Ninth AACC Assembly Recommendations – Environment & Spirituality


NINTH AACC ASSEMBLY, MAPUTO MOZAMBIQUE

7-12  December, 2008
RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE WORKSHOP ON 

ENVIRONMENT AND SPIRITUALITY
CELEBRATING GOD’S CREATION
Prof. Jesse Mugambi, Convenor of the Workshop.
Introduction: During the ninth AACC Assembly at Maputo, Mozambique in December 2008, the Workshop on “Environment and Spirituality” was given prominence as a priority for the African churches to reflect upon. The church delegates were invited to participate in seminars on Climate Change, community-based water management and sustainable agriculture. They were encouraged to propose ways and means of responding to the challenges imposed on African communities by the consequences of Climate Change. The Workshop sessions were facilitated by highly qualified and experienced resource persons including: Prof. Jesse Mugambi (Theologian); Prof. Samuel Mukasa (Climatologist); Dr. Strike Mkandla (Diplomat); Dr. David Mburu (Agricultural Engineer); Dr. Asa Elftrom (Hydrologist); Mr. Joshua Mukusya (Community Leader); Moderator John Gatu (Senior Ecumenist). 

Context: The current worsening conditions of our environment in Africa make it difficult for the majority of African communities to enjoy sustainable livelihoods. Those of us who come from various African countries know, from first-hand experience, the increasing unpredictability and irregularity of the annual cycle of seasons. Communities who depend on seasonal rains for farming staple food crops can no longer be sure of any reliable harvest. The rains are either to little or too much. The ice-capped mountains are increasingly losing their permanent glaciers which have for centuries guaranteed regular flow of water on the rivers. As a result the rivers and streams have declining water volume from year to year, making arable areas increasingly uninhabitable. More people are increasingly dependent on relief food supplies because of their inability to grow and process their own food. The deteriorating environmental conditions in marginal habitats have resulted in inter-community conflicts over water-sources, pasture and farmland. The struggle for survival by vulnerable communities has resulted in encroachments into wildlife and forest conservation areas. Young people are fleeing the rural areas towards informal settlements in urban centers which have inadequate infrastructure for basic social services. In the Sahel region many young people are fleeing Africa to go to Europe where they are not welcome, with some dying in transit. Rainwater harvesting and sustainable agriculture are the two most urgent adaptation strategies to help vulnerable communities respond constructively to the challenges from Climate Change.
Doctrinal Foundation: Most African Christians come from these communities that are suffering under environmental degradation. It is fitting and proper for the 2008 Ninth AACC Assembly to identify “Environment and Spirituality” as one of the priorities for deliberation. What is the doctrinal basis for this concern? The two oldest creeds of the Christian faith affirm strongly that God is the creator of all things. The Nicene Creed begins with these words: “We believe in One God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible”. We human beings are creatures together with everything else in God’s universe. But we have conducted ourselves as if the earth belongs to us. We have plundered its resources irresponsibly, leading to the environmental crisis in every continent. What must we do? Our Christian faith challenges us to confess that in matters of environment we have done many things which we ought not to have done, and we have failed to do many things we ought to have done. Our local environments are no longer as habitable now much less inhabitable because of these failures. We are challenged to commit ourselves individually, as families and communities, to do everything possible to make our local environment better than we found it, so that future generations may enjoy better livelihoods than our own generation. We are also challenged to urge our policy makers in our own countries and in international organizations to formulate and enforce policies that rehabilitate rather than plunder our environment.
Responsible Response: How should we act? There are three processes which we must follow in our management of our environment.

1) Precaution: We must manage our environment in such a way that we do not harm ourselves, other people, other species and future generations. Whatever we do, we must ask ourselves: Is our action harmful to me, to other people, to other species and to future generations? If the answer is “yes”, we must rethink and re-plan.

2) Mitigation: We must take serious corrective action to rehabilitate the environment that is already damaged. Mitigation is a great challenge to the most industrialized countries, whose industrialization has contributed the greatest damage to our environment.
3) Adaptation: We must adapt ourselves to the changed climate. The most vulnerable communities are in Africa, the Caribbean, Oceanic islands in the Pacific and on low-lying coastlands especially in Asia. Lamentably, the most vulnerable communities are also the poorest. We in Africa, who are the most vulnerable, must do the best and the most we can in order to survive. Our friends in other regions are challenged to come to our support in their mitigation initiatives. 
The Time to Act is Now: The Ninth AACC Assembly is a timely setting for Christian churches to take Environment and spirituality much more seriously than ever before. The churches are closest to the affected communities, and are able to mobilize their members for remedial action. The theme “Africa step forth in Faith” is a reminder to all Christians that with God’s help we shall survive the current ecological challenges, as we have survived the other traumatic challenges in the past. May God give us the faith, the hope and the courage to do whatever is necessary to reverse the damages to our environment resulting from our mismanagement of the resources under our care. With God’s help we shall overcome.
Five-Year Programme for Action, 2009  - 2014
AACC Secretariat: 
1. Establish a Liaison Office for Environment Affairs with full-time personnel by January 2009.

2. Place Environment and Spirituality as a priority concern within AACC and among member churches..

3. Facilitate publication of professional Papers, manuals and handbooks on environmental rehabilitation for use by clergy and laity 

4. Facilitate regional training workshops on environmental rehabilitation.
5. Facilitate participation of professional consultants in strategic bodies and agencies on Environment.
6. Facilitate effective participation in policy discussions at governmental and intergovernmental levels.

AACC Member Churches

1. Place Environment and Spirituality as a priority in the annual liturgical calendar.

2. Facilitate in-service training programmes for clergy and laity on environmental rehabilitation

3. Focus on ecological upgrading of church premises including church compounds, schools, colleges, universities, hospitals, etc. as an example for church members
4. Facilitate inter-community learning and exchange with emphasis on environmental rehabilitation

5. Provide leadership in the rehabilitation of nearby drainage basins. 

6. Involve young people in all projects for environmental rehabilitation.

Theological Colleges

1. Introduce full-time and Occasional courses on environmental rehabilitation for clergy, and laity, including young people.

2. Facilitate doctrinal review of denominational policies on ecology.

3. Facilitate research and publication on ecology

4. Provide leadership in environmental rehabilitation through exemplary practices.

Ecumenical Sponsors

1. Give serious attention to policy advice from African expertise

2. Support the AACC member churches and other African Faith-based agencies in programmes and projects for environmental rehabilitation
3. Provide resources to implement Adaptation programmes and projects in response to Climate Change

4. Promote awareness in industrialized countries about the destructive consequences of historical and current emissions.

5. Lobby for policy change in the industrialized countries towards reversing the adverse pollution impact in Africa and elsewhere.
6. Support specific project of Adaptation as pilot schemes for inter-community learning

7. Support research and publication of contextually relevant materials for local use.

8. Support training of clergy, laity and young people for effective Adaptation projects at the local parish, congregation and diocesan levels.
Prioritized Project Activities
Depending on availability of Sponsorships, there will be specific projects for parish-based watershed rehabilitation. The details of these will be done on the basis of actual sponsorships.
NOTE: The Prioritized Programme of Activities is based on the needs expressed by the participants of the Environment and Spirituality Workshop before, during and after the Ninth AACC Assembly at Maputo in  December 2008. Each meeting convened for African participants should include a component of actual “hands-on” training with a particular community within Africa. This approach has been tested for many years. It  is cost-effective and inductively replicable.

2009: 
a) First Cycle Training of Trainers(WITHIN AFRICA!!)  in rainwater harvesting for five days in Machakos Kenya: Anglola – 3; Namibia – 3; Botswana – 3; Zambia –   3  Malawi – 3;  Mozambique – 3; Tanzania – 3;  Kenya – 3; Uganda – 3;  South Sudan – 3; South Africa – 3; Zimbabwe – 3; Swaziland – 3; Lesotho – 3; Rwanda – 3; Burundi – 3. Resource Persons 10 – Total 58 persons; 
b) Participation in the Africa Water Week in South Africa. Return tickets and accommodation and honoraria for 20 African representatives. Purpose: Conduct workshops on Rainwater harvesting for delegates.

c) Publication of Papers from the Ninth AACC Assembly; 

d) Participation in COP 15 in Copenhagen

2010: 
a) Second Cycle Training (WITHIN AFRICA!!) as in 2009.
b) Africa Water Week in Nairobi. 
c) EWN Conference in Kenya to coincide with Africa Water Week 
d) Publication of book on water d) participation in COP 16.
2011: 
a) Third Cycle Training  (WITHIN AFRICA!!)  as in 2009. 
b) Africa Water  Week in ???. 

c) EWN Conference in ???? to coincide with Africa Water Week 
d) Publication of book on water 
e) Participation in COP 17.

2012: 
a) Fourth Cycle Training (WITHIN AFRICA!!)   as in 2009. 
b) Africa Water  Week in ????. 

c) EWN Conference in ???? to coincide with Africa Water Week 
d) Publication of book on water 
e) Participation in COP 18. 
f) African Responses to Post Kyoto Negotiations
g) Evaluation of the Action Plan.
2013: 
a) Fifth Cycle Training (WITHIN AFRICA!!)  as in 2009.
b) Africa Water Week in ???. 
c) EWN Conference in ???? to coincide with Africa Water Week;  
d) Publication of book on water e) participation in COP 19. 
e) Participation in WCC Ninth Assembly.
2014: 
a) Sixth Cycle Training (WITHIN AFRICA!!)   as in 2009. 
b) Africa Water Week in Nairobi. 
c) EWN Conference in Kenya to coincide with Africa Water Week;  
d) Publication of book on water e) participation in COP 19. 
e) Participation in Tenth AACC Assembly.
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