for it directly.
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From a rights-based perspective, there are clear - Legal, but also psychological difference:

obligations that governments have to fulfl. Mr Claiming rights / litigation (instead of
Windfuhr referred to the "General Comment 15 pleading and petitions)
(GC15) on the right to water (November 2002)" . Clear definition of the role of the state and
which elaborates on these abligations. The follgwvin the role of other actors

three general obligations always apply:

- Respect: no interference with the enjoymemir Windfuhr ended by explaining that the church
of the right to water and non-governmental organizations can make an
Protect: control of third parties (also inmportant difference by strengthening civil society
situations of privatization, see GC 15, paractors and communities. Knowing your rights is the
24) first important step.

Fulfill (use the maximum of the available
resources), forexample by

o facilitating and promoting 2.7. Pre-paid Water Meters, Dams, and
individuals' or groups' access to Human Rights
water resources Molefi Ndlovu,

o directly providing water where Centre for Civil Society

Jfacilitation" does not work

The Lesotho Highlands Water Project is a largerinte
Mr Windfuhr highlighted that the General Commenbasin water—transfer scheme which includes five
further deduces more specific negative and positipgoposed dams, 200 kilometers of tunnels blasted
obligations, and also obligations which refer tthrough the Maluti Mountains, and a 72—megawatt
governements' behavior on the international levdlydropower plant that will supply power to Lesotho.
For example, governments must ensure that they Itlis one of the world’s largest infrastructure jewds
not violate the right to water of people in otheunder construction today. The project's primary
countries, and they should ensure that Internatiomairpose is to transfer water to Gauteng Provirtee, t
Governmental Organizsations (such as the Woiitdustrial heartland of South Africa. Water sales
Bank) do not contribute to violations. from the project are Lesotho’s single largest seurc

of foreign exchange. During recent droughts, Lesoth
There are a number of possible opportunities feit cihas seen its own crops shrivel as its water was
society organizations working with a rights-baseshipped to South Africa.
approach:

- Education (knowing your rights) The overall cost of such a project are so mas e,
Participation in public planning procedures building of the two dams alone has had an effect of
Public pressure and awareness raising raising the average price of a drop of water by a
Documenting cases of human rightfactor of five. As even the World Bank concedea, th
violations impact of the higher price of water was
Quasi legal procedures (e.g. national huméHsproportionately felt by Iower-incomfe people who
rights commissions) consumed water in the first consumption block (who
Legal procedures (itigation) suffered a 39% rgal increase during the late :].9903)
and far less by higher-income people consuming far

At the international level, Mr Windfuhr stressecath MOre water in the fourth block (only 24% increase).

it was important to further discuss contentiousiéss . . .
(such as privatization) and follow the developmer]rthe impacts of the Lesotho Highlands Water Project

d setti fh iahts standards. H \Dgve been felt most strongly py the black residefits
and setting ot human Tgnts standards. e at e urban townships such as in the South Westeof th

mentioned public pressure from international human . )

rights organizations on the relevant Internationéy of thannesburg (Soweto) in the RepUbI.'C of

Governmental Organizations. outh Africa. Johannesburg Water has been using the
discourse of sustainable development to justify the

Mr Windfuhr highlighted the added value of such igiitiation of a program connecting all dwellings

rights-based approach, seen as complementary wit tln theth|sto_|[|r<]:allyt btlaé:k éqwrtl.shlpstontodprema .
other approaches: water system. The stated objective is to reducemwa

Accountability of governmental actors, buyvastage.

also of private actors

Human Rights principles for processes:
Transparency
Participation
Non-discrimination etc.

The strategy is a cold faced saving techniqueHer t
city. The sustainability rationale is advanced
environmentally; based on the argument that the
Republic of South Africa has very scarce water
resources; and financially based on the city’s need
Focus on vulnerable groups recover the costs of providing a service; many
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Soweto residents largely do not pay their rates at®l96, civil society coalitions in the United Kingaio
accumulate debt in service arrears. challenged the use of prepaid waters meters ane wer

able to mobilize six municipalities to take the eds
Operation Gcin’ Amanzi is a massive water savingpurt. Even though the right to water was not
campaign launched by Johannesburg Water in 20@shrined in the British constitution prepaid meter
At the heart of this strategy lies the installatioh were declared unlawful by the court because they
prepayment water metering devices (pre-paid watentomatically cut off people from access to water
meter). The pre paid meter comes customized witipon non-payment.
technology which dispenses the pre-programmed
6000-10000 litres of Free Basic Water (FBW) tdr Ndlovu referred to another court case currently
each household every month; when this amount ruisallenging the constitutionality of pre-paid mestia
out, then it is up to individual households to eesuJohannesburg. Civil society groups have argued that
that they buy credits and stock more water. the meters are illegitimate and unjust, and thaewa

that has been allocated to house holds (600G litre
With the imposition of the prepay ment meters, largger month) is grossly insufficient.
households in Phiri are often without water for top
two weeks at a time each month. They claim th&articipants suggested that, in addition to whatlma
cannot afford to purchase additional water once tbene to advocate using a human rights approach,
free basic supply is exhausted. The free allocadibn allies should be identified, especially advocatés o
6,000 litres per household per month is calculated women and children’s rights and HIV/AIDS as they
the basis of providing 20 litres per day per persbnare also involved in the fight for water. Legal
a presumed household of eight people. But reseaicbtruments that are closer to home (e.g. African
undertaken by the Coalition against WateEharter on the Rights of Women) should be referred
Privatisation in 2004 found that the average Phio rather than looking at international laws to eedd
household comprises 16 people. challenges as African leaders might identify better

with them. Documentations should also be used so
In July 2006, five residents of Phiri, a poothat all actions and results are recorded.
community in Soweto, South Africa, brought an
application before the Johannesburg High Court fesked what civil society in the north doing to coemn
challenge the amount of free basic water supplieeinissions and pollution, Mr Windfuhr explained that
The applicants have requested the Court to decléoe example, the German government is funding
that the decisions of Johannesburg Water to lireie f climate change initiatives and civil society
basic water supply to 6,000 per household per mortttganisations are trying to change the mindsethef
is unconstitutional and unlawful. The allocation ofitizenry (e.g. trying to discourage people from
this amount is challenged as being insufficient. lmaking offers of cheap airline tickets that arenigei
addition, the applicants are challenging theffered which entice people to take frequent tafls
installation of pre-paid water meters whictover Europe thus increasing air pollution).
automatically switch the water supply off once the
limit has been reached, unless the customer pays fo
more. 2.8. Bible study and discussionsin small

groups led by Rev. Dan le Cordeur
NB: On 30 April 2008, the Johannesburg High Court, Anglican Church, Pietermaritzburg, RSA
declared that the enforced installation of pre-paid
water meters in Phiri (Soweto) was denying peopRev. Dan le Cordeur led a bible study and asked the
their human right to water and was therefonearticipants split into small groups in order tealiss
unconstitutional. It was also ordered that the freébeir on the themes of the Bible study. These were
basic amount of water should be raised from tHellows:
current limitation of 20 litres to 50 litres perrpen
per day. - Wateris life
Water as a source of conflict
- Water unifies nations

Discussion on the presentations by Mr. Windfuhr . Water as a source of peace
and Mr. Ndovu: Water as a source of hospitality
Water as food for the body

The question was raised whether if governments sign Water is for dignity and self esteem

international protocols they could be enforced even
though they have not been domesticated into the
legal frameworks? Mr Windfuhr explained that rights

can be claimed even though they are not explicitly
entrenched in national constitutions. For exampie,
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3. Day Three (23rd April 2008) — Field trips - One member of the community told the group that
he collected 100 litres of water daily for his fami
Participants split up into three groups and speatt 50 litres in the morning and 50 litres in the eveni
day visiting the follwing places: - There were three water
Katse dam reservoir that were built by
Mohale dam Lesotho’s water authority
Pre-paid water meters in Thetsane (Maseru) (Water and Sewerage
Authority — WASA) that
Reports fromthe field trips were shared the next d supplied water to all the taps.
(see following chapter). According to some members
of the community,
representatives of WASA
had promised free access to
water once the reservoirs
were built and WASA was
therefore given the land for
the reservoirs free of charge.

- The publc Water and

Sewage Authority (WASA) stopped the expansion of
public taps, arguing that they did not have thermsea

to expand and upkeep the system. Instead, prepaid
water meters have been installed.

- WASA did not consult the community about the
pre-paid water system before installation. A megtin

was held afterwards to inform them about how the
systemworked.

- The cost of the key used for the pre-paid meter
system is 75 South African Rends. The water is
) purchased at an additional 20 cents per 20 lities.
4. Day Four (24th April ) — Reports, work happens that people who have purchased keys hire
plans, and closing them out to other consumers for a profit.

Those who cannot afford to pay for their wated stil

The group from the field visits of the previous daégo to the (unsafe) wells or walk long distancesh
r

met in order to prepare reports. Representativens fi blic taps
each group then presented the experiences from 1 PS.

Visits. _
Observations
It seemed obvious that the community lacked
4.1. Report from the visit of the prepaid information and that there were neither organised
water meter system in Thetsane Ha efforts to demand access
Tsolo, Maseru 2 to clean water, nor efforts

to manage and sustain the
- According to the members of the community, they system  within the
used to depend on traditional open water wells and community. The

number of public taps before the introduction doé th
prepaid water meters. Some families that had been
moved from Thetsane dam had water taps on their
plots and other community members bought water
from them. Poorer community members depended on
the open water wells or walked long distances to
public taps

- Communities along the steep hills still walk Iongbiscussion

distances (about 1 km) to collect water from public
taps. The taps could not be brought nearer to th
households because of the topography (the stesp
in the area)

community was under the
Maseru City municipality

and were not aware of
their rights regarding

access to water nor how
they might be able to
claim those rights

ﬁaerticipants debated whether water as a basic
necessity should be provided for free. Some
highlighted that water should not be free so that

maintenance of infrastructure could be financed. It

2 Please note that a photo gallery of the fieldt ¥isiThetsane is
available at:http://water.okoumene.org

was suggested that water should not be free but
should be subsidised by governments. It was seen as
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crucial to ensure that the poor and unemployed a€. Report from the visit of the Mohale
not excluded from access to water because they Dam site
might not be able to afford it. In Europe watemnist
for free but the poor and unemployed receiv@eneral Observations:
government subsidies so that they can pay for their  The dam is situated in the blue mountain
utilities and other necessities. (Thaba Putsoa) water region

- It appears that pre-feasibility and feasibility
With regard to the prepaid water meters, the cancer studies were undertaken and everything taken
was highlighted that once the key runs out of money into consideration before the construction
the consumer is disconnected. Access to water is  Communities were provided with amenities
denied until he or she is able to recharge the key. e g.schools, health clinics etc.
This kind of disconnection is denying people their
human right to water. Positive effects of the dam construction:
Construction of schools, health facilities and
roads
Supply of water from springs as alternative
Hydro-electric power plant was constructed
Revenues to the state
Comprehensive compensation agreement
Potential for tourism exists

NB: On 30 April 2008, the Johannesburg High .
Court, declared that the enforced installation oép
paid water meters in Phiri (Soweto) was denying
people their human right to water and was therefore
unconstitutional. It was also ordered that the free '
basic amount of water should be raised from the’
current limitation of 20 litres to 50 litres per m®n

per day. Negative effects of dam construction:

Lack of knowledge by the people, they are not
taking advantage of potential opportunities
Proximity to the dam—- the dam is too close
and it is not protected. As a result, men and
animals have drowned

The area has become colder due to the large
water surface that now exists

Firewood is now largely depleted
Compensation has not been fully completed
and some agreements have not been met
Communication is not clear or has broken
down, and some agreements have not been
adhered to

Loss of productive sources such as grass for
roofing and firewood

Falling rocks and stones, fromthe mountain
side where the road construction has taken
place injure people and create damage to
homes and vehicles

The road construction, because of a lack of
drainage, causes water to run in to the homes
of people

Arable land has been submerged and
replacement is needed

Land boundaries, as a result of the dam
construction, limit where animals can be taken
to pasture. Fines are charged if animal are
found to have strayed.

Way forward and recomme ndations
- Conflicts with the Lesotho Highlands
Develop ment Authority (LHDA) should be
resolved and negotiations should continue.
Action is needed by civil society organisations
(CSO0s) and the church. CSOs and the church
should initiate advocacy for water justice.
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4.3.

The LHDA should assist villagers to re-
cultivate other arable land

The LHDA should complete all resettlement
agreements

The communities need the government, CSOs, -
churches etc to empower themto pursue their
social development

The conference’s local organising committee
should give direct feedback to the LHDA
about the visit of the site.

Report from the visit of the Katse Dam
site

Positive effects of the dam construction:

Sanitation was built for the protection of the
dams and the health of the inhabitants has
improved. However, some latrines have been
placed above the springs and are leaking into
them.

promised. Those that were built were often
poorly constructed.

Accelerated spread of HIV/AIDS due to the
inflow of workers during the construction.
Both animals and people have drowned.

What can be done?

Members of the communities asked the
participants of the field visit that CCL should
take their crisis serious.

Assistance in fixing the springs was requested.
Training in the proper maintenance and
protection of the springs should also be
provided.

It was suggested to document the violations of
agreements and the consequences of the dam
construction, comparing the situation before
the construction and after. Official
documentation should be researched, too.
CCLand PELUM have to set a mission to

visit people.

Roads were built

Compensation has been provided
4.4. Addressing the challenges

Negative effects of dam construction:

Communities were not aware of the impacts. The conference agreed to cancel the panel diseussio
They faced threats of isolation, and promiseson ‘water for life water for development’ to create
were made which were later not fulfiled. As more time for group work on addressing challenges
promises were often only made orally, it is  of access to water.

difficult to document that they were made.

Land for farming and trees was lost, and The participants broke into the same five groups as
affected people experience increased they had met in on the first day. The challenges
dependency. They used to have land to growcommon within the five groups from group work of
their own food, now they get compensation Day one 21 April 2008 were once more highlighted
annually from the department, which often  (see chapter 1.10).

comes late.
Access to energy was promised, but Each group was then asked to develop suggestions on

communities do not believe this will happen. Now they could address the challenges at different

They are struggling with the lack of firewood. !evels, ranging from the local/municipal/ to the
Expectations of being connected to tap waterinternational. The results of these deliberatioms a

have not been fulfilled. Some of the traditionafUmmarized by group in the following section.
springs are no longer working. People
complain that they are not allowed to use the
water of the dam for do mestic purposes or for
fishing

While schools and hospitals were built, many
still have to travel long distances to reach them
and it is expensive to travel.

In terms of infrastructure development, more
was done for those villages on the (northern)
side of the dam where more people pass.
Communities downstream are also suffering.
There is no longer any flood water, and no
firewood being brought down by the flooding
nor any fertilizers.

While constructing the dam, explosions
cracked houses. Houses have fallen down and
crippled people. New houses had been
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GROUP ONE

LEVEL

Local / Municipal / Congregation

National

Re gional

Intemational

Centre-periphery -Empowering local people to conduct policy monitgrias -Sensitize the church councils in our -Write an article for PELUM newspaper -Publicise thater problemin Norwegian
(Access to water for Wellb?s_monritoringblbudgetsNand expenditure in tkaensector cgun_tritla_s about acti_vi_ties orzthe EhWN newspapers
-Publicise the problems in Norwegian newspapers -Revitalise communities where they are npt
ISSUES | the rural poon) active
-The church to engage in provision ofwater -Compile information on privatisation of -Share information on the pros and cons ¢f -Solicit support from the civil sodety in thd
Privatisation -Disseminate privatisation policies to the people water in Kenya and Uganda privatisation ofwater North, where most ofthe funding comes
-Find out who the contractors are from
Pro-poor water -Dissemination ofsimplified versions ofthe wapalices -Analyse the policies to see whether the -Look at the international protocols and
policies and are pro-poor ) ) ) conventions which our governments have|
legislation -Theright tg Wa'lter is en§hr|ned in all laws ratified
-Produce simplified versions ofthe water
polides
Participation -Give locals information on their rights and respibilities -Hold authorities accountable for their
actions
Gender -Mainstreamgender in water projects
-Gender considerations when constructing wateregtsj
Funding Is the EWN able to solicit funding for some co mnmmjects
across the board?
GROUP TWO Havak
Local / Municipal / Congregation National Regional Intemational
-Empower communities to own and develop their ownatew -Networking -Networking -Networking
projects by building capacity (training, workshogis) -Experience sharing -Lobbying -Lobbhying
Centre-periphery -Expgr?ence shariqg (study tour§) N - Capacity buildﬁn'g ) -Advocate for rgviewing ofoutdated transt -Advocate for rgviewing ofoutdated trans
(Access to water for -Mobilise communities to establish water commurstiearry -Engage authorities in water related boundary treaties boundary treaties
out observation and monitoring, project environmettt development activities
the rural poor) -Engage authorities (speak for the people) on walated
development
-Provide certain percentage of material supportthed
community to provide locally available resources
ISS UES -Raise awareness on the effects of privatisatiooutiph -Networking -Regional networking and partnership -Regional networking and partnership
workshops, training etc (mass mobilisation) -Advocacy lobbying lobbying

Privatisation

-Develop position papers
-Information dissemination
-Documentation offacts through research

-Advocate for reviewing ofoutdated trans
boundary treaties

-Develop position papers

-Information dissemination
-Documentation offacts through research

-Advocate for reviewing ofoutdated trans
boundary treaties

-Develop position papers

-Information dissemination
-Documentation offacts through research

Pro-poor water

-Enforce the policies accordingly

-Enforce the policies accordingly

-Harmonise country policies, international

-Harmonise country policies, international

policies and Develop structures to enforce policies Develop structures to enforce policies conventions, protocols etc conventions, protocols etc
legislation -Ensure technical skills are in place -Ensure technical skills are in place
-Have forums to discussthe policies -Have forums to discussthe policies
-Create awareness on the policies (build capagities -Create awareness on the policies (build
-Lobby for adequate budgets capacities)
-Monitor budgets -Lobby for adequate budgets and monitor|
budgets
Participation -Involve communities fromplanning, designing -Involve communities fromplanning, -Build capacities -Build capacities
implementation and monitoring ofthe water projects designing implementation and monitoring| -Regional training, workshops, conferences -international training, workshops,
-Build capacities oflocal pastors/leaders in watevelopment | ofthe water projects etc conferences etc
concepts -Build capacities oflocal pastors/leaders ip
-Training, workshops etc water development concepts
-Training, workshops etc
Gender -Experience sharing -Networking -Networking -Networking
-Encourage women to participate in water develogmen -Experience sharing -Experience sharing -Experience sharing
activities -Advocacy -Advocacy -Advocacy
-Gender workshops, training for both men and women -Lobbying -Lobbying -Lobbying
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GROUP THREE

LEVEL

Local / Municipal / Congregation

National

Re gional

Intemational

-Train locals on their rights -Train locals on their rights
Centre-periphery - Mobilise the communities to demand their rigitsater | Mobilise the communities to demand thei
(Access to water for and take action N rights to water and t.ake action
ISSUES the rural poor) -Teach the communities the theology ofwater -Teach the communities the theology of
water
-Form anti-privatisation campaigns -Engage faitlsdrhorganisations and -Regulations should be put in place that -Networking with other anti-privatisation
community based allow equa sharing ofwater within a regign bodies in the world
Privatisation organi_sau‘ons in anti-privatisation
campaigns
Pro-poor water -Involvement of the co mmunity in water policy -Engage policy makers in anti-privatisatioh -Campaign for leaders to have the politicgdl -Involvement of the international civil
policies and legislation formulations campaigns willto implement water protocols society in water policy making and
implementation
Participation -Community empowerment to maintain water infrastowe | -Come up with by4aws which would -There should be a formulation and revie
-Formation ofwater policies control public water areas ofwater policies in the region and civil
-Campaign to raise awareness and society should be included (consultative
participation ofreservoirs status)
Gender -Addressing gender issues at local and municipadise -Addressing gender issues at local and
during planning and implementation of water progect municipal levels in the formulation of
polides and legislation
GROUP FOUR baviEs
Local / Municipal / Congregation National Regional Intemational
Centre-periphery -Work with local teachers, church, elected leadepiion -Christian councils at national level should -Local intellectuals and activists to address
(Access to water for leaders, gate keepers, local small businessegabecr engage in negotiations issues at an international level
awareness and promote empowerment to mobilisegeita
the rural poor) -Conduct people centred advocacy
ISSUES Privati sation Work with local teachers, church, elected leadepmion -Engage interfaith forums and community| -Link with Africa Water Network (AWN) -Link with EWN

leaders, gate keepers, local small businessegabecr
awareness and promote empowerment to mobilisegeifa

based organisations

forinformation and advice

Pro-poor water

policies andlegislation

-Local mobilisation and motivation

-Simplification of policies so that they are more
understandable

-Dissemination ofsimplified versions ofppoliciesthe
group mobilised above

-Seek legal interpretation of constitution
provision and enshiine it in the national la}
where it is silent, to the effect that water i
human right

-Through the AWN, create African
conventions on access to clean water and
aadequate sanitation

-EWN and WHO to push for
implementation ofinternational conventio
provisions on the right to water

matters o fwater supply

to see the response to gender concerns,
where they are not addressed, advocate f
improvements

-Network with women organisations

Participation -Mobilise (through the church) the people to dememair -Well documented information fromthe -Networking and sharing experiences with] -Networking and sharing experiences
right to participate in the planning, imple mentatjo grassroots to be brought to the diferent networks
monitoring and evaluation ofdevelopment projentshie interfaith and CSO networks in order for
localities (e.g. access to files of meetings, pedliegs and | themto challenge government
promises made. Without mobilisation and motivatdéthe | -Networking with other networks and co-
locals to participate there would be no meaningful operatives.
development work done.
Gender -Women should be empowered to take a strongelimole -Gender analysis ofnational water policies -Networking and sharing experiences -Networking simaring experiences
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GROUP FIVE

LEVEL

Local / Municipal / Congregation

National

Regional

Intemational

ISS UES

Centre-periphery
(Access to water for
the rural poor)

-Situational anaysis
-Awareness creation
-Partidpatory action planning

Knowing policies

-Desk review on policy analysis and
strategies

-Budget allocation- which areas have bee
planned priority areas

-ldentity networks/regional fellowships

-Identify water concerned donors

-ldentify and review policies and strategiq
h (SADC)-e.g. water for all

-Assessthe multinationa companies for

support of water related issues
s-ldentify networks

-ldentify and review international policies

and strategies e.g. MDG

Privatisation

-Feedback from local council ofchurches on thaidg
privatisation to local people

-Capacity building oflocal community leaders ardirch
leaders on privatisation

-Organise peace move ment/peace caravan move ment
-Linkages with other external agencies

-Call for review ofadverse policies on
privatisation and various agreements

- Establish a network

-Establish a network
-Particdpate in international

foru ms/meetings/conferences (e.g. regardi

protests on Word Trade Organisation)
-Partidpate in international boards that
support ‘another world is possible

ng

Pro-poor water

-Empowering communities and local coundils on water

-Advocacy against water being treated as|

a-Advocacy against water being treated a:

aAdvocacy against water being treated as

policies and polides commodity commodity commodity
legislation -Capacity building - -Churches being involved in policy dratin —Regi_onal learning and sharing ofthe best —Inter_national learning and sharing ofbest
-Churches and CBOs raising awareness to churcletead at all levels practices practices
Participation -Involve people, local councils and municipalitesall level -Churches declare ‘water day’ or‘wate -Collect relevant information -Link up with intemational NGOs and
week’ from a theological perspective -Involvement and participation in networkds development partners
(campaigns initiated by churches) -Establish networks -Collect relevant information
-Undertake research on water issues and -Involvement in networks
economic issues -Use of All Africa Counference of Churche
-Capacity building and training to pastors to undertake water advocacy
on economic issues related to water-
mobilisation oftechnical professionals
Gender -Churches advocating for accessibility ofwatermea -Government to develop policies that are | -Link up with various gender groups in -International NGOs link up with gender

households

-Sharing the provision/ responsibility of fetchimgter
among families

-Empower communities to use water harvesting teghes

conducive to challenges

-Equal gender rights to pupils in schools
-Recycle water

-Provision ofclean water and sanitation
services at public points (government’s

responsibility)

advocating for water

-Government should ratify protocols and
domesticate them (gender issues related
water)

groups in advocating for water

- Scale up international funding for provisig

tofor water
-Familiarise ourselves at an international
level

S

-Thoroughly scrutinise investment contracts
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4.5.

Summary of proceedings by
conference moderator Dr. None
Mokitimi

- Some churches, FBOs and CBOs, in various

- Pre-paid meters have impacted people

Presentations

- Wateris God’s gift and a human right. a)
- Churches and FBOs can do more to assist

the poorto access fresh and clean water

- The case of Lesotho was highlighted where

people having been resettled as a result of
dam construction. Other cases cited were
from Mozambique and Uganda. b)

- A case of prepaid metres in South Africa

was presented.

Challenges

- Groups identified challenges facing access

to water

- Challenges common amongst the groups c)

were identified and put in matrix form at
different levels of implementation

Attempts to address challenges
d)

countries are addressing the challenges but
theirimpacts are minimal. Most churches
have adopted a ‘silent diplomacy approach’

Field Trips e)

- The dams are well constructed. At Mohale

dam, people have been provided with
services such as toilets, clinics and schools

- The impact of the dams on people’s lives isThe

5. Summary of work-plans

Access to water for the rural poor:

- Mobilise communities at local
demand their rights

- Sensitise church councils in countries about
the activities of EWN

levels to

Privatisation:

- Raise awareness on the effects of
privatisation through mass mobilisation,
workshops etc

- Forums and participation
involving FBOs and CBOs

in campaigns

Pro-poor water policies and legislation

- Dissemination of simplified versions of
policies to mobilized groups

- Involve communities in policy making

Participation:

- Involve communities in the planning,
designing, imple mentation, and maintenance
of water projects

Gender:

- Mainstream gender in water projects and
other water issues.

conference participants agreed to submit

often negative; slow compensation, loss of Comprehensive work plans using the matrices to the

livelihood

EWN Secretariat by*1August 2008. They agreed to
design their activities

in their work-plans in a

negatively as they do not have the money tgV"/ART way (Simple, Measurable, Achievable,
purchase the meter keys or pay for the watdealistic and Time-bound).
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4.6. Conference statement the industrialised north and that development and
environment and human rights concerns of the
The conference patrticipants discussed and edited dffected countries and people are overseen.
a joint conference statement, agreeing on the
following tex: We are equally disturbed about the loss of liveditho
of local communities and the lack of commitment to
Statement of the conference "Let justice roll downadequate and commensurate compensation packages
like waters" that are designed without the involvement of the
affected communities.
Convened by the Ecumenical Water Network (EWN)
and hosted by the Christian Council of Lesothw/e re-iterate that water is central to any useful
(CCL) and Participatory Ecological Land Usedevelopments that affect livelihoods and holds the
Management (PELUM) Lesotho, the conference “L&ky to poverty reduction in Africa if properly
justice roll down like waters — Faith-based advogcaananaged for the benefit of its people.
and water for al” took place in MASERU,
LESOTHO from the 21-24 April, 2008, with 50Ve are aware that govemments in Africa,
participants representing churches, church-basedtergovernmental institutions and international
organizations, faith-based development agencies afichancial Institutions promote dams as a solution t
other civil society organizations (CSOs) from Adricwater and electricity problems in Africa. We
and Europe. understand and are concerned that many Dam
projects have been and continue to be built withlto
The purpose of the conference was to deliberate aisregard for, or very little with involvement dfe
the water challenges in Africa, exchange experiesndecal and affected communities. In so doing the
on water related development work, focus qprojects have not only failed to benefit commuaitie
advocacy for water for all by the church in Africabut rather made them poor by denying the access to
speak up for a more responsible and just governaneater and other water related resources.
and management of the continent’s water resources.
We are also concerned about the introduction and
We shared experiences through presentations, biblereasing use of pre-paid water meters in Africa
studies and discussions as well as inform#hat deprive poor people of access to safe and
interactions with affected communities of the largedequate water. Lack of water and sanitation result
dams of Katse and Mohale and of the pre-paid watier increased water born diseases, child mortalitga
meter pilot areas of Maseru. conflicts with human development activities. It
reinforces the cycle of poverty and therefore
As Churches and faith-based organizations we adéminishes the chance to achieve any of the
committed to the prophetic advocacy role on the ubllennium Development Goals (MDGSs).
of water as a gift of God. We are committed to uiéfe
human rights and the right of the whole creation /e, churches and Faith-Based Organizations
safe water (cf. Genesis 8:13-22 and Genesis 9:1-17FBQOs), are committed to promoting awareness and
empowering communities with regard to their rights
As churches and faith-based organizations, weraffirto water and sanitation as basic human rights.
water as the cradle of life, an expression of God’s
grace for the whole of creation. We are called td/e call upon African governments and their
exercise responsible stewardship for this uniquesttr institutions to follow a path to development which
and to preserve and share it for the benefit of ammprotects the environment, respects and promotes all
kind. Further more, we share the followindhuman rights, and give sustainable options for
convictions that access to water and sanitatiora ispeople’s future. We further call on African
fundamental human right, that the protection angovernments to urgently ensure the continuous
control of water resources is a central publiprotection of all water bodies and their catchments
responsibility and that water must not be treatscha areas by law and practice. One important step is to
commodity but as an essential social good farioritize the just and sustainable provision oftera
present and future generations. We recognise waterthe poor and most excluded, and to make water
as a sacred gift of God. and sanitation a strong component of national
budgets and other resource allocations, including
We are aware of the positive contribution taevelopment aid.
development that can be brought in by dams.
However, we are concerned that the current wave\We further call upon industrialised nations,
proliferation of dams on the rivers in Africa, fordevelopment partners, multinationals companies and
example, the Zambezi River is dominated by prafitergovernmental organizations to respect and
interests of multinationals and conglomerates from
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promote human rights and ensure sustainabld been well cared for, well fed, and shown
development in all projects and policy advice. Christian love.

We recognize the importance of advocacy amkv Walalaze asked for the participants' "sorrowful
capacity building in dealing with water issues. Wgreetings" to be conveyed to the Lesotho Highlands
advocate technologies appropriate and relevant @evelopment Authority (LHDA) whose
the cultures and contexts of the people. Equally, wepresentatives did not attend the meeting as lilady
reiterate our commitment to people-centeredromised.

advocacy for the human right to water and sanitatio

in our countries, as well as internationally, asrpaf This was followed by speech tyrs Gladys Faku,

the Ecumenical Water Netwolk. Chairperson of PELUM-Lesotho. Ms. Faku thanked
everybody for having participated in the conference
24 April 2008, Maseru, Lesotho She indicated that she hoped their partnership with

CCL will bear fruit and will assist the poor in
accessing water. She wished everybody safe journeys
4.7. Closing of the conference back home so they could implement the plans which
they had developed during the conference.
Before the official closing speech by the
representative of CCLIRev Godfrey Walalazefrom Maike Gorsboth, Coordinator of the Ecumenical
Tanzania gave a vote of thanks on behalf of tWéater Network, thanked those who had been
participants. He thanked CCL, PELUM-Lesotho andvolved in the planning and organization of the
EWN for holding the conference in Lesotho. Heonference, and particularly highlighted the effort
indicated that through the conference they hahd commitment of the members of the Local
learned even more on the challenges lying aheadQrfjanizing Committee and conference assistant Ms.
our churches, CSO’s and other organizations workiddojabeng Nkoko.
closely for water related development. Participants
had been given the chance to share experiencég, tdhe conference was officially closed . Seeisa
self-critical, and to look into possible futureMokitimi on behalf of the CCL's General Secretary,
contributions to communities, especially the rofe aMrs ‘Masebolelo Ramokhele:
advocacy on water as a human right and basic need.
A basic need for all — the rich, poor andLadies and gentlemen, the four fruitful days ofrou
marginalized, and to the whole of creation. deliberations have come to an end. On behalf of the
Christian Council of Lesotho, PELUM and of course
the entire LOC, | wish to thank you all for your
Rev Walalaze expressed his thanks to the Lesotheaningful contributions to this conference -
government for allowing the conference to be held iegardless of the extremely cold weather and failin
Lesotho; to Archbishop B. Mohlalisi, the Theolodicaelectricity.
Committee, and CCL, PELUM & EWN who
invested so much time and effort to make the stBuring our exchanges we realized how negatively
comfortable and successful for everybody. Hend/or positively the construction of big dams etffe
assured that according to the Basotho customs, thieg communities and the environment. We have also

26



been challenged to take care of the environment dtater is managed by our governments but more that
that it may do the same to us. It is our respolityibi one billion people still struggle to get clean waite
as the church and civil society to ensure that wee world and children continue to die due to water
advocate for fair distribution and preservation oélated sicknesses. Polluting water drasticallyoes
water for man and vegetation alike. the amount of clean drinking water available toalls
and this seriously affects the poor people whoroain
Theologizing access to water issues is indeedafiord to buy bottled water. It is therefore of
relatively new phenomenon to the practice of thmaramount importance to go all out and make our
church even though it has for ages been cleagpvernments fully aware of dangers brought about by
highlighted in the Bible. pollution.

To those whom more is given, much wil be&o out there and be the prophetic voice of the

demanded. The church is faced with a very serioaksurch. "Proactive" should be the name of the game

challenge of properly repositioning itself to bestot "ambulance theology" as we all heard.

advocate for the rights of the poor people to bette

access clean water. This conference reaffirmed th@atconclusion, | wish you all the best of luck asuy

water is a cradle and source of life. We now havega back to your loving countries. Take our lovelbac

huge responsibility to convince the entire chureatt with you and | hope to see you all in the next

there is a right to clean water and should standngp conference. We need to be different from other

claim that right. institutions that suffer from what we call
“Conferencemania”. This should not be one of the
talk shops we had before.

I thank you for your attention. Adeeus.”
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Appendix 1: Programme

Monday 21 Tuesday 22 Wednesday 23 | Thursday 24
08:30-09:30 Ecumenical Opening Wors]08:30 - 9:00 Morning Prayer and Bible Study 08:30-09:00 Morning Prayer / Bible Study
lead by the Theological
Committee of CCL
09:30-11:00  Welcome Remarks by moderd 09:00-09:30 Dams in Southern Africa from a Faith-baged ELD VISITS 9:00-9:45 Groups meet totak about field visits
Dr N. Mokitimi PerspectiveMr. Francis N'gambi
(FOCCISA/ Economic Justice Network) (??ggr:tures at 9:45-10:30 Plenary: Presenting experiences fromfjhe
rs field visits
09:30-10:00 ThePolicies and Politics of Dams in Africa q
Robert Kugonza (NAPE / ARN) 1) Katse dam
10:00-10:30  Group work 2) Mohale dam
11:00-11:30 TEA BREAK 10:30 - 1100 TEA BREAK 3) Ha Thetsane 10:30 - 1100 TEA BREAK
11:30-11:45  Welcome Speech brchbisho 11:00-11:30 Presentation on Damsin Lesotho (Maser) 11:00 - 12:30 Group Discussions
B. Mohlalisi O.M.I - to bg Mr . Lenka Thamae and Mr. Monaheng
confimed Mahlakeng 12:30 - 13:30 Reportsfromthe groups and plenary
discussion
1145-12:30 Key Note SpeechMr. Paul]11:30-12:00 The Lesotho Highlands Water Project
Leshota Senior  Lecturg Lesotho Highlands Development Authority
National University of Lesotho
12:00-12:30 Water Policy in Lesotho.
12:30-13:00 The EcumenicalWater Networf. Min of Natural Resources
Ms Maike Gorsboth (EWN) 13:30 Maseru City Site seeingand Shoppin§
12:30-13:00 Questions and Discussion (optional)
13:00 -14:00  Lunch 13:00 -14:00 Lunch Lunch packs 13:30-15:00  Lunch / Lunch packs (optional)
14:.00-15:30  Theological Presentation and | 14:00-15:00 A Human Rights Approach to Water Issuep. 14:00-14:30  Summary remarks & instructions for
Bible Study byRev L. Kheekhe Michael Windfuhr (EWN / Bread forthe | FIELD VISITS groups by (Rapporteur; Moderator)
World) cont...
15:30-16:00  Discussion groups: Water 14:30-15:30  Group Work
challenges andthe work of the] 15:00-15:30  Pre-paid Water Meters in LesothWater
churches and civil society inth and Sewage Authority Lesotho 15:30-16:00  Plenary
respective countries in groups
Mr. S. Mokitimi (CCL) 15:30-16:00 Prepaid Water Meters, Dams, and Humary
Rights.Molefi Ndlovu (Centre for Civil
Society)
16:00-16:30 BREAK 16:00-16:30 BREAK 16:00-16:30 BREAK
16:30-17:30  Groups Cont... 16:30-18:00 Bible study and discussion in small groupg. 16:30-17:30  Presentation and adoption of the draft
Lead byRev. Dan le Cordeur conference statement
17:30-18:00 Plenary: Report fromthe
discussion groups 17:30-18:00 Evaluation
18:00-18:30 Plenary
18:00-18:15  Organizational clarifications 18:00 Closing ofthe conference
18:15-19:00 LOC / EWN Meeting 18:30-19:15 LOC/ EWN Meeting
19:00 Dinner 19:00 Dinner 19:00 Closing evening with dinner and youth
Movie: White Gold (optional) band
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Appendix 2: List of participants

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.
16.
17.
18.

19.

20.

21.
22.

23.
24.

25.
26.

27.

28.

29

Mr. Charles Agboklu, Evangelical Presbyterian
Church, Ghana

Ms. Doo Aphane, Lutheran Development Service
(LDS), Swaziland

Ms. Victoire Bouba, Eglise protestante du Christ-
Roi, Central African Republic

Ms. Susan Cavagna, Secretariat of the Ecumenical
Water Network / World Council of Churches,
Switzerland

Mr. Dunstan Ddamulira, Agency for Cooperation
and Research in Development (ACORD) Uganda,
Uganda

Mr Jethro Dube, Transformation Resource Centre,
Lesotho

Ms. Doris Dube, Transformation Resource Centre,
Lesotho

Dr. Asa Elfstrom, Church of Sweden / Ecumenical
Water Network, Sweden

Mr. John Essobe, Conseil des eglises protestantes
du Cameroun (CEPCA), Cameroun

Ms. Gladys Faku, Bishop Allard Vocational School,
Lesotho

Ms. Maike Gorsboth, Secretariat of the Ecumenical
Water Network, World Council of Churches
Switzerland

Mr. Christian Geir Johannessen Freelance
Journalist, Norway

Mr. Derese Kassu, Ethiopian Orthodox Church /
Development and Inter Church Aid Commissionn
(EOC/DICAC), Ethiopia

Ms. Mary Katushabe, Agency for Cooperation and
Research in Development (ACORD) Uganda,
Uganda

Mr. Dawit Kebede, Norwegian Church Aid, Ethiopia
Mr. Gaim Kebreab, Norwegian Church Aid, Norway
Mr. Joseph Kilele, Norwegian Church Aid, Kenya
Mr. Aphiud Njeru Kiriamburi, Norwegian Church
Aid, Kenya

Mr. Robert Kugonza, African Rivers Network /

National Association of Professional
Environmentalists, Uganda

Rev. Albert Kwabi, Christian Council of Ghana,
Ghana
Ms. Angelika Laub, ECOHOPE, South Africa

Rev. Dan Le Cordeur, Anglican Church of
Southern Africa, Diocese of Natal, South Africa

Mr. Tumisang Leduma, Grow Association, Lesotho

Mr. Mabusetsa Lenka, Transformation Resource
Centre, Lesotho

Ms Valeria Lesofe, Justice for Peace, Lesotho

Mr. Monaheng Mahlakeng, Survivors of Lesotho
Dams, Lesotho

Mr. Seabata Makoae, Christian Council of Lesotho,
Lesotho

Ms Makhoase Makolojane, Katleho '"Moho
Association, Lesotho

29.
30.

31.

32.

34.

35.

36.

37.

44.

45.

46.

48.

49.

51.

52.

53.

54.

Mr. Ralitsoele Matsepe, Re 'Moho temong, Lesotho
Ms. Maryleen Micheni, Participatory Ecological
Land Use Management (PELUM), Kenya

Mr. None Mokitimi, National University of Lesotho
(NUL), Lesotho

Mr. Seeisa Mokitimi, Christian Council of Lesotho,
Lesotho

. Mr. Tau Mokula, Survivors of Lesotho Dams,

Lesotho

Rev. Thabang Moletsane, Lesotho Evangelical
Church, Lesotho

Ms Mpolai Mosoeunyane, Southern Mountain
Association for Rural Transformation and
Developmentin Lesotho (SMARTD), Lesotho
Mr. Oscar Mphuroane, Boseele Association,
Lesotho

Mr. Aminiel Mungure, Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Tanzania, Tanzania

. Mr. Augustine Mwaimu, Anglican Church of

Tanzania, Diocese of Mount Kilimanjaro, Tanzania

. Ms. Irene Mwasaga, Christian Council of Tanzania,

Tanzania

. Mr. Molefi Ndlowu, Center for Civil Society, South

Africa

. Mr. Francis N'gambi, Economic Justice Network /

FOCCISA, South Africa

. Ms. Mojabeng Nkoko, Lesotho
. Mr. Peter Potjo, Christian Council of Lesotho,

Lesotho

Mr. Lefa Rafube, African Methodist Episcopal
Church, Lesotho

Ms. N. Ralise, Christian Council of Lesotho,
Lesotho

Dr. Steve Ralitsoele, Machobane Agricultural
Development Association, Lesotho

. Ms. Catherine Ramokhele, Christian Council of

Lesotho, Lesotho

Mr. Penina Reveta ,Tanganika Christian Refugee
Service (TCRS), Tanzania

Mr. Rethabile Sefalane, Student Christian
Movement, Lesotho

. Mr. Lefu Sekete, Rural Self Help Development

Association, Lesotho

Mr. Arthur Shoo, All African Conference of
Churches (AACC) / Ecumenical Water Network,
Kenya

Mr. Moshe Tsehlo, Participatory Ecological Land
Use Management (PELUM), Lesotho

Rev. Godfrey Walalaze, Norwegian Church Aid,
Tanzania

Mr. Michael Windfuhr, Brot fir die Welt (Germany)
/ Ecumenical Water Network, Germany






The Ecumenical Water Network is a nework of church  es and church-related organizations
that promotes the preservation, responsible managem ent and equitable distribution of water for all,
based on the understanding thatwater is a gift of God and a fundamental human right.

The Secretariat of the Ecumenical Water Network is located at the World Council of Churches in Geneva.

o\’m‘t\ .
£ 1% World Council

== of Churches

Secretariat of the Ecumenical Water Netw ork
150 route de Ferney, PO Box 2100

CH-1211 Geneva 2 Switzerland

Tel +41 22791 62 05 Fax +41 22 791 6122
Email: water@wcc-coe.org

http://water.oikoumene.org
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