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THe Wesle Haisa'arge Bodies*efif Water, butithey are
EEEBINGly Ecomingpunfitafor Hu-r-naﬁ!" ——
sEnElnIpuon. due to PoIIutlon




NACroUCHON Lo Alrica Water Network
(AWN)
BWAiHca — Overview of the Water
- Services

= SAWN’s Struggle against Water
== Privatization in Africa

s\What are the Alternatives
sHow will AWN work
*Challenges and Opportunities
sConclusion
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SIIESATTICaN Water Network (AWN) was
fors ed and Launched!in January 2007 in

J\ repiFkenya, during the World Social
iEerUm: (WSE).

== :w SSTt Was formed by Participants of the Socia

= Eorum firom different Countries in Africa in

= collaberation with other Water Activists anc
Partners from around the Globe

*Though it was launched at the WSF, the
idea of Forming such a Unifying body WELS
brought out early in 2006
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ik Objectives o tine AVWIN
IGBTNG tOgEEF AlfIcan Water  ACtiVIStS 1N
OIENNEIWOIK

To mpllfy the, voices of local Water
gEuIVIStS att International Level

Bli01SEVE as a channel to link the Water
== AGtIVists in Africa with their fellows in the
— putside world

*Ji0: generate and Share information on
Water Issues within and out of Africa




IntrodUction Cont...

Hrisiciolas of tnie AN
> ['e) flejnje agalnst water privatisation in all'its
forms
BIGrenslire participatory public control and

mr; Jcdement of water resources
o ppose all'forms of prepaid water meters

= S Ensure that water is enshrined in national
| constltutlons as a human right

sEnsure that the provision of water is a national
project solely in the public domain




IUEEICHON Cont....,

v Megroarsiodn tra AW

. 'fbership IS open; to all Organizations in
r\rf sal WO agree W|th above Prmuples

~s Members must agree with the Principles and
be willing to pursue their implementation in
their local areas/countries




=SVEIAEBlRs 0,000 childrien die from water related disease in the Third World, most
SIMViEIINEEN Sub-Saharan Afirica (WPA — Wole Akande, 2002)

VERyAATTIcaRNCoLnties have very poor water infrastructure and technology — pipes,
SEWEEEISYSIENS, Operating machines, billing) systems etc.

E- - R T

*Neglect of Water Services for a long has been a common characteristic of water
services in many sub-Saharan countries

*Iin-many African Countries, no measures are put to ensure water sustainability — no
water harvesting, no water reserves, no legal and policy measures, etc

*Due to prolonged failures in provision of proper water services in Africa, the World
Bank and IMF started forcing countries to privatize the water services provision — in
exchange for ‘more’ loans
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1. Wy Jogosa Weitar PrvEiZEddn.

PrVate InVestors are not attracted by poor and' rural

sommUuRities — which| constitute the majority of the

Alircan Population — hence need for government
RGafefor these communities

S

a measure for success and not customers’
satisfaction — and when the latter comes, it's merely
a way: of maximizing profits




Wivaeppose... Cont... | —

EhiVatization has always Ied torentienchment: of WWorkers
icSAGNTIECHENISTIMGAMEXITIZENS —

N EERISIERE BasIC nUman need for survival,
sOIIMErCializing Water means commercializing people’s
IVESHIFEXChiange for corporate profits and taxes

PIOPErV ran Public Water Authorities can well operate
Water services, without the need to involve the profit-
S OHentedicorporate firms

—

== et ihe International Legal Framework gives no room for
?overnments to act against the “investors” in case of
ailure, and instead it grants these multinational
corporations opportunities to sue governments in case of
any problem at the International Center for Settlement
of Investment Disputes (ICSID). Tanzania is a good
case, others are Burundi, Cameroon, Argentina*
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2 eprlvatlzatlon has always not: been the selection of
thEmeople and their gevernments in the African
SOULIESENESNITIPOSECNINAC OHOTS, MENCE EY A0 IOL
SEIVES LHENMLErNESES of the people in' their own countries

£ {r/mr- of Alrican Countries with IMF-Imposed water

pliVElizaLon and cost recovery policies: Tanzania,
_ﬂr oIa Benin, Guinea Bissau, Niger, Rwanda, Sao Tome

Senegal (Source IMF, Globalization Challenge
j = ‘.1T11t|at|ve and' afrol.com)

—

~s Being an implant of the Donors, Multinational Companies
and Rich Countries, the whole idea of forced
privatization end up in undermining the sovereignty of
the LDCs governments and their control over the
resources hence increasing the former’s influence
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S CASE STUDY-@Fs
Pl IZATHONEATLURE..

oA _arch DNARUBIICESERVICEST IntErfational
EELEEIe R IN(Z005) 100Kingl at 400 1arae

SESNIRENN OrIAl showed  that almost Half:
===t JREeIties that have tried Privatization
= 'have EXPErenced Serious Problems —
fenginglfirom Major Operational problems to
thesliermination of Contract
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IJJJvl ong Public Utilitiesibodies to, operate water and related

SEIVICESHANATHCARNEOUNGRIES
BUllGRERance and retaini the capacity’ off the personnel In these

JFJJJEL I0NS

Hrome lecal means off harvesting and reserving water

SUSiIREBIY,

r\Ln ay5 ivolve the public in planning and implementation of the

= Walter projects to avoid distortion of the water infrastructure like
-,e S pipes anditapes
== SsGovernments should establish financial mechanisms for ensurin
:' = Water availability and accessibility to ALL people, regardless of their
econemic or social status.
* This can be done by establishing special funds for water — e.g. the
case of Tanzania in roads construction and maintenance
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WEIIELIVES COont: ey B

RIomIELE the culture within the Business sector of having

SEIPEIEIESOGIEINEURNESOSUPPOREEPLBIIC WIth difierent secial
SEIVIGES) I partichlar Water

ERCOUa0E more not-for-profit organizations to focus on
PIeVIding Water services

Promote environmental conservation and protection, to enable
sustainability of natural sources of water and hence avoid the

need for advanced technology for water extraction - that has

always been used as a reason to promote privatization



2 rmc rage the development and Use of LocaIIy
Veloped and cheap technologies for
nrJr estlng and reserving water

NESLalish), Implement and Maintain strong

= | Hechanisms for Good governance, transparence

)

:i'f and accountability within the government

e

Systems.

e Building the Culture of caring and maintaining
Public Utilities — Long term neglect has always
been the cause of failure
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e AV currently has its secretarlat In Glhiana

AGETatEN cRCIAG AN ERUERAZ 00y = Nairopirkenya, a team of 6
PEGPIEANVCS formed to make a lask Force responsible for
pieperation of the General Meeting of the Network.

The m eetln? IS scheduled to take place in September, 2007. This

lilstgeneral meeting will be used to discuss and decide the way
fEIVard o tine; Network

bEERerally, AWN will be working with water activists both in Africa

- sand Around the Globe to ensure the achievement of the five
=2 -T“"'fP“rlnuples

= . Currently, AWN members are engaging in sharing of Information
and fact about Water within Africa and Around the world. This is

done in collaboration with other Water activists’ organizations and
Networks

Blue Planet, Food and Water Watch, World Development Movement

(WDM) are some good examples of International Organizations
working hand-in-hand with AWN




) Bfem;': ewlyaesiablishealNeWoktReAVVINKS
VERUON EstaldliSh| a stiatedic plan; fior
irs] _Eémenting its activities so as to achieve its
gjectsiand meeting its principles

J:‘- S Promoters of Water privatization are strong

_“’..—and organized too, to make sure they succeed.
~his makes it more challenging, given their
financial capacity and hence more likely to

influence decisions by goernments




SHEIIENGES and Opportunities, Contum

Jhiewever, despite the presence of those
crizl enges the AWN boasts the presence of
JO_F grexperienced and committed members who
gliel capable of making the goals achievable

o= -"*_*?Bdso the  AWN networks with many other
= individuals and organizations from all over the
~ world and hence being able stay informed about
the different issues taking place around the
world' related relation to water
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g cleaniandisafe waternfior allisiincreasingly. becoming a
l)al ehel I ENGE N ta NEEES ey oA INaRCIgi cCapacity, " commitied

—

r\J g -ClVlI Society stands a great chance of influencing decision-
mm‘q g at different levels — Water should now always be put on top

gIRtIENadEnda
SNIHE Size and  complexity of the Water challenge necessitates the

SSIEEa for more people and organizations to come together, closer
e~ and I]om forces through different Networks- like EWN and AWN. The
=X '--chal enge is by far too complex and demanding to be addressed in
= Separation by individuals

s I'would like to use this opportunity to call for all Water Activists in
Afriica to join this the Africa Water Network AWN? for the future of
Water Sustainability in Africa — and for the those from the rest of
the World — to join hands with us in our struggles!!
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?hanks [FOr YoUur Attention!!
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