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INTRODUCTION

 IAM THE CHAIRPERSON OF KATEREERA
PRIMARY SCHOOL MOTHERS FORUM

« MY ORGANISATION WAS FORMED BY ABOUT
82 MOTHERS OF CHILDREN WHO STUDY
FROM A PRIMARY SCHOOL IN MY VILLAGE.

« WE ARE MAINLY ENGAGED IN SMALL SCALE
FARMING AND DOMESTIC ANIMAL REARING

« THIS IS WHERE WE GET OUR INCOME FROM



HIS IS WHERE MY GROUP COMES FROM
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BACKGROUND:

My Village is located In Isingiro District in the
South Westarn part.of Uganda. - ...

We live on the slopes of hills that surround the
valley.

Most of the people in my village are very poor
earning less than one dollar per day

More than 58% of the people in my village and
the surrounding area have no access to Clean
safe Water and proper sanitation Facilities.

About 75% of the Above people are Women ani
children.



« Lack of water Is the Biggest problem facing our ara.

My area is hilly and dry with little potential fahe
mainstream rural water supply technologies.

o THat 1Sthe tlintate theré provides for o potdrits™
boreholes, springs, tap water gravity schemestaue

salinity and dryness. People fetch water from apenot
ponds like the ones shown below




Our Area has got no Potential For Underground
Water Extraction and Where it is available, the
quality is unacceptable for human usage due to
High levels of minerals ( Florides, Manganese,

Iron, Hardness etc..).

As a Result, (Women and Children) had to walk
very long distances of about 5 kms to get water
from contaminated ground run off ponds and
valley tanks.



 Because of the situation above; the majority of
the people in my area were being excluded fror
government water supply interventions becaust
e government corncentrated onwater ™
technologies that were not applicable in the
area.

e |ncidences of water Borne Diseases, accidents
and Abuses were many in my community.

« However, my Area receives enough Rainfall
which can be harvested for home usage.

e |t comes Iin two seasons.



WATER SUPPLY INTERVENTIONS

- Various actors are involved in water services
provision in my area. These include NGOs and
GovermmentBut urntif reécentty they were alt
using technologies that are not appropriate for
our area. Mainly because this Iis what the
government policy was providing for.

- Such Technologies include Shallow Wells, Rock
Tanks, boreholes and springs.
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HOW WE ADAPTED TO THE SITUATION

raditionally in my area women always form
groups to do development work.

Elght of these self heIp groups were faC|I|tated
by ACORD an NGO Iin my area to go for an
exposure and cross learning visit to Kenya.
(Laikipia and Kitui)

The Visit was funded by Bread For the World.

"herefore 16 of our friends went to kenya and
shared with Kenyan counterparts.

During the same visit, a film called ‘Nvua Ni
Maji’ meaning ‘Rain is water’ was produced’




Participants were exposed to Different rainwater
technologies like the ones shown Iin the Picturésvbe
[Hands-on training & experience sharing in pictlires




The Visiting Group was exposed to a numbe
Rainwater Harvesting Technologies like these ones
below







- As afollow up, a Kenyan Engineer and Technician
were faclilitated to undertake hands-on training and
Demonstration of 1 RWH tank/VIP/Fuel saving stove

—for-each-of the-8-self-help-women.groups.+——---

- The groups were then left to make savings on
their little resources and combine to construct
tank/latrine for one member on a rotational
basis at ago with hope that eventually each
member will get a tank and latrine.



This went on for a whole year but only a few taaksl
latrines were constructed because the women in the
groups were poor.

1n.1999 the groups received a one year extermiat

to construct 86 tanks and 86 latrines to benefit&h
groups.

The support was provided by Bread for the world
through ACORD.

An external consultant evaluated the project &sdilts
Indicated that;

* Number of women groups rose from 8 to 36

* More than 138 tanks/latrines were constructetesd of the
planned 86.

* This means that Domestic rainwater sources weracing
more enthusiasm than communal ones



The project provided lessons that enabled womée tio
charge and get involved in management of the water
supply process in their area as shown below;

A ~—

Through Thru Learning and
Consulting and sharing of
Planning experiences




Thru Making
Savings to partly
finance the activities

Thru Getting
Involved In the
construction process




A
l \ %ru Fl>assing on

Thru Checking, the Knowledge to
supervising & ensuring Other women with
quality of constructions \_similar conditions /




MY GROUP

- When my group learnt of the benefits gained by the
participating groups, we also decided to focus arew

- ‘We didnotwditfor ot poitticaf-and-civit featebtt
Instead decided to tackle the water shortage pmoble
ourselves.

- We contacted water experts to show us how to
construct tanks through demonstration. We then made
savings and constructed tanks for more group mesnbe

- We could do this by combining savings from each
group member to construct a tank for one member at
ago on a rotational basis.

- At the moment more we have managed to construct
tanks and latrines of good quality for more than
member




BENEFITS GOT FROM THE PROJECT

e Group Members get more tlme to engage in

Productive Work

o Group methodology & deliberations have
Increased the management, leadership skills
confidence of women some of whom have beel
elected In political OfﬁCeﬁor example our women M.P Hon

Kyaka was once a women group member which enabletb e elected]

 Gender relations have improved In the families
due to reduction in water fetching domestic
violence, cleanliness of the couple, and peace
mind.



e The RWH Women Groups that finish the tank
rotations embark on other useful activities
like Credit, Joint Gardening etc

s Chilaren-havenow got'more-time-to-attend
school and the headmistress here can bear
wIthess.

* Others have started growing vegetables and
fruit trees In their yards, which has improved
our nutrition.

 All the above have led to improvement Iin
household incomes and the standard of living
In our homes.



LEARNING FROM THE IMPLEMENTATION

1) We Succeeded in the project we took charge
--0f sehing-the-FProblem-that -affects us-Rost
through influencing the Agenda

2) Choice of an appropriate technology that
addresses the real need is an important facto
for sustainable and self replicating water and
sanitation development.

3) Sustainable water management can be
realized when the local community especially
women are involved In setting their water
development Agenda.



WAY FORWARD

- We pledge to continue with the savings and tan
construction_untll each member gets a tank and

latrine at their home.

- We Intend to train and share experiences with
other women in the country who are facing
similar problems.

- In addition, we shall request to get involved In
local and District Planning Processes In order tc
Influence the plans to cater for rainwater
harvesting In our areas.




CONCLUSION

1) In Conclusion we beg that every one realizes

that having clean Water is a right for evefyone

2) We also want to thank Bread For the World
and ACORD for having enabled us reach
where we are now!

Thanks you all for listening to Me!
GOD BLESS!



