DAMSIN LESOTHO

by Mr. Monaheng Mahlakeng
Survivorsof Lesotho Dams (SOLD)

The Lesotho Highlands water Project sold as a viguling Lesotho out of
poverty while supplying water to the Republic ofuBoAfrica failed those
who sacrificed everything for the project, and ptyweds increasing in
communities directly affected by the schemes dams.

Lesotho Highlands Water Project risks not meetimg treaty requirements
with respect to resettlement and development tatstandard of living of
all people affected by the construction of damsuhoot be compromised
and where possible improved.

People affected by the construction of dams in thesare often among the
poorest people in the country and surely it seenfaiuthat the poor, who
bear a disproportionately large share of the pecyréand social costs of
dam projects, should receive a disproportionateiglsshare of the benefits.
The majority of affected people are left in therlime state of poverty, some
of them cannot afford to send their children toathecause of alarming
conditions they live under.

In addition, the process of physical relocatiorhighly disruptive to the
livelihoods of the resettles, who have to re-esthbthemselves in a new
area where they often compete with host communiteesland, social
services and jobs. Restoration tends to ignore alevhange of socio —
cultural effects, such as loss of community, lossarial safety nets, stress
placed on the elderly and female — headed housghold

Most dam projects include a responsibility to erdhiat affected people are
not made worse off as a result of the project arat tives and living
standards are restored, but this minimum standararely met, however, in
all the places whereby people are affected by thggt, it has left a trial of
poverty, hopelessness, discontent and despairjtelesgrlier promises that
communities affected by the construction works le¢ project (L.H.W.P)
would enjoy benefits that would upgrade their seaddf living and ensure
sustainable development of their areas.



It is important that the structure of developmemjtigation and
compensation programmes for victims be done atetréest stage of the
project planning so that the appropriate costs lwanntegrated into the
economic analysis of the dam. It is also essetttal victims participate in
the formation of the structure of mitigation, compation and development
programmes being designed for their benefit. Faitorinvolve the victims
in the design of programmes creates a risk ofawahce or failure with
negative consequences for both parties.

“Lesotho water” through Lesotho Highlands waterj@co transferred from
Lesotho to South Africa con not be used for anyeotiurpose in Lesotho,
Water is transferred to the republic of South Adrior industrial purposes,
while residents along side the dams walk for mangneters to access
water for their basic needs. A good example is ebgbe living in the

villages on the west of Katse dam, from LikhelengHa Tsepo; equally
there is scarcity of water in the Southern distoiicthe country, particularly
during the draughts, e.g. Mafeteng and Mohaleshd&ker is a gift of God

and a fundamental human right.

WATER:
Water and sanitations are human rights. All peapie entitled to have
access to water in order to meet their basic humeauals.

We call access to water for productive use by tinal and urban poor which
Is essential for sustainable livelihoods at thesledoold level.

We call for universal access to free water resauvaéh at least 50-60 litres
per person per day as a minimum quantity.

We totally reject the privatization of water sees¢ sanitation and water
resources .we also reject cost recovery as a Hasieffective water
programmes.

Water management must be accountable to commuraities local level.
People must be part of the delivery process ofchaeseds.

In ensuring the equitable, just management andetgliof water services
the following needs standards should be met:
a) People affected by decisions must be part of tleesde& making
process.



b) There must be clear lines of accountability by merproviders to
those they serve.
c) There must be skills transfer and development

DEMANDS OF SURVIVORS OF LESOTHO DAMS (SOLD)

» Delayed compensation has adversely affected shappiag systems
and host communities refuse to get into partnessiijh resettles,
saying they do not have money. We demand annualltang sum
compensation immediately with interest as requimgthw.

» We demand development and training from L.H.D.Aettsure that
the lives of all communities affected by the L.HRNactivities
directly or indirectly are restored by sustaindhlelihoods.

» We demand water and sustainability for the commesmiaffected by
Katse dam.

» We demand that all communities affected by L.H.Wdlated
activities be sufficiently compensated.
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