
 

 

 

 

 

CCN STATEMENT ON THE 2015 NIGERIAN GENERAL ELECTIONS  

 

(Abuja, April 13
th

, 2015) 

 
 

The Christian Council of Nigeria (CCN) is the first Ecumenical body that brought together 

different church denominations in Nigeria. The organization was founded in 1929. The 

Council comprises of the mainland churches, namely:  The Church of Nigeria (Anglican 

Communion), The Methodist Church of Nigeria, The Nigerian Baptist Convention, The 

Presbyterian Church of Nigeria,  The African Church, The First African Church Mission, The 

Church of the Lord (Aladura), The Salvation Army, The United Evangelical Church of 

Nigeria, The Lutheran Church of Nigeria, The Methodist Episcopal Zion Church of Nigeria, 

The Orthodox Church of Nigeria, United African Methodist Church Organization and Christ 

Church Beach land.   

 

For the first time in its history the CCN is actively involved in election observation, fostering 

it’s believe that effective participation of Nigerians in the processes of governance is very 

important in shaping the nation’s future. The incessant loss of lives, poverty and multiple 

suffering of Nigerians can be curtailed if Nigerians take full responsibilities in electing 

leaders. Our involvement in the election observation exercise also helps establish whether the 

Nigeria 2015 general elections were credible. 

 

The CCN trained and deployed about 2000 domestic election observers in all the 36 states of 

the federation and in Abuja, the FCT. The observers observed the entire process of opening, 

accreditation, voting, counting and also the collation of results at the ward level and Local 

Government level.  

 

The Council would like to congratulate the Nigerian people for the conduct of relatively 

peaceful elections. In fact both elections can be considered as the best in Nigeria’s history 

since 1983. In a rare gesture of statesmanship President Goodluck Jonathan congratulated 

Rtd. Gen. Mohammadu Buhari on his election victory. This considerably eased the extreme 

tension which was in the country and ensured the prevalence of peace, mutual respect and 

tolerance. The Council also congratulates Rtd. Gen. Muhammadu Buhari on his Victory at the 

poll. 

 

Voters’ turnout could have been higher but was still significant despite the late start of 

accreditation in many polling units in the first elections. This clearly shows the keen interest 

of many Nigerians in the electoral process and in the democratic future of our country. 

However the CCN would like to express its deepest sadness on the lives lost in the election 

process.     

 

Based on preliminary reports and findings from our domestic election observers, there were a 

number of mostly technical and logistical shortcomings. These errors and omissions were, 

however, not systematic, and the CCN Observers neither observed nor reported serious 

incidents which could have compromised the election results. The elections were by and large 

orderly and credible. We would like to emphasize that the April 11 elections were even better 



than the March 28 elections. This was a clear sign of improvement in INEC’s logistical and 

technical procedures.      

 

The Council, however, would like to call on INEC to consider the following 

recommendations in order to improve future elections: 

 

1. The accreditation and voting processes should be harmonized and carried out 

simultaneously. This would be voter-friendly since voters would not need to come and 

queue twice. In the March elections more than 2.3 million voters who were accredited 

did not vote. This is about 8% of the total vote cast. 

2. The relatively low turnout of voters of 42% demonstrates the need for intense civic 

and voter education. This should be seen as an ongoing activity and should start 

immediately not just some months before elections. A strong democracy needs many 

strong democrats.  

3. The card readers - despite some technical hiccups - have served the purpose to prevent 

irregularities and should be maintained in future elections. However, their technical 

quality needs to be improved and a more efficient back-up-system needs to be put in 

place. This also requires sufficient training of INEC staff on how to use the card 

readers. 

4. All accreditation and election materials should be distributed to the polling units the 

day before polling and be safeguarded by security forces.  

5. Security personnel should be deployed to every polling unit in order to prevent the 

snatching of ballot boxes with uncounted ballots and violence as it was observed in 

both elections. 

6. Allocation of ballot papers and other sensitive materials needs to be improved in order 

to prevent shortages as experienced in a substantial number of polling units. 

7. Presiding Officers should ensure that a copy of the duly filled result sheets is displayed 

outside the polling unit for public consumption as stipulated by the Electoral Act. 

8. In order to ensure transparency and credibility of the elections the accreditation 

process for domestic election observers should be reviewed. The timespan for 

accreditation of observers has to be extended by at least two weeks taking into 

consideration the size of the country and the logistical environment.       

 

 

The Council is advising all stakeholders not satisfied with the process to proceed through the 

well-established channels to seek redress either by INEC or the electoral tribunal.   

The Council wishes to express gratitude to the Church Leaders and our Ecumenical Partners, 

including Bread for the World (BfdW), Germany and the Community Life Project/ 

ReclaimNaija for their support. The Council was impressed with the enthusiasm and 

dedicated hard work of the coordinators, observers, the staff and the Nigerian Security 

agencies. We are grateful to all those who participated in this important exercise. 

The Council calls on all Nigerians to remain peaceful and to put Nigeria first! Democracy has 

grown deeper roots in our country with these elections. 

 

  

His Eminence Emmanuel J. Udofia                                             Rev. Dr. Wushishi I. Yusuf 
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