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More about the TRC 
Between 1883 and 1996, Canadian churches managed a system of more than 140 
residential schools for aboriginal children on behalf of the government of Canada. An 
estimated 150,000 children were taken from their families and placed in residential schools 
with the stated objective of stripping them of their language and traditions in order to integrate 
them into European, “civilized”, Christian culture.  
 
Many of the students were physically, sexually, emotionally and spiritually abused. 
Unsanitary conditions and lack of medical attention contributed to the death of at least 4000 
children. Stories of the abuse were largely ignored until the 1990s when former students 
known as survivors became plaintiffs, and sued the Canadian government and the Roman 
Catholic Church, the Anglican Church of Canada, The United Church of Canada, and the 
Presbyterian Church in Canada. Negotiations led to a compensation package in favour of the 
Survivors worth CAN $2 billion, the largest class action suit ever settled in Canada. The 
Indian Residential Schools Settlement Agreement included modest payments to individual 
survivors, as well monies for community healing and commemoration projects.  
 
A key part of the agreement also included establishing a Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission to gather testimony from former students, staff, and other family and community 
members, and to inform all Canadians about what had happened in the schools. Three 
Commissioners, Justice Murray Sinclair, Dr. Marie Wilson and Chief Wilton Littlechild, held 
community-based hearings between June 2010 and June 2015 when the final report of the 
TRC was released. The report contained 94 “Calls-to-Action” (recommendations). Four were 
specifically addressed to churches who are mentioned throughout the document as being 
parties to the Indian Residential Schools Settlement Agreement.   
 

 Churches are called to develop education strategies so that their parishes learn about 
the churches’ role in colonization and in residential schools as well as about why it 
was necessary for churches to apologize to former students, their families and 
communities. 

 

 Religious training institutions are called to develop courses in cooperation with 
Indigenous spiritual leaders and school survivors for student clergy as well as church 
leaders about respect for Indigenous spirituality, the history and legacy of residential 
schools, including violent family relationships, and how to mitigate such conflicts. 

 

 There is a call for a permanent fund to be created in collaboration with residential 
school survivors and representatives of aboriginal organizations to support 
community-controlled initiatives related to healing, reconciliation, language and culture 
revitalization and education and relationship building. This is to include support for 
Indigenous spiritual leaders and youth to discuss Indigenous spirituality. 

 

 The Pope is called to issue an apology to survivors, their families and communities for 
abuse in residential schools. 

 

 


