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THIRD SuNDAy IN ADvENT

SocIAL JuSTIcE AND PEAcE 
Resources for the service:
Ë Three Advent candles on a candle stand or Advent wreath.
Ë Prepare sheets of paper with hangers and pens for the congregation to write on 

during the service.

In preparation: 
•	 During	this	Advent	service,	the	congregation	will	be	invited	to	hang	on	the	tree	the	

sheet of paper on which they have written their act of commitment.
•	 Four	members	of	the	congregation	need	to	be	appointed	to	offer	the	prayer	of	

rejoicing.  
 
gATHERINg

Instrumental version of the song “Hao mii chii-wit phraw phra jao hai “ (Released 
by love to share new life)

greeting 
(As the music is played several times, the congregation is invited to greet each other with 
a simple bow or other gentle gesture that conveys peace.)

Litany

Surely God is my salvation; 
I will trust, and will not be afraid,
for the Lord God is my strength and my might; 
he has become my salvation.
With joy we shall draw water from the wells of salvation.

Third Sunday in Advent55
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And you will say in that day: 
Give thanks to the Lord, call on his name;
make known his deeds among the nations; 
proclaim that his name is exalted.
Sing praises to the Lord, for he has done gloriously;
let this be known in all the earth.

Shout aloud and sing for joy, o royal Zion,
for great in your midst is the Holy one of Israel.
(Isaiah 12:2-6)

♪ Song: “Hao mii chii-wit phraw phra jao hai” (Released by love to share new 
life)

Lighting of the third Advent candle

As the third candle is lit, the following words are said:

We light this candle as a sign of the coming of Christ.
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad,
the desert shall rejoice and blossom;
like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly,
and rejoice with joy and singing.
(Isaiah 35:1-2)

♪ Song: come, o prince of Peace (verses 1-3)

Rejoicing

Voice 1:  Rejoice in the Lord always: again I will say, rejoice.
Voice 2:  Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near.
Voice 3:  Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with 

thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God.
Voice 4: And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 

hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
(Philippians 4:4-7)
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Telling Peace

offering thanks
(Members of the congregation are invited to offer a brief word of thanks to God. 
Thereafter the congregation will sing.)

♪ Song: Rejoice and give thanks to god

PRocLAImINg THE WoRD

old Testament reading

Zephaniah 3:14-20
Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O 
daughter Jerusalem! The Lord has taken away the judgments against you, he has turned 
away your enemies. The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; you shall fear disaster 
no more. On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your 
hands grow weak. The Lord, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives victory; he 
will rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew you in his love; he will exult over you 
with loud singing as on a day of festival. I will remove disaster from you, so that you will 
not bear reproach for it. I will deal with all your oppressors at that time. And I will save 
the lame and gather the outcast, and I will change their shame into praise and renown in 
all the earth. At that time I will bring you home, at the time when I gather you; for I will 
make you renowned and praised among all the peoples of the earth, when I restore your 
fortunes before your eyes, says the Lord.

♪ Song: maranatha! Haleluyah, Amen!

gospel reading

Luke 3:7-18
John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who 
warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not 
begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able 
from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the axe is lying at the root 
of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown 
into the fire.” And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” In reply he said 
to them, “Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever 
has food must do likewise.” Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked 
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him, “Teacher, what should we do?” He said to them, “Collect no more than the amount 
prescribed for you.” Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what should we do?” He said to 
them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied 
with your wages.” 

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts 
concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, 
“I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not 
worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 
His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat 
into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” So, with many other 
exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people.

♪	 Song: Maranatha! Haleluyah, Amen!

Silent meditation

Sermon
(Share a story of peace.)

RESPONSE

♪ 	 Intercessions:  In the lands of Asia
(After a soloist sings each stanza, the congregation is invited to pray aloud for the needy 
in their place, and then sing the refrain as led by the leader.)

The act of commitment and offering
(The congregation is invited to write on the paper given them how they can contribute 
to bringing peace to the world and they then hang the paper on the tree. While they are 
making this act of commitment, they may at the same time present their offering at the 
altar.)

SENDING FORTH

♪	 Song: Oh Tuhan pimpin lah langkahku (O Lord God, set my feet on the way)

Third Sunday in Advent 58
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Voice 1: God of justice, you dislike injustice,
Voice 2: Grant us courage and wisdom to do justice and bring peace to our people, and 

to the world.

Sisters and brothers, go forth now:
Rejoice in the Lord always, as our Lord is near,
to bring joy and happiness where there is lament,
to recreate where there is damage.

Blessing 

May the peace of God
which passes all understanding,
keep your hearts and minds
in the knowledge and love of God,
and of God’s Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord;
and the blessing of God Almighty -
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit -
remain with you always.
(Philippians 4:7)

Postlude or song 
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Hao mii chii-wit phraw phra jao hai
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Hao mii chii-wit phraw phra jao hai
Released by love to share new life 
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In the lands of Asia

        © 1990, Christian Conference of Asia.  All rights reserved. 
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O God, let your mis sion- fill your child ren's- vis ion,- to heal the suff 'ring- and help the strugg ling.-

Soloist

In the lands of Asia

Congregation

maranatha! Haleluyah, Amen!
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Ma ra- na- tha!- Ma ra- na- tha!-

Lively

 

Ha le- lu- yah,- A men.- Ha le- lu- yah,- A men.- Ha le- lu- yah,- A men.-

Leader:

Maranatha! Haleluyah, Amen!

All:
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Oh Tuhan pimpin lah langkahku (O Lord God, set my feet on the way)

Rejoice and give thanks to God

             Original Indonesian and English © 1990, Christian Conference of Asia. All rights reserved. 
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Oh Tuhan pimpin lah langkahku
O Lord God, set my feet on the way
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Re joice- and give thanks to God!

Lively
Rejoice and give thanks to God

Third Sunday in Advent 62
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FouRTH SuNDAy IN ADvENT

Incarnational Peace
Joy LEAPS FRom THE WomB 
Resources for the service:
Ë Four Advent candles on a candle stand or Advent wreath
Ë A cradle-like basket 
Ë A warmly coloured cloth
Ë Newspaper cuttings on world problems.

In preparation: 
Ë Symbols for the caring activities in which the congregation are involved should be 

found and prepared.
Ë Three members of the congregation need to be appointed to offer the call to worship.

gATHERINg

Instrumental music 
(The congregation may consider getting local musicians to play indigenous wind 
instruments that have the same primordial musical expressions as the Australian 
didgeridoo.)

call to worship

Let us prepare the church and the world 
for the One who comes in peace.

Voice 1: There is no place on earth
 where this promise of God is not waiting.
Voice 2: The womb for the nurturing of Divine life,
    will be found in surprising grace among us.
Voice 3: In humankind the Child of God is conceived
    and we will nurture and protect this gift until it is brought to birth.

Fourth Sunday in Advent 64
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Telling Peace

Deep within us, joy leaps in expectation.
could we dare to believe that the christ is coming?
In faith, we will wait in humble hope.

♪ Song: come, o Prince of Peace (verses 1-4) 

Lighting of the fourth Advent candle
(As the fourth candle is lit, the following words are said:)

We light this fourth Advent candle 
and surround it with a cherishing love, like a mother’s womb.
It will remind us of both the promise and the responsibility 
which awaits us at the birth of the christchild.

♪ Song: come, Holy Spirit, come

Prayer of invocation

O Holy Spirit, 
source of all the gifts which God offers to us, 
take us beyond our own concerns and doubts 
and speak to us of your dreams for new possibilities.

Prayer of confession

Loving Parent God,
you who hold us safe within the womb-space of your compassion,
we come before you as your very human people.
We acknowledge that there are times
when we turn away from holding your life in our hands 
when the challenges before us are great.
We are tempted to allow ourselves to be distracted 
by other concerns and busyness,
rather than owning and caring for your vulnerable life.

Silent reflection
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Hear our humble confession, Jesus Christ.
Open our lives to receive
your eternal promise of love, we pray.

Sometimes, we would rather keep you
as a tiny promise of life within the womb
rather than nurturing you and bringing you to birth
in ways which invite us to a mature faith.

Silent reflection

Hear our humble confession, Jesus Christ.
Open our lives to receive
your eternal promise of love, we pray. 
Amen.

Words of assurance

The love of Jesus Christ waits to be discovered within us now.
When we own our humanness before the holiness of God,
the flowing of grace will amaze us by its kindness.
We are forgiven!
Thanks be to God.

Prayer of thanksgiving (to be read antiphonally)

Group I: 	O God, in Christ Jesus,
	 we thank you for the reality
	 that there is never a time in history
	 when your life cannot be begun anew
	 among ordinary people.

Group II:	We celebrate again the promise
	 of your holy life being found here,
	 welcomed and held in our trembling hands
	 as your hopeful people.

Fourth Sunday in Advent 66
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Group I: We thank you for the story of faithfulness
 which comes to us today in your word
 inviting us to a different future
 and the wonder of your company forever.

All: Thanks be to you, o god,
 creator, child and Holy Spirit.
 Amen.

PRocLAmATIoN

Suggested Bible readings

Micah 5:2-5a
But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel,
whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. 
Therefore he shall give them up until the time
when she who is in labour has brought forth;
then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. 
And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord,
in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God.
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; 
and he shall be the one of peace.

Hebrews 10:5-10
Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, ‘Sacrifices and offerings you 
have not desired, but a body you have prepared for me; in burnt-offerings and sin-
offerings you have taken no pleasure. 
Then I said, “See, God, I have come to do your will, O God” (in the scroll of the book it is 
written of me).’ 
When he said above, ‘You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and 
offerings and burnt-offerings and sin-offerings’ (these are offered according to the law), 
then he added, ‘See, I have come to do your will.’ He abolishes the first in order to 
establish the second. And it is by God’s will that we have been sanctified through the 
offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.
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Luke 1:39-45 
In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, 
where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard 
Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 
and exclaimed with a loud cry, ‘Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit 
of your womb. And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to 
me? For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leapt for 
joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfilment of what was spoken 
to her by the Lord.’ 

or  Luke 1:47-55
And Mary said,
“My soul magnifies the Lord, 
and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, 
for he has looked with favour on the lowliness of his servant.
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
and holy is his name. 
His mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation. 
He has shown strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,
and lifted up the lowly; 
he has filled the hungry with good things,
and sent the rich away empty. 
He has helped his servant Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy, 
according to the promise he made to our ancestors,
to Abraham and to his descendants for ever.” 

Sermon

RESPoNSE

offertory sentence

Fourth Sunday in Advent 68

telling peace english.indd   72 9/7/2010   1:03:17 PM



Telling Peace

Just as God gives to us, so let us give to others now.
Our offering will be received.

♪ Song: Na o e ha ma ni tei e nei au (O our God, you created this our world)

offertory prayer

O God, we can never match your generosity.
However, we pray in faith for your blessing
on all that we offer to you now.
may we bring your love to birth
as we use these gifts. Amen.

Affirmation of faith and prayers of intercession

Let us affirm our faith together:
We believe that we too may prepare
to find the christ among us and within us.
(The cradle-like basket is placed in front of the altar/table.)

May we search for the beginnings of your life
with faithful expectation, Jesus Christ.
We believe that we are called
to prepare a sacred place for love to come.
(The warmly coloured cloth is placed in the cradle together with some symbols of the 
caring activities of the congregation.)

Through our prayers and our actions we will cherish this love.
Give us strength, commitment and faithfulness
in all that we do in your name, Jesus Christ.
We believe that even when doors are closed in our faces,
we are those who will firmly hold the growing life in the womb.
(Newspaper cuttings which tell of a troubled world are placed in the cradle.)

As we look at the world around us,
we know that it will not be easy to sustain hope and justice.
Give us the courage to make a space
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for a truly prophetic life, Jesus Christ.
We believe that, no matter where the sun rises on this day,
the people of God will be there with us,
in a unity of faithfulness to your promise, Jesus Christ.
Together, we will so live
that others will see and believe in your coming.
Amen.

SENDING FORTH

Dismissal and blessing

Let us walk towards Christmas Day
believing that anything is possible through the love of God.

And may the unborn life within us leap with anticipation.
Amen.

May all the churches open wide their doors to welcome Christ’s coming.
Amen.

And may Christmas Day herald the rebirth of love in all the earth.
Amen.

Postlude or song

Fourth Sunday in Advent 70
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Na o e ha ma ni tei e nei au
O our God, you created this our world
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INDEX oF SoNgS
in alphabetical order
 Page
♪ Al’leeluyaa 41

♪ Alleluia 52

♪ Come, Holy Spirit, come 71

♪ Come, O Prince of Peace 42

♪ Hao mii chii-wit phraw phra jao hai (Released by love to share new life) 60

♪ In the lands of Asia 61

♪ Lord, have mercy 42

♪ Maranatha! 43

♪ Maranatha! Haleluyah, Amen! 61

♪ Na o e ha ma ni tei e nei au (O our God, you created this our world) 71

♪ Oh Tuhan pimpin lah langkahku (O Lord God, set my feet on the way) 62

♪ Rejoice and give thanks to God 62

♪ Siirimigu Vanpuvi (Great Lord of heaven and earth) 43

♪ The Lord is our light 52

♪ The love of God abide with you 53

♪ Varum Dheevene (Come, our Prince of Peace) 44

for the four Advent Sundays

First Sunday in Advent:

♪ Varum Dheevenee (Come, our Prince of Peace) 44

♪ Come, O Prince of Peace 42

♪ Lord, have mercy 42

♪ Al’leeluyaa 41

♪ Maranatha! 43

♪ Siirimigu Vanpuvi (Great Lord of heaven and earth) 43
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Second Sunday in Advent:

♪	 Come, O Prince of Peace	 42

♪	 The Lord is our light	 52

♪	 Alleluia	 52

♪	 The love of God abide with you	 53 

Third Sunday in Advent:

♪	 Hao mii chii-wit phraw phra jao hai (Released by love to share new life)	 60

♪	 Come, O Prince of Peace	 42

♪	 Rejoice and give thanks to God!	 62

♪	 Maranatha! Haleluyah, Amen!	 61

♪	 In the lands of Asia	 61

♪	 Oh Tuhan pimpin lah langkahku (O Lord God, set my feet on the way)	 62

Fourth Sunday in Advent:

♪	 Come, O Prince of Peace	 42

♪	 Come, Holy Spirit, come	 71

♪	 Na o e ha ma ni tei e nei au (O our God, you created this our world)	 71

Index of Songs 74
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Telling Peace

THE DEcADE To ovERcomE 
vIoLENcE

The Decade to Overcome Violence (DOV) 2001 - 2010: Churches Seeking 
Reconciliation and Peace, is an initiative of the World Council of Churches within 
the framework of the UN Decade for a Culture of Peace and Non-Violence for the 

Children of the World. The DOV calls on churches and all people of good will to work 
together in addressing the wide varieties of violence, from the personal and interpersonal 
to the societal and international levels. It highlights efforts by churches, ecumenical 
organizations and civil society initiatives for preventing and overcoming violence. 

The goals of the Decade to overcome violence are:

Ë Addressing holistically the wide varieties of violence, both direct and structural, in 
homes, communities, and in international arenas and learning from the local and 
regional analyses of violence and ways to overcome violence. 

Ë Challenging the churches to overcome the spirit, logic, and practice of violence; to 
relinquish any theological justification of violence; and to affirm anew the spirituality 
of reconciliation and active nonviolence. 

Ë Creating a new understanding of security in terms of cooperation and community, 
instead of in terms of domination and competition. 

Ë Learning from the spirituality and resources for peace-building of other faiths to 
work with communities of other faiths in the pursuit of peace and to challenge 
the churches to reflect on the misuse of religious and ethnic identities in pluralistic 
societies. 

Ë Challenging the growing militarization of our world, especially the proliferation of 
small arms and light weapons.
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In a nutshell the DOV aims at moving the concern and efforts for peace, justice and non-
violence from the periphery to the centre of the life and witness of the church and to 
build stronger alliances among churches and with other faith and civil society initiatives. 
The coordinating office of the World Council of Churches in Geneva is working to 
raise awareness on issues related to violence and peace, to share information and 
stories of good practices, and facilitate networking. It is a member of the World 
Health Organization’s Violence Prevention Alliance whose aim it is to promote violence 
prevention under the motto: Violence is preventable, not unavoidable! The DOV Annual 
Focus is on a different region each year, with a different theme. It serves to mobilize 
churches within that particular region into the DOV movement.  The International Day 
of Prayer for Peace on September 21 is a high point during the Annual Focus and shares 
prayers for peace from the region, inviting others to join in observing the world-wide 
International Day of Peace through peace vigils and prayers for peace as part of the 
churches’ worship. The Annual Focus in 2010 will be on Africa.
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gLoRy To goD AND PEAcE oN 
EARTH – THE INTERNATIoNAL 

EcumENIcAL PEAcE 
coNvocATIoN (IEPc)

Plans are well underway for the International Ecumenical Peace Convocation (IEPC) 
which will be held from 17 to 25 May 2011 at the University of the West Indies 
in Kingston, Jamaica. It will bring together a wide spectrum of people from the 

churches and from justice and peace movements to celebrate peace as a gift from God, 
focusing on a recommitment to be peacemakers as a responsibility of the Church.  It 
seeks to assess and strengthen the churches’ position on peace, to provide opportunities 
for networking and to deepen our common commitment to reconciliation and peace. 

The motto of the IEPC “Glory to God and Peace on Earth” comes from the angels’ song 
at Christmas. The glory of God and peace on earth are directly related to one another. It 
is by making peace that people give glory to God. War and violence are violating God’s 
glory.

The motto will be developed mainly in prayer, Bible Study, plenaries and workshops 
through the following themes:  
Ë Peace in the Community 
Ë Peace and the Marketplace
Ë Peace with the Earth Peace 
Ë Peace among the Peoples

An IEPC Study Guide designed to help individuals and groups reflect and act on these 
themes is in preparation; it will be ready in December 2009. 

A consultative process towards an Ecumenical Declaration on Just Peace (EDJP) has 
elaborated a first draft of the declaration which was distributed late 2008 to WCC 
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member churches and the wider ecumenical community. Responses, reactions and further 
contributions are being collected until the end of 2009 after which, a second drafting 
group will develop the final declaration during the course of 2010. This will then: 
Ë	 be submitted to the February 2011 WCC Central Committee;
Ë	 serve as the theological basis for the IEPC; and ultimately 
Ë	 be presented to the 2013 WCC Assembly.  

The basis of the EDJP consists of declarations received, feedback to the first draft, existing 
ecumenical and church statements from past years as well as reports from WCC Living 
Letters and Expert Consultations.
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HELPFuL WEB-SITES

Creative Commons: 
www.creativecommons.org

Decade to Overcome Violence: 
www.overcomingviolence.org

Specific enquiries on the IEPc may be directed to:  
iepc@wcc-coe.org

Feautor - A free, multilingual, and open space to share religious resources: 
www.feautor.org

Red Crearte – A liturgical network and resource group intended for Latin American 
Christians: 
www.redcrearte.org.ar  

World Council of Churches: 
www.oikoumene.org
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