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Principles

• Principles –IWRM
– Water is an economic good

– Water is a finite resource
– Integrated Catchment management

– Participatory approach
– Public Private Partnerships

• Rio Principles- Polluter pays principle



Statements& Issues

• 7 Statements
– Water Resources Management
– Water and sanitation
– Water and Environment
– Trans-boundary water Resources
– Sector Wide Approach (SWAp)
– Stakeholder Involvement
– Institutional arrangement and legislative 

framework



Water Resources Management

• Capacity building for Sector institutions
• Development of Guidelines for various 

aspects of water resources MGT
• IWRM strategy
• Communication strategy
• Integrated Catchment Management
• Expansion of monitoring networks
• Databases and data exchange protocol 



Water and sanitation

• Guidelines for PPP
• Increasing coverage 

(water and sanitation)
• Awareness campaigns
• Standards for 

service delivery
• Financing mechanisms-LHDA royalties
• Water  demand management strategy
• Management of bulk water storage facilities
• Involvement of Community Councils



Water and sanitation ( cont.)

• Tariff policy
• Cross -subsidy



Water & Environment

• Standards & guidelines for aquatic 
systems

• Production of IEC material for hygiene 
education & water conservation

• Wetlands management plan
• Pollution control
• Waste disposal guidelines
• Cleaner technologies



Water & Environment (cont.)

• Guidelines for SEA and EIA within the 
framework of Environment Act, 2001



Trans-boundary Water 
Resources

• Baseline data collection
• Working together with SADC –Member 

states ( bilaterally & through ORASECOM)
• Establishment of regional MIS
• Trans-boundary resources to benefit 

Basotho



Sector Wide Approach

• Improving sector coordination & pooling 
resources to increase efficiency and 
minimize duplication of efforts

• Planning and working together



Stakeholder Involvement

• Emphasizes importance of stakeholder 
involvement in various aspects of water 
resources management and development

• Formation of partnerships



Legislative & Institutional 
Arrangements

• New laws, regulations and institutions are 
proposed

• Amendments to existing laws also 
proposed



Monitoring & Evaluation

• Development/adoption of indicators
• Joint Annual Reports for the Sector
• State of Water Resources



IWRM- Strategy

• Challenges 
– Catchment Management & Environmental 

Degradation
– Access to Water, Sanitation and Health
– Drought
– Institutional Organisation
– Irrigation
– Transboundary Water Sharing
– Floods 



Catchment Management & 
Environmental degradation

• Erosion prevention or control

– Re-vegetation
– Grazing control e.g. RMA

– Conservation farming ( non tillage cropping)
– Construction of gabions in gullies

– Environmentally sound road construction 
(selective & improved road construction)



• Environmental degradation

– Integrated land use planning
– Runoff harvesting
– Improved range and wetland management 

systems
– In-stream flow requirements put into operation 

where relevant
– Planting appropriate trees species along 

hillslopes and river banks

Catchment Management & 
Environmental degradation



• Pollution
– Polluter pays principle 

– Develop and implement water quality 
standards

– Promote cleaner technologies

Catchment Management & 
Environmental degradation



Access to water, sanitation and 
Health

• Rural, urban and peri-urban water supply and 
sanitation
– Promote hygiene education in schools and 

community
– Establish buffer zones around rural water supply 

systems
– Develop infrastructure for water harvesting and 

conservation
– Introduce new sanitation technologies
– Develop bulk water supply and other service delivery 

infrastructure
– Decentralisation of services and strengthening local 

authorities, etc.



• Water demand management
– Revised tariff structure for urban water supply 

( introduction of super band tariff)
– Leakage control

– Fight illegal connections
– Recycling industrial waste

water, etc.

Access to water, sanitation and 
Health



Drought
• Preparedness 

– Improve science base
– Improved early warning
– Improve water storage and intake capacity during 

drought in both rural and urban areas

• Adaptation
– Water saving measures

• Relief
– Development of emergency protocols 
– Water rationing

• Recovery
– Post event evaluation



Institutional Arrangements

• Establish sector regulator
• Strengthening the office of COW
• Institutionalise bulk water suppliers and 

distributors



Transboundary Water sharing 

• Incorporate Lesotho’s future needs into LHDA 
Treaty for Phase 2

• Consider water diversion from Highlands to 
Lowlands (next slide)

• SADC protocol on 
shared water courses 

upheld
• Establish bilateral 

catchment committees





Irrigation 

• Irrigation made an integral part of IWRM
• Participatory irrigation management at 

small scale introduced
• Develop and improve intake and 

distribution systems



Flood

• Coordinate risk assessment with spatial 
planning

• Integrate storm water control in reservoir 
management

• Develop early warning systems



Conclusion

• IWRM Strategy has elaborated on the 
LWSP, 2007 and as such the two 
documents should be read concurrently.

• The IWRM Strategy has further identified 
areas which  vital for effective SWAP 
framework

• Pilot IWRM areas should be selected



Thank you for your attention !


