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Fiji, 27-29 May 2010

"The Peoples of the Pacific need our prayers

and a valiant world pronouncement on climate change.
And they need them now!"

Introduction
Living Letters Visit to Church and Civilian Authorities in Suva

Living Letters Visit to Viwa Island
Conclusion
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Living Letters
Ecumenical team visits

Living Letters are small ecumenical
teams visiting a country to listen,
learn, share approaches and
challenges in overcoming violence
and in peace making, and to pray
together for peace in the
community and in the world. A
team consists of 4 - 6 women and
men from around the world who
have witnessed violence in its
various forms and are engaged in
working for just peace. A Living
Letters team will be successful
when those visited can affirm "we
are not alone!" - and when team
members feel they have received
much from those who they visited
to encourage.

“You show that you are a letter from Christ
delivered by us, written not with ink but with
the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets

of stone but on tablets of human hearts."

(2 Corinthians 3:3, RSV)

Introduction

I_ntroduction

T he members of the World Council of Churches
(WCC) "Living Letters” Team visited the Fiji
Islands in the South Pacific, in a mission of Christian love,
fraternal accompaniment and solidarity, in close relation
to the catastrophic consequences of the impact of climate
change that are already being observed in the region.

The “Living Letters” Team visited the Pacific Churches
and their faithful, to share with them the WCC's deep
concern and our own concern and prayers, as well as to
make it clear we are at a critical crossroad.

The peoples of the Pacific who have contributed least to
the global threat of climate change, are already suffering it
and will suffer it most. Once more we repeat that it is a
sin against God and against His good creation, our natural
world, where we all live in and from where we obtain our
sustenance.

Our initial visit was directed to Tuvalu and to the Ekalesia
Kelisiano Tuvalu (Congregational Christian Church of
Tuvalu). However due to totally unforeseen circumstances
this visit could not take place and with the assistance of
the Pacific Council of Churches a new programme was
prepared. It included a number of visits in Suva, the
capital of Fiji, which where followed by a two day visit to
the Island of Viwa, 15 minutes off the shore of the
mainland island of Viti Levu (Great Fiji), the largest and
most populated of Fiji's 333 islands. We were informed
that Fiji 1s the only country in the Pacific with Christian,
Hindu and Muslim communities living together. The

other Pacific countries are exclusively Christian.
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