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Response of Executive Committee of Hong Kong Christian Council  

to the decision of National People’s Congress Standing Committee on  

the Method of Selection of Chief Executive in 2017 and Legislative Council in 2016 

                                        

On 31 August 2014, the National People’s Congress (NPC) Standing Committee announced 

its decision on the Method of Selection of Chief Executive (CE) in 2017 and Legislative 

Council (LegCo) in 2016:  

 

1) The provision of the Nominating Committee’s (NC) headcount, composition and method    

of formation will be made in accordance with those of the previous Election Committee;   

2) Endorsement by a majority of the NC is required to secure a CE candidacy; 

3) It is unnecessary to alter the formation method and voting procedures of the LegCo. 

 

Owing to the fact that such decisions aroused strong response from many in the community 

of Hong Kong, Hong Kong Christian Council (HKCC) expresses it deep disappointment and 

concern about the NPC decision.  

 

First, there are great discrepancies between the decision made by NPC Standing Committee 

and the promise of “One Country, Two Systems; Hong Kong ruled by Hong Kongers; high 

degree of autonomy” as long understood by many in Hong Kong. It is understandable that 

the residents of Hong Kong have strong response to it. 

 

Second, to be nominated, according to the NPC Standing Committee’s decision, a person has 

to secure a majority of institutional nominations from the NC to attain a CE candidacy. Yet, 

in the past three CE elections, NC had never been understood as nominating on institutional 

basis. One-eighth of NC support is already considered as a valid nomination. The decision of 

the NPC has the effect of turning the function of the NC into that of the Election Committee. 

Also, the number of CE candidates is limited to two to three. Consequently, the nominating 

threshold is raised and the number of candidates is reduced. This is a regression of the existing 

election system and therefore of democracy in Hong Kong.  

 

Third, Hong Kongers have expressed opinions regarding the NC and Election Committee in 

the past three elections. They deem that the composition and the sectors chosen for the NC 

are biased towards particular industries and persons. It is now proposed by NPC that the NC 

continues to be formed according to the previous method of formation, which greatly limits 

its democratic element. The result is that the opportunity for democracy to advance forward 

has not been taken, which is a regretful consequence. 
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Fourth, as for the formation of the LegCo, NPC Standing Committee reckons that it is 

unnecessary to change its method of formation as well as voting procedures. In fact, we agree 

with those who advocate that the system of separate vote counting for geographical 

constituency and functional constituency be abolished. Also, democratic elements should be 

strengthened in LegCo election so that universal suffrage in the LegCo can advance. 

 

HKCC is worried that the decisions of the NPC will cause further deterioration of the 

cohesiveness of Hong Kong society and will intensify our internal conflicts. The governance 

of HKSAR will further be weakened. 

 

After the handover in 1997, Hong Kong resumed to be part of the People’s Republic of China. 

The development of Hong Kong and China is intimately related. Residents of Hong Kong 

have a clear national identity of being both part of Hong Kong and China. Churches and 

Christians in Hong Kong have always endeavored to build a better Hong Kong and contribute 

to mainland China. 

  

HKCC hopes that for the future of Hong Kong, the Chinese government and various sectors 

in Hong Kong can continue with their dialogue, build bridges of understanding, increase 

mutual trust, reduce divisions and reach a consensus. In this way, a benevolent, just, peaceful 

and democratic society can be established and prosperity and stability can be achieved. 
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